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Or .ginally written by Himfelf, 
AND NOW TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH, 


TO WHICK ARE ADDED, 


SOME ACCOUNT OF HIS PUBLIC LIFF, A VARIETY OF 
ANECDOTES CONCERNING HIM, BY M. M. BRISSOT, 
CONDORC ET, ROCHEFOUCAULT, LE ROY, &c. &c, 
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GONSTILUTIONAT BISNOP OF TNE DELARTMENT OF CALYADO8, 
AND A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 


Iripwt celo fulmen, mox fceptra tvrannis Tvuraor 


A Paris, ce grand homme, dans notre ancien regime, ferot refte dans l’ob- 
fcuritc, comment employer le filsd’un chandelier ? Le Roy 
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1793 
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TO THE 


F REN C Hee Delete ON: 


[ SHALL not enter into an uninterefting detail rela. 
tive to the manner in which the onginal manu- 
{cript of thefe memoirs, which are written in the 
Enghfh language, came into my poffefion. ‘They ap- 
peared to me to be fo interefting, that I did not hefi- 
tate a fingle moment to tranflate them into French. 

The name of Franklin will undoubtedly become a 

paffport to a work of this nature; and the character 
of truth and fimplicity, siteagil In every page, 
muft guarantee its authenticity; I have no manner 
of occafion to join other teftimontes. 

If, however, any critic choofes to difbelieve my affer- 
tion, and is defirous to bring the exiftence of the 
original manufcript into doubt, I am ready to verify 
it, by means of an immediate impreffion*; but, as I 


* Thofe who may be defirous of reading the Memonrs of the 
Private Life of Franklin, in the original, are requefted to leave their 
names with Buiffon, bookfeller, Rue Haute-Feuille, N° 20, 
The work will be fent to the prefs as foon as there are 400 fub- 
fenbers The price is 48 fols 


A 4 am. 


(fui 3 
am not certain of the fale of a work written in a fo- 
reign language, I cannot publifh it in any other man- 
ner than by means of a fubfcription, large enough to 
indemnify me for the money advanced 

That part of the Memoirs of Franklin in my poffef- 
fion, mmcludes no more than the firft period of a life, 
the remainder of which has become illuftrious by 
events of the higheft importance , 1t terminates at the 
epoch when, after havng married, he began to render 
himfelf celcbrated by plans and eftablifhments of 
public utility. 

It 1s very poffible that he may have written more 
of his hiftory, for the portion of it which I now 
prefent to the Public, concludes, according to his 
own account, with the year 1771. 

If this be the cafe, the heus of that great man will 
not fail fome day to publifh it, emher in england or 
in Pennfylyania, and we fhall doubtlefs have a French 
tranflation, which will be received by the Public with 
great cagernefs; but | am perfuaded, that his fa- 
mily wall not difclofe any other than the moft brilliant 
period of his life; that which is conneéted with the 
memorable part he ected in the world, both as a 
philofopher and a ftatefman ‘They will never be 
prevailed upon to nariate the humble details of his 
early days, and the fimple but interefting anecdotes 
of his origin, the obfeuiity of which, although it en- 
hances the talents and the vutues of this great man, 
may yet wound their own vanity. 


I If 
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If my conjectures prove right; if the memoirs 
which they are about to publifh under the name of 
Franklin fhould be mutilated, if the firft part, fo 
effential to readers capable of feeling and of judging, 
fhould be fuppreffed, I fhall applaud myfelt for having 
preferved it, and the world will be obliged to me for 
having enabled them to follow the early develope- 
ments of the genius, and the firft exertions of the 
fublime and profound mind of a man, who afterwards 
penetrated the myftery of eleCtricity, and dilconcerted 
the fecret meafures of defpotulm—-who preferved the 
univerfe from the ravages of thunder, and his native 
country from the honors of tyranny ! 

If lam accidentally miftaken , if the life of Frank- 
lin fhould appear entire, the Public will fill have 
the advantage of anticipating the inteiefting part 
of a hiftory which it has long and impatiently ex. 
pected. 

The principal objec propofed by the American phi- 
lofopher, in writing thele memoirs, was to inftruct 
pofterity, and amufe his own leifure hours. He has 
permitted his ideas to flow, at the will of his memos y 
and his heart, without ever making any effort to dil: 
guife the truth, notwithftanding it is not always very 
flattering to his felflove—but I here ftop, it be. 
lonys to Franklin to {peak for himfelf, 

It will be eafily perceived, that I have prefeived as 
much as poflible the eafe and fimphicity of his ftyle m 
my tranflation. I have not even aflefed to correét 
the negligence of his language, or to clothe his fenu. 


ments 
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menis with a gaudy drefs, for which they have no 
manner or occafion; I fhould have been afraid of be- 
reaving the work of one of its principal ornaments 

ss thefe memoirs reach no further than his mar- 
nage, { have made ule of other materials in order to 
complete fo mterefting a hiftory, and I have alfo 
added a number of anecdotes and remarks ielative 
to ips philofophical American. 


MHE EDITOR. 


————————yyy————— 
ADVERTISEMENT 


TO 1HE 


ENGLISH TRANSLATION 


HE Life of the late Dr. Benjamin Franklin 
is, perhaps, a DESIDERATUM in modern 
biography ; for the manne in which that ftatef- 
man and philofopher, although deftitute of birth, 
and of fortune, was enabled to firuggle into 
opulence and celebrity, cannot fail to excite the 
intereft, and gratify the cunofity of a liberal 
and enlightened age. 

But this work 1s eftimable in another point of 
view; foi it may be confidered as a treatife en- 
forcing the love of vitue and ofinduftry, dit 
playing the advantages arifing fiom ftudy, and 
exhibiting the moft eafy mode of acquuing 
literary and moral excellence. 

Youth will be gratified by the early efforts of 
oui Author's rifing genius, and old age comforted, 


at beholding that happy ferenity difplayed in 
the latter period of his life. 


The Tranflator would have prefented the 
world with this volume long fince, had he not 


been 


(exis) 


been reftrained by a certain degree of delicacy, 
mingled with veneration, towards the family of this 
great man; for on being informed by a refpedtable 
bookfeller in St, Paul’s Church-yard, that the 
works of Franklin were about to be publifhed 
by his grandfon, he with-held the prefent pub- 
Lcation for feveral months, in expectation of 
that event. 

He begs leave to add, that, throughout the 
whole work, he has attempted a plain, fober, 
unadorned, ftyle, as beft adanted to convey the 
Author’s fentiinents, and that, in the fecond 
part, he has fi pplied fome erroneous dates, and 
cancelled a vatiety of unjuft refletions which 
were thrown ovt in England againft Dr, Franklin, 
during the late odious war with America, and 


but too haftily adopted by the Fiench Editon. 
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CH APs I 

The Authoi’s Reafons for undertaking the prefent Wok—A 
Differtation upon Vanity—Some Account of lis Anceftors— 
He difcavers that he ts the younge/? Son of the ycungeft Son 
for five Generations—Yorng Frankhn is at firft defined 
for the Church—Eis Father foon after takes him from School 
and employs iim as an Affiflant in making Candles, 5c — 
He 1s defirous of being a Sailor —Some Account of bis youth- 
ful Frolicks—Becomes gieatly attached to Books—Is bound 
Apprentice to a Printer—Begins to fiudy Compoftion— 
Adopts a vegetable Regumen—And is extremely fond of 
Difputation, 


MY DFAR SON, 
HAVE Jately amufed myfelf with collecting 
fome little anecdotes concerning our family. 
You muft remember the enquiries that I made 
among fuch of my relations as remained ahve, when 
you were with mein England, as well as the journey 
I undertook for that purpofe. As I conceive that it 
muft be agreeable to you, to be acquainteé with all 
the circumftances of my life and origin, many parti- 
culais of which are at prefent unknown to you, I 
B now 
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‘ow mean to commit them to paper for your ins 
formation. It fhall be the occupation of a week’s 
uninterrupted leifuie, which I promife myfelf in 
my prefent rural retirement. Befides, there are 
other powerful motives, which impell me to this un- 
dertaxing From amidft the poverty and obfcurity 
in which I was born, and in which I paffed my early 
years, [have raifed myfelf to a fituation of opulence, 
and to fome fhare of celebrity in the world. An un- 
interiupted feries of good fortune has accompanied 
me, even to an advanced period of life; my pofterity 
will therefoie perhaps be gratified in learning the 
means which I have employed, and which, thanks to 
the affiftance of Providence, have fo well fucceded 
with me They may allo derive fome ufeful hints from 
my experience, fhould they ever find themfelves in 
fimilar circumftances 

This good fortune, when f 1eflect ferioufly on it, 
which 1s frequently the cale, has fometumes induced 
me to fay, that if the offer were made to me, I would 
again ensage to travel over the fame courfe, from 
the beginning to the end. I fhould only defire the 
privilege of an author in a fecond edition, to cor- 
reét fume of the errors of the firft. I fhould likewife 
wih, were it in my power, to alter fome particular 
incidents and events of my life, for more favorable 
ones. However, if this condition were 1efufed me, 
I fhould neverthelefs confent to begin again. But 
fince to repeat life 1s umpoffible, that which in my op1- 
nion moft nearly refembles it, is to recall all its par- 
vcular circumftances, and to render the remembrance 
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of them the more durablé, by committing them to 
writing. In employing myfelf thus, I fhall yield to 
the inclination fo pleafing to old men, to talk of 
themfelves and their own achons, and fhall indulge 
it without being burdenfome to thofe, who, from 
refpeét to my age, might think themfelves obliged to 
liften to mé, as it will be always in their option 
eithe: to 1ead or not, as they pleafe. In truth, | 
may as well confefs (as nobody would believe me if 
I fhould deny it,) that pethaps I may in this gratify 
my felflove I hardly eve: heard any peifon pro- 
nounce this preparatory phrafe J may fay i with- 
out flattering my vanity, foc without its being imme- 
diately followed by foine ftrongly maiked ftroke, 
charactereftic of that very vanity which they feemed 
defirous to deprecate. 

The generahty of men deteft this foible in others, 
however large a pottion of it they themfelves may 
poffefs. Foi my own part, I pardon it wherever I 
find 1t, perfuaded that 1t 1s advantageous to the indi- 
vidual whom it influcnces, as well as to all thofe who 
come within its {phere of action, Confequently it 
would, in many cafes, be by no means abfurd, that a 
man fhould confider his vanity among the comforts 
of his hfe, and give thanks to Providence that he 
is endowed with it 

And in this place let me acknowledge in all hu- 
mulity, that to Divine Providence I attribute the 
happinefs I have hitherto enjoyed. It alone has pre- 
{ented to my mind all the means that I have made 
ule of, and has influenced ther fuccefs. My belied 
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in this refpect induces me to hope, although I ought 
by no means to depend upon it, that the divine 
soodnefs will be continued towards me, either in 
prolonging my good fortune to the termination of 
my life, or in granting me ftrength to fuppoit any 
unfortunate revirfe which may happen to me, as it 
has to fo many others. My future fate 1s known to 
Him alone, who holds our deftiny in his hands, and 
who can convat our very afflictions into the fources 
of our areateft happincfs. 

One of my uncles, dchrous hke myfelf of collect- 
ing anecdotes relative to our family, gave me fome 
notcs, from which i have extiaCted feveral circum. 

anccs corce:ning oui anceftors, Fiom thefe | learn 
that they Iivcd in the village of Eaton, in Noith- 
hamptonfhire, on a freehold of about thirty acres, 
dung atleaitthree hundredyears My uncle could 
not difcover how long they had refided there prior 
to that period. Itis probable they had continued ever 
fnee the time when, inimitation of their fellow citi- 
vons all over the kingdom, who then began to af- 
{ume particular names, they took that of Frank- 
lin, which previoufly denominated a peculiar clafs 
of people. 

Th.s inconfiderable property would not have fuf- 
ficed for their fubfiftance, had it not been for the 
eccupation of a blackfmith, which continued in the 
fimily down to my time, the eldeft fon being always 
brought up to that trade, a cuftom which both my 
uncle and my father followed, with refpect to their 
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Among the enquiries I made at Eaton, I found no 
account of then buths, marriages, or deaths, prior 
to the year 1555, as the parifh-regifter extends no 
farther back than that period. I learned from it how- 
ever, that I was the youngeft fon of the youngelt fon for 
five generations. My grandfather, Thomas, who was 
born in the year 1498, lived at Eaton till he was too 
old to continue his bufinefs, and then retired to Ban- 
bury in Oxfordfhire, to the houfe of his fon John, 
a dyer, to whom my father was apprentice. ‘There 
my grandfather died and was buried, we faw his 
tomb-ftone 1758. Hus eldeft fon Thomas lived in 
the family houte at Eaton, and left it, together with 
the landed property, to his only daughter, who 
agreed with her hufband, Mr. Fifer of Wellingbo- 
1ough, to fell the whole to Mr. Efted, the prefent 
proprietor. 

My gcandfather had four fons who lived to be 
men, namely, ‘Lhomas, John, Benjamin, and Jofias. 
I fhall mention to you fuch circumftances relative to 
them, as my memory furmifhes me with, not having 
my papers at hand, in which you will find more par- 
ticulars, provided they have-not been loft during my 
abfence, 

Thomas had learned the bufinefs of a black{muth, 
with my father, but having fome natural genius, he 
improved himfelf by fludy, in confequence of the 
advice of 


Palmer, I'{g. who was at that trme 
the principal man in the paiith, and who encouraged 
all my uncles in the ecquifition of knowledge. ‘Lho- 
mas thus enabled himfelf to tranfad&t the bufinefs of 
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a fleward. He foon became a man of fome little 
CSG ASDF and was one of the principal projyedtors 
of all the public enterprifes, for the benefit of the 
county and tovn of Northampton, as well as for the 
good of his own village After having been a good 
dcal noticed and protected by Lord Hallifax, he 
died on the 6th day of Januarv, 1692, exactly jour 
reus before I was born Could I'rcmember the par- 
ticulars of his life and character, as related to me by 
fome old people in the village, vou would be fur- 
prifed at the analocy of many puts of them with 
mine. “ Ticd he died,” you would fay, ‘four years 
3 fms one would have fuppofed that 4 tran{migra- 
** tion had actually taken place.”? 

Jonn I believe was bicught up a dyer of woollens, 

Benjamin fersed an apprenticeflup in London, to 
a filk dyer, he was an indultrious man. | remem- 
ber him well, fo. while Twas yet a child he came 
to jon my igh in Bofton, and lied fome time in 
our houf. A particular frendfup fubfifted between 
them, andi was hisnamcfake ; he led toa very ad- 

venced age, He left two manulciipt volumes in 
quarto, of stl of his own compofiucn, confilt- 
inc of little fugitive pieces addrefied to his frends ; 
he had formed to himfelf a fyilem of fhort hand, 
which ne taught me, but having never pracufed it, 
1. has long fince flipped from my memory. [le was 
a pious man, and attended the {ermons of om bett 
preacheis, which he delighted in taking down 1m the 
Leaeree mode adopted, 17 not unented by lin, 
and of thefe he had colleCed fever! volumes. He 
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was alfo fond of politics, too much fo perhaps for his 
fituation. I lately met in London, with a collection 
he had made of all the principal political pamphlets, 
from the year 1641 to 1717. Some part of the fe- 
ries 1s manifeftly wanting, but there {till remained 
eight volumes in folio, and twenty-four in quarto and 
ottavo. This collection had fallen into the hands of 
a dealer 1n old books, who knew me, by having been 
a cuftomer, and brought it tome. My uncle appa- 
rently had left it with him, when he went to Ame- 
rica, fifty years ago. I found many notes written on 
the margin with his own hand. His grandfon Samuel 
Franklin ftill lives at Bofton. 

Our humble family at an early period embraced 
the principles of the reformed religion, Our fore- 
fathers remained faithfully attached to it during the 
rcign of Mary, and were in danger of being harrafled 
on account of their zeal again{t Popery. They were 
in pofleffion of an Englith veifion of the Bible: In 
order to conceal and preferve it in fafety, they be- 
thought themfelves of faftening it with flrings, in an 
open pofition, to the infide of the cover of a night- 
{tool When my great grandfather was defiious of 
reading it to the family, he reverfed the cover upon 
his knees, and turned over the leaves, without un- 
loofing the coids which faftened it. One of the chil- 
dren always remained at the door to give notice if he 
faw the appatitor approaching , this was an officcr of 
the {piritual-court. On the leaft alarm, the cover of 
the night-ftool was inftantly reftcred to its proper 
place, and the bible remained concealed underneath 
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it as ufual. This anecdote I had from my uncle 
Benjamin. 

‘The whole family continued attached to the church 
of England, till towards the conclufion of the leign 
of Charles the Second; an xra when fome of the 
minifters who had been difplaced as non-conformifts, 

aiing eftablifhed conventicles in Northamptonfhire, 
Benjamin and Jofias joned them, never again to fe- 
parate The reft of the family continued in the 
Epifcopal church 

Jofias, my father, married early. He carried his 
wife and three children to New-England, about the 
year 1682. Theconventicles being at that time un- 
. der the proicription of the law, and their meeungs 
frequently difturbed, fome confiderable people of 
his acquaintance refolved to go to America, in hopes 
of enjoying the quiet exercife of their 1eligion; and 
he determined to accompany them. 

My father had four more children by the fame 
wife in America, and ten by a fecond marriage, 
in all feventeen. I remember to have feen thirteen 
of them at table together, all of whom grew up and 
married. Iwas the youngeft fon, and the youngeft 
of all the childien, excepting to daughters. 

Twas born at Bofton in Nev-England. My mo- 
ther, my father’s fecond wife, was Abias Folger, the 
daughter of Peter Folger, one of the firft fettlcrs in 
New-England, whom Cotton Mather mentions in his 
ecclefiaftical hiftory of that province, as a prous and 
lear ved Englifbman, if | remember his exp:cflion pro- 
perly, Ihave heard that he compoled feveral ittle 
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pieces, though one only was printed. IT faw it many 
years ago ; it was written in 1673, in familiar verfe, 
according to the tafte of the times and the country. 
Its addrefled to the then governors, and requefts li- 
beity of confcience for the Anabaptilts, the Quakers, 
and othe: feétaries, who had recently been perfe- 
cuted. He attributes the war with the natives, and 
other calamities which at that time afflitted the 
country, to this perfecution, confidering them as fo 
“nany judgments of God, for the pumfhment of this 
odious crime. He alfo exhorts the goveinment to 
abrogate laws fo inimical to charity. This piece ap- 
peared to me to be written with a ceitan degree of 
mafculine liberty, and agreeable fimplicity. 

My brothers were all bound apprentices to various 
trades. With refpceé& to myfelf, I was put to a gram- 
mai-fchool, in the eighth year of my age. My fa- 
ther deftined me for the church, and already con- 
fidered me as the chaplain of the family. The faci- 
lity with which f learned to read in my infancy, (for 
t do not 1ecolle& the time when I could not read,) 
and the cpmion of all his friends, who affured him 
that I would certainly become a man of letters, con- 
firmed dim in this defign. My uncle Benjamin like. 
wife approved of it, and promifed to give me all his 
volumes of fermons, written in his own fhort-hand, 
as [have already mentioned, provided I would be at 
the trouble to learnit. I remained, however haidly a 
twelvemonth at {chool, although during that fhort pe- 
riod I had rifen fucceffively to the middle of that year’s 
Clafs,thento the top of thefame clafs, thence to the clafs 
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immediately above, and I inould have gone into the 
mext, at the beginning of the enfuing year ; but my 
father, burdened with a numerous family, found 
himfelf unable, without much inconvenience, to fup- 
port the expences of my education, befides, confi- 
cerng, as I heard nim fay in my prefence, the {mall 
encouragement that fuch a line of life affords to 
thofe educated pu pofely for it, he renounced his ori- 
ginal idea, withdrew me from my ftudies, and fent 
me to the fchool of a Mr. George Brownwell, to 
learn writing and arithmetic , he was a fkilful matter, 
who commonly fucceded very well in his profeffion, 
by employing only the gentleft methods towards 
his puptls. I foon learned undei his tuition to write 
2 good hand, but in arithmetic I made not the 
imaileft procrels. 

At ten years of age I was brought home to aft 
my father in his bufinefs, which was that of a candle 
and foap-maker, trades, to which he had not indeed 
ferved an apprenticefhip, but which he had em 
braced on his arrival in New-England, finding that 
there was not fufficient employment for a dyer, to 
enable lim to fupport his family. My employments 
confequently were to attend the fhop, cut the wicks 
for the candles, run eirands, &c. 

I difiked this trade much, and had a great inclt- 
nation for that of a failor, but my father pofitively 
declared again{t this idea. Tlowever, the neighhour- 
hood of the water afforded me frequent occafions of 
exercifing myfelf both onit and in it I learned 
early to fim and to flcer a boar, and when I was em- 
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barked with other children of my own age, they 
always gave up to me the management of the helm, 
efpecially on dangerous occafons. Indeed, I was 
almoft always the leader of the party, and fiequently 
brought them into mifchief. I fhall mention to you 
one example, which evinces an eaily fpirit of public 
enterprife, although not indeed in this cafe confiftent 
with juftice. 

The refervoir of a neighbouring mill was terminat- 
ed on one fide by a falt pit, on the bank of which we 
ufed to place ourfelves at full tide, in order to catch 
{mall fith. As by frequently treading on it, we had 
rendered it a perfect mire, I propofed to conftrué a 
caufeway on which we might ftand dry and firm. 1 
pointed out to my comrades a large quantity of 
ftones, collected indeed for the purpofe of building 
a new houle near the falt-pit, but admirably calcu- 
lated for completing our project: On the evening, 
after the workmen were gone home, I got together a 
number of my play-fellows, and by labouring dilt- 
gently like fo many ants, two or three fometimes af- 
fifting to remove a fingle ftone, we carried the whole 
off, and conitructed our little key. In the morning, 
the workmen were aftonifhed at not finding their 
ftones, which had all travelled to our caufeway. The 
authors of this transfer being found out and detected, 
molt of us received a correCion from our parents; 
and although I demonftrated the utility of our la- 
bours, my fathcr convinced me that nothing could 
be tiuly ufeful which was not ftrictly honett. 


Perhaps 
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Perl.aps you may be defirous to know what fort of 
avnan my faithcr vas? He had an excellent con- 
fi tution, was of a middling fize, but well made, 
vers ftrong, and desterous in performing what- 
ever he attempred Ie drew pretty well, and he 
hrew fomething of mufic; his voice alfo was 
fenorous and agreeable, fo that when he fung a 
plalm-tune, accompanied with his v.oln, which he 
fometimes did in the evening, it was truly pleafing 
to hear him, he hkewife knew fomething of me- 
chanics, and could occafionally ufe the tools of fe. 
veral tiades, But his moft excellent quality was a 
found underftanding and folid judgment, of fuch 
ulatters as came within the yurifdiéton of prudence, 
whether appertam:ng to public or private life. He 
was never mdecd employed im the former, becaufe 
the numerous famuly he had to educate, and the mo- 
deratenefs of his fortune, kept him inceffantly em- 
ployed in his profeffion ; but I well remember that 
he vas frequently confulted by our principal men, 
who came to afk his opinion relative to the affairs of 
the tovn, or of the particular fect to which he 
belonged, and they paid great defcrence to his yudge- 
ment, mdividvals alfo often apphed to him on their 
private affairs when involsed in difnculties, and he 
sas frequently chofen arLiuator between contending 
parties. 

He was fond to fee at his table, as often as it was 
converrent, fome friends or neighbours of fupeior 
uidertananz, whofz converfauon was agreeable 
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and he always took caie to introduce fubjects either 
uleful or amufing, which might tend to inftruct his 
childien. By thefe means he early formed our minds 
to what was good, juft, prudent, and ufeful, in the 
conduct of lite. Never was there any enquiry con- 
cerning the difhes that appeared on the table, nor any 
difcuffion whether they were well or ill cooked, in or 
out of feafort, tafted agreeably o1 the contrary, 01 were 
preferable o1 inferior to fuch and fuch others of the 
fame kind, Thus accuftomed from my infancy to the 
utmoft mattention to thefe matters, I have been all 
my lite wholly indifferent as to what kind of food was 
{ct beforeme , and even now | pay fc little attention to 
it, thata few hours afte: my dinnet, I fhould be una- 
ble to fay of what it had confifted. In travelling I have 
more efpecially tound the advantage of this habit, for 
I have often met with people who, pofféffing a nicer 
tafte than myfell, becaufe they cultivated it more, 
fuflered much on occafions where for my own pait I 
could perceive nothing wanting. 

My mothe: alfo had a moft excellent conftitution, 
She had fuckled all her ten children herfelf, and I 
never remembei to have feen either her or my father 
affhcted with any complamt, except that of which 
they died; my father, at the age of erghty-fuven, and 
my mother of cghty-five. They were buried together 
at Bofton, where, a few years ago, I placeda marble 
tablet over their grave, with the following in- 
{cription . 
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“ Hore Lie 
* JOSTAS FRANKLIN and ABIAS his Wife, 

“ They Ined together with recrprocal affection durmg fifty- 
“mire years, and without any fettld revcnue or lucrative 
“employment, by means of affiduous labour, and hone induftry, 
“‘ maintained a numerous family with decency, and brought up 
*¢ thirtcen childrva, and feven grand-children 

* Read_-, kt chur example encourage you to fufil with dil- 
S* cence the duties of your vocauon, and to rcly on the affiftance 
* of Divine Providence ! 

eo Heyiwas pious, and prudent, 
‘¢ She, difcreet, and virtuous. 
* Thur youngelt Son fulfils his duty, 
“In confccrating this ftone to their memory ”” 


{perceive by my rambling digreflions that I am 
old. I formerly wrote with more method, but one 
does not drefs for private company, as if they were 
going to a ball. ‘This is perhaps merely negli. 
gence. 

To return, I continued to follow the profeffion of 
my father, during two yeais, that 1s to fay, till I was 
tuelve years of age; at that time, my brother John, 
who had ferved an apprenticefhip to the faine trade, 
having left my father, married, and fet up.for him- 
felf, in Rhode Vland, I was deftined, according to 
all appearances, to fupply his place, and contmue all 
my life a maker of candles. But my aveifion to this 
bufinefs continued, and made my father afiaid, that 
if he did not offer me fome more agreceble occupa- 
tion, I vould Icave h.m and go to fea, as my brother 
Jofias had done, very much to his diflatisfaction. 
For that reafon lie carried me to fee malons, joiners, 
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coopers, braziers, &c. at work, in order to try if he 
could fix my inclination on fome profeflion that would 
keep me at home. Ever fince that time it has af- 
forded me pleafure to fee good workmen handle 
their tools, and I have often experienced the utility of 
what I had picked up in this manner, by its enabling 
me to do little jobs for myfelf when there were no 
workmen at hand, and to conflruct {mall machines 
for my experiments at the moment when the ideas 
1 wifhed to realize were frefh and ftrongly imprinted 
on my mind. 

My father at laft icfolved to make me a cutler ; he 
fent me a few days on tial, to Samucl, fon of my 
uncle Benjamin, who, after learning this trade in 
London, had lately fettled in Boflon ; but the fum 
he exacted as my apprentice fee, not being agreeable 
to my father, I was again taken home. 

From my infancy | was fond of reading, and I Jaid 
out in books all the little money I could procure. I 
was particularly delighted with relations contained in 
voyages , my firft acquifition was Bunyan’s Works in 
{mall feparate volumes. I afterwards fold this, in 
order to enable me to purchale the Hiftorical Col- 
lection, by R. Button, which confifted of about forty 
or fifty little cheap volumes. 

The {mall library belonging to my father, confifled 
principally of books of practical and polemical divi- 
nity; I read the greateft part of them. I have often 
regretted, that, at a time, when I had fo great a 
thirft for knowledge, fome better books did not fail 
into my hands, as it was decided that I was not to 
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belong tothe church. He had alfo the lives of Plu. 
tarch, in which Tread much, and I {till confider the 
time {pent in perufing them, as well employed. I 
hkewife found a woik of Daniel de Foe, entutled az 
effizy a2 progects, from which I received impreffions that 
may: perhaps have influenced fome of the principal 
events of my life. 

My inclination foi books at length determined my 
father to make a printer of me, although onc of his 
fons was already in that profeflion My brother 
James had returned from England in 1717, with a 
prefs and ty pes, in order to eftablitha printing-houfe 
at Bofton. This bufinefs was much more agreeable 
to me than that of my father, although I had fill a 
predilection for the fea. To prevent the effects that 
might refult from this inclination, my father was 
impatient to fee me bound apprentice to my brother. 
I refufed along while; at length 1 allowed myfelf to 
be periuaded, and figned my indentures at twelve 
years of age. It was agrecd that I fhould ferve 
as an apprentice till I was one and twenty, and fhould 
onl, receive wages as a workman during the laft 
year. 

In a fho.t ime I made gieat progrefs in this bufi- 
nefs, and became an ufeful affiftant to my brother. 
I had now an opportunity of procuring better books ; 
the connections tl.at I neceflarily had vith the appren- 
tices of bookfellers, enabled me now and then to bor-« 
row fome volumes from them, which £ always re- 
turned very punctually and uninjured. How often 
have I paffed the greater partof the mght reading in 
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ny chamber, when a book had been lent me in 
the evening, which it was neceflaty to retuin im the 
moining, left it fhould be perceived to be miffing, 
o1 fhould be enquired afte ! 

At length, a meichant of the name of Matthew 
Adams, a man of fome abilitics, and poflefled of a good 
colleclion of books, who ufed to come frequently to 
our printing-houfe, p.id fome attention to me , hein- 
vited me to fee his libiary, and had the goodnefs to 
lend me fuch books as I wifhed toread Iwas at this 
time ferved witha ftiong inclination for poetry, and 
compofed feveral tiifles in verfle My brother imagining 
that he might find his account in it, encouraged me, 
and cngaged me to compofe two ballads, the one 
called the Tragedy of Phar oa, contained an account of 
the fhipwieck of Captain Worthilake and his two 
daughters, the othe: wasa failoi’s fong, on the cap- 
ture of a famous pitate, named Teach, or Black- 
Beard, they were wretched in point of ftyle, 
mere blind-men’s ditties. After they wete punted, 
my biothe: fent me to hawk them about the town, 
the firft had a prodigious 1un, becaufe it related a re- 
cent and much-talked-of event 

Succefs flattered my vanity, but my fathe: depreffed 
my coutage, by itdiculing my peifoimances, and 
telling me, that verfe make1s weie always poor. Thus 
1 efcaped the misfortune of being a poet, probably a 
very bad one, butas the talent of writing in profe 
has been of great utility to me in the courfe of my 
life, and has principally contributed to my advance: 
ment, I fhall now recount to you, by-what means, 
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CII. nat dive wa Lic 4 company, Lecaule 1 
© heey eal els Tee mediini of con. 
Pero ale be dashes qin nerd toulic 
Meet uc ealOs nice eon Way lt Ler ientilvipic- 
Goos d Mey ame von oumitics, betven thofe wha 
et BOE Sat ee Pr Oe vr eLOt Cullivae ten yokes, 
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Doce cies eet. at tener DM baad my 
eye ec he ob. vcd, that fino'e peopk 
The Yianto bss enc, exc pt thofu vho beloas 
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ie tew Siow dsee hh SyoMoeliow’, ta rdifpure 
het) eee, © ond mk, 1clasdive to the education of 
Ea atlases. 10"; a 1k wes prope: chat they 
be ea ed ineheteicaccsSeind itthey had 
t) mic souwt, fied,’ Pe fiupported the nega. 
Pe eta Mc et ere (iat eiide sas oboe: Lich 
powevs  Tteu as uatetalt more eloquent than me, 
tein abinine: Grom this miotth, and 
Pits al Te Oo OppION, T was vangeithed 
more 


moic by his volutuhty, than by lus powers of argu- 
mett. We parted wthout having egrecd 0 the point 
ug efion, and as we weir not to meet again for 
fome ime, ] put mj i¢alons upon pepel, made a 
clean copy, and fent it to him te anfweicd, andl 
replied. ‘Lluce o1 four letters wiitten by each patty 
had thas pafled between us, when my fathet Acci- 
dentally found my p. pers aad read them. Without 
ented 1ato any difcuflion of the point in difpute, 
he took occafion to {pez of my manner of writing. 
He ob%iied, that although I had the advantage of 
my apiigomit im omhogiaphy, and pencluation, 
which  daryed from the psnting-houfe, Iwas much 
lis inferot in clewance of exprcflion, im method, 
and inclearnf, Of this he convirced me by a va- 
tiety of carmples. Lftclt the yattice of lus 1e narks 5 
I became more attentive to language, and 1elolved 
to endeavow to improve my ftyle. 

About thiy time there fell into my hands an cdd 
volume of the Spectator; it was the thud; I had 
never feen any of them befie, I bought it, I 
read and re-reed it, and was delighted with my pur- 
chafe , 1 found the ftyle excellent, and was defirous 
Hpofible to mitate rt In order to fucceed, 1 fe- 
lected fome of the papers, made fhoit fummazies of 
the fenfe of each period, ond lad them afide for 
fome days, after which J endeavoured, without 
looking at the onpinal, to 1ecompofe the eflay, aad 
to capiels at length cach thougnt as it was in the 
book, employing fuch phiafes as oceuned to my 
mind J next compared my Spectator with the 

Ca oiginal , 
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eugmal; | recognized fome of my faults and core 
rected them, but I found I vas in want of a provi- 
fion of words, in ordi to exprefs myfelt properly, 
as well as of a facility of reecllectiing and ufing 
them, all of which it appeared to me that I might 
have acquired before this time, had I continued 
my practice of making veifes. ‘The perpetuat 
want of words of fimilar fignification, but of various 
lengths fuited to the meafuie, as vell as of different 
founds for the rhyme, would have necc tated me to 
hese fearched for fynonyma, would have fixed 
them in my head, and made me mifter of them. 
In confiquence of this idea I took feveral of 
the {tories of the Spectator, and turned them into 
verfe. After fome timc, when I had completely for- 
cotten the original, I wrote them anew in profe. 
Sometimes I mingled a!l my fummanies together, 
and after an interval of a few weeks, I endeavoured 
to arrange them in the beft order, before I began to 
form the entire periods or complete the difcourfe. 
This was with a view to attain a method in the ar- 
rangement of my thoughts Afte: wards, on comparing 
my work with the original, I difcovered many faults 
and corrected them. But I had fometimes the 
pleafure of imagining that 2 @ few particulars of 
little importance, I had been fortunate enough to 
correct the method oi the language, and this encou- 
raced me to hope, that perhaps I might with much 
pains attain to write decent Englifh, which was one 


of the principal objects of my ambition, 
Vhe 
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The time which I employed in thefe exercifes, and 
in reading, was the evening after the labour of the day 
vas over, the moining beforeit began, or on Sundays 
when I found means of remaining alone at the print- 
ing-houle, by abfenting myfelf fom afifting at di- 
vine fervice My father infifted on my attending re- 
cularly at church while I lved in his houte , in uth 
I fill confidered it as my duty, although 1t appeared 
to me that I had not time to piactife it, 

At the age of fiateen I read a work by Tryon, m 
which he recommends a vegetable diet, I 1efolyedto 
obferve it. My brother being a bachelor, did not 
keep houfe, but boarded himfelf and his apprentices 
with a neighbour. My refufal to eat animal food 
was productive of inconvenience, and I was fiequently 
fcolded for my fingulanty. I made myfelf mafter 
of the mode in which Tryon prepared feveral of his 
difhes, fuch as fimply boiling potatoes, or rice, mak. 
ing hafty-pudding, and the like. I then told my 
brother, that if he would allow me weekly the one 
haif of what ue paid for my board, I would main- 
tain my(clt. Ye confented immedietely, and I foon 
found that even of this halt, I could fave a pait. 
‘This was a new fund for the purchafe of books, and 
was alfo produdtive uf other advantages. When my 
brother, and the workmen, left the p:.nting-hovfe 
to go to dinner, I remaimed, and quickly di:fpatch- 
ing my flight repaft, which was often no more than 
a bunfcurt or a flice of bread, with a handful of dried 
railins, o1 a cake from she paftry-ccoks with a glafs 
of water, | had the icmainder of the time till their 


C3 return 
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return fo. fludy, and m, posicl was im pronation 
fo that chown s of wdeeg ont miomptnudc of con. 
Ce tion, which are tue concomiuants of temperance, 
mevme andi voog 

Tivits 2EG1 ti satietesycoat bansaputte the blufh 
for my icnorance in aruome k, Whi T hed twice 
failed to learn at fchool, 1 took up Cocker, and 
went through the whole of wobs myfllt, wih whe 
fice tolk facut. 

I icad ane the nawvictton of Sillui, and Sturmy, 
andmatemyfir mate: of yhe. ttle geometry they 
eomainca; Lut [news wsdl am, orcat. progiefs: 19 
that feence 1 read nearly aout che fame time, 
Roce sin c5 9) al engl! pak no, and the Art 
Si  eiatonc la a LRAeiPol twoyal 
sive [wy febouu a io foun and impiove my 
ru [met ath an Eneldh cram, Pthink it 
way Gren ord lacuie tard of vingh; theres tuo 
Ire efisys or sheturic and lo,ic, im the lait f found 
an counts of a Socrene difpriation — Soon alter- 
vast VT proceccd 4.raphon’s Munorabilia of Socia- 
tes, mm wenich fevcral other ver yiles of this method 
ere gs.cn = L embraced it with enthufafm, and in- 
ftan ly rcpounced blunt coptiaditttou, as well as di- 
rect ord pofiuye aiymur.cat, aud confined myfell to 
an fimple mode of afhing qucflions. ‘Lhe se.ding of 
Shaftefour, end Collins mide me a Pyrrhonifl, and 
as 11 as fo previoufl,, with 1efpect to feveral rele. 
ous dodrines, I fou d that the Soctatic mode of rc 
formag was more adventagcous for myfelf, as well as 

Wore 
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move embariafiing to thofe againft whom 1 employ ed 
it 

I foon took much dilizht in it,and pir€ifed it on 
all accafions, and I became destious in obtvans, 
even from tho’%e who wore wuch any func ois 11 
point of knowledge, concetions of whe'e cont. 
queaces they themlclhis wee not aware T th 3 
embaiafled them in difficulties, from wich they 
could not eatiicate themfelves, and often obtained 
victories neither due to my caute, norto my algae 


ments. 
I continued to ufe this mode of difputanion during 


feveral ycats, however, [ gave it up by degrees, 
only picfervint the habit of exprefing myfelf in 
telms of difidence and modety, and when I ad- 
vanced any doubtial pofition, | was careful neve to 
ule the woids certamly, undoubtedly, ot any othe. 
that mipht convey the ide1 of obftrmate attachment 
tomy own opinion. I would racher fay, J conceive, 
ol! fuppufe fuch a thing may be fo, it appears to m2 
that I footld think fo or fo, fu fuch o fuch rcefens , 
ol, Linagime it may be thus o1 thurs, if [am vot de- 
cerved ‘This hab.t I think has been veiw ufeful to 
me, when I have been defiious of impreiling my 
opinions on the muads of other men, or of perfuad- 
ing them to adopt meafures, which I have fiom time 
to time piopofed to them, and fince the chief ends 
of converfation are to inform, 01 to be informed , to 
pleafe, or to pei fuade , Learnetly defue, that enlight- 
ened and well-nycaning men, may not voluntarily di- 
pumifh the power which they pofels of doing good, 


C4 by 


north Lolieewen svi atta OF 


Ls apofure aod p.c'umptuous manne: of exprefliinys 
meme es, V tach never fads to difeuft then hearers, 
to excite oppoiition, and to deftio: all the purpofes, 
for winch fpeech has been be‘tuwcd on mai. 

Ina word, 1f youare difrous oi infliucting others, 
a pofi ive anc dogmatical manner of advancing your 
option, ferves only to provoke contradiction, and 
to prevcnt you fiom bung litencd to wath attention. 
If with a wifh to Icain, and to profit fiom the 
knowledge of others, you expiels yourfelf as one 
ftrongly attached to your own opinions, modeft and 
fenfible men, who are averfe to conteft, wsll prova- 
bl, alloy you to remain in peace! « pofleii.on of your 
emors. In following fuch a method, you can rarely 
hope to pleafe your auditois, fo as to conaiate their 
good wall, or to perfuade fuch as you aie defirous of 
inducing to concur with you, in your intentions. Pope 
judra:oufly obfcivcs, that 


‘eeivT nie tse ts 1 VOU taagiit thir Tot; 


‘ Seat mgs vali oy 1 pro, os d eschings forgot ”? 

He alfo adviles 

© To fpeak, the’ fare, with feemine difhderce,’ 

Be might here have added a line, which he has 1n- 
jerted in enother place, in my opinion, with Icls 
propriety 

“ Tors ant of mede%, 15 want of fonfe ” 

If you afk, why I fay with lefs propriety ? I will 

mention the two lines togcther : 


“ TImmodcft words admit cf no defence, 
Jor want of modes 1. want of fenfe ”’ 


But 
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But 1s not the want of fenfe, when a man has the 
misfortune to be in that predicament, a fort of apo- 
logy for the want of modefty ? And would not thefe 
lines be more confonant to tiuth weie they written 
thus , 


Tmmodelt word., »dmit due thes def ce 
That wint of iodcity so int of funfe 


This, however, I refur to thofe who aie bettey 
judges ot thefe matters than I can pretend to be. 
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Voor Freel a as cose to acquue Lateray Peputat's —He 
fot fine ansnynsus Lflays to Fis Brother's New s-paper— 
Tee Ontgnt f tis Aeerfion to Ail trory Power —H vecomus 
Pyccitertd wil Is Situation—Le ins Pofen—Lemlarks for 
New Vork et the age of Setuntun—asiir ves there, and fets 
cut fot asta foe Philad tphio—Sares the lye of a Dutth 
nu—d Diffestation come. ning the Pleum’s Progiifsy wil 
don by the celelretd Fohn Bur n—Own dutin curves bine 
fF of a bec he drinting cold Water—Some Account of 
Dr Lig in—Avical on Putt spre ati 


i Y brothe ieiol\ed in 1720 or 1721, to fet 


up a news-paper , 1t was the fecond that had 
been printed in America, and was enutled, ‘ The 
New Fneland Courant ,” the only onc that ever ap- 
pearcd before, was the ‘“ Bofion New, Letters.” I 
recollect very well, that fome of his friends wifhed 
to diiluade him from this cnterprize, reprefenting it 
23a fcheme that in all human probability would 
provc unfuccefoful, becaufe, according to them, a fingle 
news paper was fuflicient for all Amciica. Notwith- 
ftanding this, there arenow (in 1771) no lefs than 
iveniv-five 
He howe et carr ed his project into execution, and 
Twas employed in diftributing the papers among his 
cultomers, after having affifted in piuntng and wo1k- 
ing them off 
There were a few ingenious men of my brother’s 
acquaintance, who ammicd themlelyes by wiitng little 


effiys 
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eflys for hes panei, and this ciicumftance not only 
addal to the credit, but augmented the fale of ke 
Chefs mune nen often called uponus, 1 liltened to 
the conve fation with great eazernels, and head 
them evvlt at the eood recertion which then writings 
reretved fiom the pvt’ cL wns tempted co alptie to 
the fane Lind efirepumton, but as Iwas {hill a boy. 
J saturalls cuoush vonet led tiat my bicthe: would 
not mfert any thine of whch he knew me to be the 
author Licfolved thcretore to dilguife my hand- 
wring, and having drusn up an aionymous f{pecu- 
lation, T putat that very night undu the pimtng- 
houfe door. It was found pext moining, and imme- 
dhatlly communicated to the little hterary club; they 
scad it in my own heauns, and i eajoyed the caquilite 
fausfaciion of Laowime that it had obtamed thea ap- 
probatioa, ond, shat amone thei various conjectures 
conce mas the author, they did not mdicate a fingle 
perfon who did not crioy a great reputation for ge- 
mius and abilities in the province. At prefent T am 
v clined to fuppofe that Iwas catiemely lucky im my 
yutre,, and that they were not fo caccllent as I be- 
lieved themtobe I ncouraged, however, by then ap- 
pleufe, 1 wiote and fent to the prefs in the fame man- 
ner, feveral other papers of my compotition, all of 
which were allo approved of, and I preferved my fe- 
cict until my lite flock of ideas wes completely ex. 
hauted 

bit biotaer from that moment began to havea lit. 
tle more relpedl for me, but he fll looked upon 


1, ¥ ' yt 
Ras oS D y maflcr, continued to treat me as an ap- 
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pientice, and infited on receiving the fame fervices 
from me as if | had been an utter ftranger. J, on the 
other hand, imagined that he required too much from 
mein many cafes, and thoucht ms felt intitled to more 
indulsence on the part of a brother Oui difputes 
were often referred to my father, and I am inclined to 
tan’: that tne other was either for the moit pait in the 
wrong, or that] was the better advocate of the two ; 
for jadgnent was commonly declared in my favour : 
But my brother, v ho was choleric, ftill conunued ta 
{tr.ke me, a circumftance which I took in great 
dudgeon 

T have been ofien fince induced to think, that this 
harfh and tyrannical treatment, contributed not a 
little to umprint in my mind, that averfion for arbitrary 
power which I have retained during the remainder 
of my hfe. 

In a fhort time my apprenticefhip became fo infup- 
portable, that I fighed after an opportunity to fhorten 
it, at laft one prefented itfelf in a very unexpected 
manncr. <A paragraph inferted in our paper, con- 
cerning fome political futject which I do not at pre- 
fent rccollect, happened to give great offence to the 
aflembly My brother was arrelied, reprimanded, 
and imprifoned, by the fpeaker, becaufe, as I imagine, 
he would not give up the author. I myfelf was allo 
taken into cuftody, and examined before the council ; 
but although I did not give any fatisfaction to sts 
members, on the fubj.ct concerning which I was quef- 
tioned, they contented themlelyes with admomihing 

Mey 
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me, tonfidering me perhaps as obliged, in quality of an 
apprentice, to preferve my mafter’s fecrets inviolable. 

Notwith{tanding our private quariels, my brothei’s 
jmprifonment infpired me with much refentnient. 
While it continued I was intrufted with the direction 
of the paper, and Thad the coutage to infert fome 
bold obfervations upon the conduct of his profecutors. 
This circumftance gave great fausfaction to him, but 
his adverfaries began to Jook upon me in an unfavour- 
able point of view, and to confider meas a dangerous 
young man, much given to libels. 

The enlargement of my brother was accompanied. 
by a very ftrange otder fiom the aflembly, diiecting, 
that “ James Franklin fhould no longer print the 
news-paper, entitled, The New England Courant.” 

On this he aflembled all his friends in our printing- 
houfe, in order to confult what was proper to be done 
in this conjuncture. Some piopofed to elude the fen- 
tence by altering the title of the news paper, but my 
brothei perceiving great inconvenience in this fcheme, 
it was at length agreed, that 1t would be infnitesy bet- 
ter to printit henceforth under the name of Benjamin 
Franklin, and in ordci to evade the vengeance of the 
aflembly, which might ove whelm him, under pretence 
of {till printing this news-paper, though the interven- 
tion of his apprentice, 1t was decided that my inden. 
tures fhould be given up, with a complete and final dif. 
charge at the back of it, fo that it might be produced 
by me in cafe of neceffity , but, that in orde: to infure 
to my brother the benefit anifing from my {rvices I 
fhould fign a new contract for the unexpited part of 
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theta, viech Mould be lot ficret. Lins was a 
Vuy aa eininjeerat  Towas, however, platy 
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ant lesa ies icaduiel au i ea zo eon ) eC Dep 
tween my brother and me, 1.0. detcruimned to make 
we ory Pewly-acquicd Lact . prefurime tha: he 
vould not dare.o prod wet ca ca cntimo whch 
iiaiiere aoe levers th fore Voter 
OR my perso Mase eed Ils Ge Wl Corctiels Hi 
COPE CNT Wms ce. Go Of (he Ault 
Civors bane cote Mee. eo! Ut ieee relly ote | 
NISC Let Lie scit.0) Ol tes Id, Cb tered a3 
twas by rclenirrent, ore ovat of the Lows which 
my Brot 7s avaer had ocr “uced lim to make 
MIL ENper ch, Malian Gh at owt relpccls Mus cifpo- 
Poioy as Not paths Lad, Porbaps miy antes 
vue chas tog ed im futher t prot ocduon 

Whon he percenvcd that Iwas icfolv.d to leave 
bes, be end.a-oucd to pievem me fiom woking 
Wile Ciewemes deceive vy wicut) to. call (the 
pti dunrthoules 11 the town, end propoefed the 
wef c-pripees «amt mic, v ho confegueatly refuied 
fo fire Md GN aE reece 

ta dete mmed to 1 7 to New-York, which 
eG ths rome foun apd there wdAS al picts Alter 
lone confi*er ition, ses comumd in my deSen of 
leas nt, Dofloa, v pore Dhad alrcedy rendered myiclf 
odious to government. It apuealcd to me tole very 
fiw. vter sheath trary pr cl dings of the aficmL] 
soem b ober, tat any louge flay there m EN 
erpule 
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expofe me to embariaflnents, and I had fill gieater 
reafon to feat this, as my indifcrect difputes concern- 
ing religion, made me begin already to be looked 
upon with horror by the faithful, who confidered me 
as an Apoftate, or an Atheaft. 

Laccordingly came to a deteimination ; but my fa- 
ther being for this once on my brother’s fide, I pie- 
fumed that if I departed openly, they would take the 
propel means to prevent me. 

My frend Collins undertook to aff{t me in my 
fight. He made a bargain fo. my paflage w th the 
captain ofa floop, belonging to New-Yoik, to whom 
he told thatI was a young man of Ins acquaintance 
who had an intiigue with a woman of bad character, 
whofe relations wifhed to force him to marry he, and 
that in confquence, I neither daied to appeai, nor to 
depait publicly. 

Yfold pait of my books in order to procuie a fmall 
fum of money, and I then repaired fecretly on board 
the floop. By means cfa good wind I found myfelf 
in three days at New-York, 300 mules d.ftant fiom 
the place of my nativity, at the age of feventeen, 
without the Ieaft recommendation, without even 
knowing a fingle perfon m that towa, and with a very 
{canty {upply of money in my pocket. 

The attachment I had once formed to the hfe of a 
failor was entiiely evaporated, elfe | might now have 
fatisficd my propenfity in favour of that occupation ; 
but having another trade, and thinking m;felf a good 
workman, I did not hefitate to offe1 my fe1vices to 
the only printer in this town, old Mr. Willan Brad- 
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ford, who had been fettied in Pennfylvan‘a, but had 
quitted that province, on account of a quariel .ith Go. 
vernor Keith. Tic could not give me any employment, 
having but tide to do, and bung ehcady provided 
v1h a fufhcient numbe of men, but he told me that 
his fon, who was a printer m Philadelphia, had fome 
time fince loft his principal workman, Aquila Rofe, 
and tnat if went there, he believe I might be em- 
ployed by him. 

Piuladciphia is one handred miles fiom New-York, 
b.t Pd not hefitare to embark on board a fmall 
vor, in order to repair by the fhorteft cut to Amboy, 
lea.etg my trunk and eflects behind, which were to 
cunetome by a cucwtous voyage. In croffing the 
Bay we experienced a gale of wind that tore all our 
furl:, \.hich, bo the bye, were very rotten, prevented 
us fiom entering the Schur thill, and obliged us to 
Lear away for Long-Tfland. 

During the form, a drunken Dutchman, who was 
a pouenger as well ox mviclf, fell over-board.. At the 
mo pnt be plunced ria the fea, ] feized hold ot him 
1. the hor of F.s head, and drew him toy ards the 
vetici, fo thar vin a lathe help I contuved to get 
hrs once More on board. his immerfion feemed to 
m ce bm a litle more fober, and he foon after fell 
alep, having frft pulled a book out of his pocket, 
+ 11ch be b..cecd me vo dry for him ; this happened to 
be a tran Tend of my old favourite Bunyan into 
tow Du ch, it was an excellent impreflion, on fuper- 
(ing eaper, with copper-plate prints , a more favour- 
ablz a, cwence than [ had ever fccn w aflume in the 

original. 
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origmal. I have fince learned, that it tas becn tianf- 
tated into moft of the J wopean langurges, and I am 
perfnaded, that, after the Bible, 1t1s oac of the books 
ss hich has been moft in circulation. 

Honeft John 1s the fuft ] know of, who has min- 
cled narrative and dialogue together; a mode of 
writing very engrging to the reader, who in the molt 
interefting paffages, finds himfelf admitted, as it 
were, into the company, and prefent at the converfa- 
tion, Defoe has imitated him with fuccels in his Ro- 
binfon Crufoe, his Moll Flanders, and feveral other 
avorks, and Richardfon has done the fame in his 
Pamela, &c. 

On approaching Long-Ifland we found ourfel es 
unable to land, on account of the furf on that part 
of the coaft, which proved to be very 1ocky We 
therefore caft anchoi and veeied out our cable, foas to 
bing us as near as pofhble to the fhore , fome of the 
inhabitants came down towards the fea-fide, and hailed 
us, as we dd them , but the wind was fo {trong and 
the waves fo boificious, that we could not undaftand 
one another We perceived feveral fmall boats, and 
we made figns, and defircd them to come with one 
of thefe and take us trom on board, but they either 
did not comprehend us, or our requeft appeared im- 
praCucable to them, for they foon alte: 1etmed 

Night now approached, and nothing elle was left for 
us but to have patience until the wind abated , in ex- 
peCtation of this event, the pilot and I determined, if 
pofible, to get alittle fleep In order to accomplifh 
this, we yetired between the hatches, and rejoined the 

D Dutchman 


34 THE PRIVATE LIFE OF 


Lutchman, who was fill wet The w aves, however, 
Wa crrowand thea bro! c ovcr the veflel, ran thiough 
the tame of the huts ga.rter deck in fuch a manner, 
that we were 0” nearly as much drenched as himfelf, 

We had but hittle repofe durmg the nicht, but 
the vind having become a lirle lefs violent next 
morning, we fucceeded in reaching Amboy before 
the ev_ring, aftlr hoxng been thirty bours dcftitute 
of proviSons ord deprived of em Jtecr nounsfhment 
than a bottle of badium, the w 21 on wach we failed 
being {alt 

I retired to bed early, with a very violent fever, J 
had fomew here read, that cold wat.r drunk in abund. 
ance, was an eacellent remedy on this occafion: [ 
accordingly rolloved the piefciption, and having 
iveated copiouly during the gicatelt part of the 
nicht, the fuser leit me. 

Next morning I pafled the ferry, and continued my 
journey on foot. I had fifty miles to travel before I 
reached Burlington, where I had been told I fhould 
find a boat that would carry me to Philadelphia. It 
rained hard during the whole day, and] was wet to 
the fkin. Finding myfelf extremely fatigued about 
noon, I {topped at a miferable public-houfe, where { 
paffed the reft of the day, and the enfuing night I 
now almoft began to regret that J had ever left home, 
for my appearance was fuch, that I was fufpected of 
being a runaway fervant, this I perceived by the 
queftions put to me, and J began to think that I ran 
fome rifh of being arrefted as fuch. 1 however con- 
tinued my journey neat morning, without interrup- 
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tion, arlived on the fame evening within eight o1 fen 
mules of Builingten, and took up my quaiters at 
an inn kept by a perfon who pafled by the name 
of Di. Brown. 

This man entcred into convetfation with me, du- 
ring fupper, and finding that I had read a little, he 
teltified the hvelielt friendfhip for, and intereft in my 
behalf our acquaintance continued duting the 1¢- 
mainder of his Life. I imagine that he had been 
what 1s commonly termed a Quack DoGor, ior there 
was not a fingle city im England, or indeed in any 
country in Europe, of which he could not give fome 
delciiption. He poflefied a ceitain degree of learning 
and genius, but he was an Infidel; anda few years 
aftcr, he wickedly attempted to turn the Bible into 
burlefque metre, as Cotton had formerly srave/ied 
Virgil By thefe means he repiefented a number of 
facts under 2 ridiculous posit of view; this circum- 
ftance might have piven great offence to weak minds, 
if tis work had been publifhed, but it neve: made 
its appearance I {pent that evening at his houfe, 
and reached Burlington next morning. 

I had the mortification to learn, that the ufuat 
paflage boats had fet off fome time before my ar- 
rival. This was on a Saturday, and theie would not 
be a fimilar opportunity betore the following Tuef- 
day. Tinftantl ieturned towards an old woman’s 
houfe, who had fold me fome gingerbread, which I 
intended to have ate upon the water, and of her 
demanded what was to be done? She invited me 
to lodge with ha, until fome new occalion thould 
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preient itfelf, of embarking on board a veflel bound 
for Philadelphia, being greatly fatigued with tra- 
veliing fo far on foot, 1 accepted her kind offcr. 
When fhe heard that [ wasa printer, fhe endeavouicd 
to prevail upon me to remain at Burlmeton, in onder 
to follow my trade theic. She was ignorant of the 
fums to be advanced, and the capiral neceflary for 
carrying iton! | found true hofpitality under her 
rool. She gave mc, with a very good grace, a dinner 
compofed of ox-cheek, and would accept nothing im 
return, but a pint of aie 

Tthouzht myf{clf fixed here until nest Tuelday, 
but happening to valk that very evening on the 
banks of the ier, I percersed a boat bound to Phi- 
ladeiphia, in which there was a great number of paf- 
fengers. They received me initantly on boaid, and ay 
there was little or no wind, we made ule of ow oals. 
Not being able to defcry the city, towards nudnight 
feveral of our company aflured us that we had paffed 
it, and vould row no longer, the others not beng 
pofitive as to our fituation, it was decided that we 
fhould proceed no farthei , we accordingly made to- 
wards the fhore, entered a creek, end landed near an 
old palifade, the wood of which ferved us to make a 
fire, as the mght (it being in the month of Octobe: ) 
was exceedingly cold. 

We remained here until day light, a perfon in 
company then recollected that the place where we 
had fpent the night, was called Sooper’s Cieck, a 
little above Philadelphia, which we foon after dif- 
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covered. We arrived there on Sunday, about eight 
or nine o’clock in the morning, and landed at the 
Quay in Market-Stieet 

I have thus entered into all the minute details 
of the voyage, and I fhall deferbe, in the fame 
manner, whatever occurred to me, on my firft ar- 
rival in that city, fo that you may be enabled to com- 
pare fuch very unlikely beginnings with the figure 
1 afterwards made there. 
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Pionkha arvines at Philadsiplia, doje tute both of Meney and 
Ts ends—He puichafis ferme Brent, which be eats in the 
Strai—in this Stuation te hes a ghmpfe of bis future 
TU fe—He 15 en ployed in a Peinting-Houfi—Some Account 
of Kama dis Mafta—He beestacs acquuntcd wth tre 
Carne of Poinf\tvania—Gees buck te Bef'on—Ritua ns to 
Phila hlplu—Is acesmpaned by Callus—Thar 2Duarie! 
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q HEN I armed at Philadelphia, I was in my 
working drefs, my belt clozhes being in my 
trunk, which was to come round from New-York, 
by fea. Iwas befides very duty, in confequence of be- 
ing fo long in the boat; my pockets too were 
crammed with fhirts and ftockings, and J am fure thas 

L muff hat 2 made a very firange figure 
‘Lo add to my mortification, [ did not know a 
fingle perfon m the town, and was even ignorant 
where [ could find a lodging, I was extremely fa- 
tigued on account of haying rowed during the whole 
might, I was alfo very hungry, and all the money | 
had in the world, confilted of a fingle dollar, and 
a fhilling in half-pence, which I gave to the 
poammen. They refufed it at firft, becaufe I had 
helpedthem, but Linfifted on ther accepting it. A 
man 1s fometimes more generous when he has but 
httle n.oney, than when he has agreat deal ‘The 
reafon 
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reafon of this perhaps is, that on fuch an occafon he 
is defirous of concealing his poverty. 

I ptoceeded toweids the end of the ftreet, ex- 
amining both fides of it at the fame time, with the 
utmoft attention, until I anived at Market-Street, 
where I met a boy cauiyirtg fome bread in his hand. 
I hed often made an entire meal of dry bread. I 
ufhed him whete he had purchafed it, and went 
ftraight to the baker’s, which he pointed our with 
his finger. I inftantly called fo. two or three bifcuits, 
thinking to find fome of the fame fpecies we had at 
Bolton, but I was informed that none of that kind 
was to be found at Philadelphia. I then afhed for a 
three-penny loaf, but I was told that they had not 
any at that price. Being entirely ignorant of the 
different prices and kinds of bread made in this part 
of the country, I defired them to give me three-pence 
worth of biead, of whatever fort they pleafed On 
this I got thee large loaves; I was furprifed at re- 
ceiving fo many, but took them neverthelefs, and 
having No empty room in my pockets, I conunucd 
my walk, with a Joaf under each arm, as to the 
other, | held it in my hand while I ate it. In this 
manner I pafled along Market-Streect, arrived at 
Fourth-Strect, and paraded before the houfe of Mr. 
Read, the fathe: of the young woman who was after- 
wards my wife She happened at that very moment 
to be at the door, and had good reafon to think that 
I made a very fantaftical appearance, 

After this I turned the corner into Chefnut-Street, 
eating my bread all the way, and having thus made 
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a circuit, Liourd myflf once more upon the Quay 
11 Marke*-Strect, within a few yards of the boat in 
vinch Thad arved ET dckended a few fteps in or- 
der to drink jome of the water of the river, and 
finding my{clf entirely fatiofed with my fift loaf, I 
beltowed the other two on a woman, who, with her 
fon, had been my companions on our eacurfion 
bv water. 

Being now refrefhed, I again wandered along 
the ftreet. It was then filled \ 1h a number of per- 
fons, all of v hom were very neatly dieffed, and walk- 
ed after one another, ina decent and orderly man- 
ner, eluays keepine the fame fide of the way. I im- 
mediatcly joined and accompanied them to the Qua- 
ker’s meeting-houfe, nea the Market. 1 fat down as 
the schas did, red after having fpent fome time in 
locking around me, withovt heaing a fingle word 
uttered, being eaccedingly fatigued with my labour. 
and want of reft during the preceeding night, J fell 
into a profound fleep. [icmained in this fituation 
until the aflembly {feparated, when one of the affift- 
ants had the complaifance to awaken me This con- 
fecuently vas the firft houfe which [ entered, or in 
which I flept, after my arrival in Philadelphia. 

T now once more regained the flreet, and continued 
to walk alone the fide of the river; during my pro- 
erefs I attentively examined the faces of all the pal- 
fengers wnom I met, and at length fixed upon a young 
Ourker, «hofe phyfognomy pleafed me: { accord- 
ing'y accofied and hefonght him to inform ine 
vhere a ftianger might be able to find a lodging ° 

: We 
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*t'e weie then exactly oppofite the fign of the Three 
Sailors. “They receive ftrangers there,” fays he, 
pointing out the place at the fame time with his 
finger, ‘but the houfe is not of good repute , 1f thou 
« wilt accompany me, I will fhow thee a better one.’” 
He accordingly conduéted me to the Crooked Billet in 
Water-Street. 

There I ordered a dinner, and while I was eating 
it, the people of the houfe put feveral queftions to 
me. My youth and appearance led them to fuppofe 
that I was a fugitive. After dinner my inclination 
to fleep returned again; a bed was accordingly pre- 
pared for me; 1 caft myfelf upon it, without undiefs. 
ing, and flept till fix o’clock at night, when they 
awakened and called me to fupper. After that I 
returncd to bed at a very early hour, and flept with- 
out interruption, until the next morning. 

AAs foonas I arofe I diefled myfelf as well as pof- 
fible, and 1epaired to the houfe of Andrew Bradford, 
the printer. I found his father, whom [I had feen 
at New-York, in the fhop, and who by making the 
journey on horfe back, had ariived before me at 
Philadelphia. He prefented me to his fon, who res 
ceived me in avery kind manner, and invited me to 
breakfaft , but he informed me, that he had no ocea- 
fion for a workman at that time, being provided with 
one alittle before Headded that there was another 
printer of the name of Ke:mer in the town, who had 
juft entered into bufinels, and who might perhaps 
employ me, and in cale ot his refufing to do fo, he 
himfelf would moft willingly give mea lodging, and 
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2 Litle work from time to time, until fomething bets 
ter might occur. 

‘Lhe otd mai offered of his own accord to conduct 

¢ to the new printer’s, and when we had ariived 
there, ‘‘Neighbour,” fays he to him, “I have 
“brought youa young man of your profeffion ; per- 
“Chaps you may ftand in need of his fervices.” Keimer 
put a fev queftions to me, placed a compofing ftick in 
my hand, in ordcr to fee in what manner I worked, 
and then foid that he would give me employment in 2 
fhort tire, but that at prefent he had no occafion 
for me. 

Looking upon old Bradford to be a perfon who 
wehed him well, and was defirous to ferve him, he 
began to converfe with him about his prefent entei- 
prife, and his future profpects. Bradford was careful 
not to difcover himfelfto be the father of the other 
printer, and as foon as Keimer told him, that he 
hoped ina fhort time to have the greateft part of the 
bufinefs of the town in his own hands, he by means 
of fev eral cunning inter, ogauions and artificial doubts, 
led him to difclofe the foundation of his hopes, and 
the manner in which he intended to proceed. 1 was 
prefent at, and heard the whole of this converfation, 
and I was not long in difcovering that one of them 
was an old fox, and the other a filly novice. 
Bradford foon after depaited and left me with Keimer, 
v ho was exceedingly farprifed when I informed him 
\ hat and who the old man was. 

I four 2 that Keimer’s printing utenfils confifted of 
an old damaged prefs, and a iccond-hand fount of 
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Englifh types, pretty much ufed, and which he him- 
felt employed at that very time in compofing an elegy 
on Aquila Rofe, whom { have mentioned before. 

This young man, who, to great abilities, united a 
moft excellent character, had been much beloved and 
efteemed in the town’ He was fecretary to the af- 
fembly, and had a very fine turn for poetry. Kemer 
alfo made verfes, but they did not rfe above medi- 
ocrity. He could not, indeed, de faid with propriety, 
to write verfes, for it was cuftomary with him to 
compofe them with his types, juft as they firuck his 
imagination, and as he worked without any copy, 
had no more than one pair of cafes, and the elegy 
was likely to occupy all hus etter, 1t was umpoffible 
for any one to aflift him. I undertook to put his 
prefs, of which he had not as yet made any ufe, and 
concerning which he was entirely ignorant, into 
proper order, and having promifed to come back and 
work off his elegy, as foon as it fhould be ready, I re- 
turned to Mr, Bradford’s, who gave me fome trifle 
to employ myfelf upon for the moment, and alfo my 
bed and board. 

A few days after this, Keimer fent for me, in order 
to work off his elegy He had by that time pro- 
cured another pair of cafes, and a pamphlet to ree 
print, upon which he inftantly employed me, 

Both the printers of Philadelphia appeared to me 
to be totally deftitute of the qualities neceflary to in- 
{ure fuccefs in their profeflion. Bradford had never 
been brought up to the bufinefs, and was exceedingly 
illiterate. Keimer was a little better educated, but 
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he vas no more than a fimple compofitor, and undet- 
{tood noching at all of prefs-wo.k. Ile had been ore 
of the Fyerch Picphets, and he knew how to imitate 
their fupernatural agitations At this period of 
Our acquaintance, he prof fied no particular religion 
whatever, but a little of all at times, he was very 
ignorant of the world, and had a great deal of guile 
in his heart, av I had occafion afterwards to difcovet. 

Keimer was vely unbepp, that I lodgcd at Brad- 
foid’s, while i worked for him He was indeed in 
poficfiion of a whole houfe, but it was entirely defti- 
tute of moveables, fo that it was umpoffible for him 
to accommodate me there Ile procured me a lodg- 
inc, however, at Mi Read’s, whom I mentioned be- 
fore, and \.ho was the landlord of his houfe 

My trunk and effcéts, hasing arrived at this time, 
I dreffid myfelf fo as to appear before Mifs Read, in 
2 better plight than «hen chance firft difcovered 
me to her, eating a loaf, and wandering along the 
itreets. 

I now beeari to form an acquaintarice among fuch 
of the yourg men in the town as were fond of read- 
ing, and I fpent many very agreeable mghts in their 
company , I was at the fume time enabled to gain a 
good deal of money by my induftry, and to live very 
well and very contented, thanks to my frugality. 
Thus I endeevoured to forget Bofton as much as pof- 
fible, and did not with that the place of my nativity 
fhould be kno-sn to any perfon except my friend 
Collins, with whom I Fert up a conflant correfpon- 
denec, “nd who faithful prefersed my fecret. 
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A cucumftance, however, occurred fvon after that 
mace me retuen hore much jooner than I had at firft 
propofed. I had a brother-in-law of the name of 
Robert Holmes who was mafter of a floop, em- 
ployed asa coafter between Bofton and the Delaware. 
Finding himifelf at Newcaftle, torty mules below Phi- 
ladclphia, he thee happened to hear of mc, and 
wiote me a letter, in which he informed me of the 
forrow, which my precipitate departue fiom Bolton 
had occafioned to my parents, and of the great af- 
feclion they flill entertained tawards me, afluring 
me at the fame time, that cvery thing would be ac- 
commodated to my entue fatisfaclion provided I re- 
turned, a proceeding which he molt earneftly ex. 
horted me to, In my 1eply to his letter, 1 thanked 
him for his good advice, but I at the fame time fpeci- 
fied the reafons which had induced me to Jeave Bolton, 
with fo much force and piecifion, that he was coa- 
vinced I was not fo much in the wrong as he had at 
fu ft imacimed. 

or William Keith, goveinor of the Province, 
was at this very time at Newcaltle. Captain 
Holmes happenmg accidentally to be1a his company, 
when he icccived my letter, took advantage of that 
Opportunity to {peak waimlyin my favoul, and even 
to fhowit to hia, The goveinor read it, and ap- 
peared aftoniicd, when he Jeained my extreme 
youth Te oblerved that I was a young man, of 
Whom great expcctatioas might be jultly formed; 
th.t I ought to be en ouraged, that the piinters in 
Pic tdphia were all vay ignorant in refpect to their 
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bufinefs , that if I were eftablifhed there, there could 
be no manner of doubt of my fuccefs, and that for 
his part he would employ me to print for the govern. 
ment, and would do me every other fervice in his 
power. My brother-in-law afterwards recounted all 
thefe particulars to me at Bofton, but{ was entuely 
ignorant of them at the time 

One day as Keimer and I happened to be at work 
together near the window, we perceived the governor 
and another gentleman, who proved to be Colonel 
French of Newcaltle, both very elegantly dreffed, 
They came flraight towards our houfe, and in a 
few feconds we heard them both at the doer. 
Kermei thinking the vifit intended for him, immedi- 
ctely went down ftairs to receive them, but the gover- 
nor, after afking for me, afcended to the apartment 
where I was fiationed, and with a politenefs and con- 
defcenfion to which I had been hitherto unaceul- 
tomed, paid me many compliments, defired to be bet- 
ter acquamted with me, reproached me for not 
making myfelf known to him on my arrival, and 
infifted on my accompanying him to a tavern in 
order to drink a glafs of Madeira with him and the 
Colonel. 

I muft acknowledge that I was nota little furprifed 
at the honour now done me; and as for Keimer, he 
appeared in a ftate of {tupefaftion. 

I, however, accompanied the governor and his 
friend, to a tavern at the corner of Thnd ftreet, 
where he propofed over a glafs of wine, that I fhould 
cftabhi{h a printing hopfe. He infifled on the pro- 
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pability of my fuccels, and both he and Colonel 
French affured me, that I might depend upon their 
influence and proteétion, and that they would unite 
their efforts, in order to procure me al! the public 
bufinefs of this and the adjacent piovince. When I 
exprefled my doubts of my father’s affifling me in this 
enterprize, Sir Wilham told me, that he would give 
me a letter to him, and that he had no n.anner of 
doubt but that he would comply with his requelt. It 
was accordingly determined that I fhould return te 
Bofton by the fi ft veffel that failed for that port, with 
a letter of recommendation from the governor to my 
father. In the mean time, it was agreed, that this 
project fhould remain feciet, and that I fhould con- 
tinue to work for Keimer as ufual. 

The governor invited me to dine with him, from 
time to time ; I looked upon this as a very great ho- 
nour, and I was fo much the more fenfible of it, as 
he converfed with me in the moft affable, familiar, 
and amicable manner that could be imagined. 

Towards the conclufion of the month of April, 
1724, a {mall veflel prefented itfelf for Bofton, on 
this I took leave of Keimer, as if my intentions had 
been merely to return in order to fee my parents. 
‘The governor prefented me with a long letter, in 
which he communicated the moft flattering accounts 
of me to my father, and ftrongly recommended the 
project of eflablifhing me at Philadelphia, a plan 


which, according to his opmion, could not fail to 
piake my fortune, 
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In defcending the river our veflel ftruck upon a 
fand bank, and {prung a leak, the weather was alfo 
ftormy, and the fea tempeftuous in fhort we were 
obliged to make ufe of the pump without intermiffion, 
I my felf working atit in my turn, We arrived, how- 
ever, fafe and found at Boflon, at the end of fifteen 
days. 

I had been abjent feven whole months, and dung 
all that ume, my parents had heaid nothing of me, for 
my biother in law Holmes was not as yet returned, 
and had not wiitten any thing to my fnends concern. 
ing me My unexpected appearance aftonifhed the 
whole family. All, however, except my brother, were 
charred at my return, and came to bid me welcome. 
I went to fee him at his Printing-office, Lwas much 
better dreffed than I had ever been during the time I 
was in his fervice. I had on a complete new fut of 
clothes, a watch and upwards of five guineas of ready 
money in my pocket. He did not 1eceive me very 
kindly, for after examining me from head to foot, he 
applied himfelf again to his work 

The workmen afked me with great eagernefs, where 
I had becn? what fort of a country it was? and how 
I liked it? I boafted much of Philadelphia, and the 
happy life that L led there, exprefling at the fame time 
my earneft intention of returning. One of them 
having enquired what kind of money was common 
there, I inftantly drew forth a whole handful of filver, 
and fpread it before them, this circumftance won- 
derfully gratified ther curofity, pape: money alone 
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being in circulation at Bofton. I did not fail after 
this to produce my watch, but, at length, per- 
ceiving my brothe to be in a bad humour, I gave 
them a dollar to diink my health “and took my 
leave. This vifit on my part, piqued him exceed- 
ingly , for, when my mother, a fhoit time afterwards, 
{poke of a reconciliation, and of the defire fhe had 
to fee us live together for the future, as brothers, 
he informed her, that I had infulted him im fuch a 
ciofs manrer before his workmen, that he would not 
either forget or forgive it, during the whole courfe 
of his life, but in this he deceived himfelf greatly. 

The governor’s letter, appeared to occafion fome 
furprife to my father; he, however, fpoke to me, 
cut little on that fubject. At the end of a few davs, 
Captain Holmes being returned, he fhewed it to him, 
afked if he knew Su William Keith? and en- 
quired what fort of a man he was? adding, that, 
in his opinion, he had but very little difcernment to 
think of an eftablifhment for a boy, who ftill wanted 
three years of being arrived at that age, when he 
could be propeily termed a man. 

Holmes faid every thing in his power, in favour of 
the project, but my father infifted in the moft de- 
cifive manner on the incongruity of the plan, and at 
length pofitively refufed to countenance it 

After this, he wrote a civil letter to Sir Wilham, 
in which he returned him many thanks for the 
pationage and protection he had fo obliginely 
offered to his fon, but tefuled to affift me, 
at leaft for the prefent, in the plan that had 
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been pointed out, becaule, according to his opinion, 
I was jet too young to be entrufted with the manage- 
ment of fuch an important enterpiife, more efpecially 
as the neceflary preparations would require a confider- 
able capital. 

My old friend Collins, who was a clerk in the Poft 
Office, charmed with the accounts which I had given 
him of Philadelphia, conceived a prodigious inclina- 
tion to go and refide there alfo, and while I was 
waitin for my father’s determination, he fet off be- 
fore me by land for Rhode Ifland, ordering his books, 
which formed an excellent collection of tracts on 
Natural Philofophy and the Mathematics, to be car- 
tied along with my baggage to New York, where he 
propofed to wait for me. 

Although my father did not relifh the piopofition 
made to him by Sir Willram, he was yet exceedingly 
pleafed that I had obtained the patronage and recom- 
mendation of a perfon of his rank, and that my in- 
duftr, and ceconomy had enabled me to equip my- 
felf in fuch a refpectable manner, in fo fhort a time. 

Seeing no probability of an agreement between 
my brother and myfelf, afte: confenting to my re 
turn to Philadelphia, he advifed meto endeavour to 
acquire the regard of all the world, to treat every 
body with refpect, and above all things to avoid 
fatire and farcafm, to vhich he thought that I had 
but too great an inclination, adding, that with pru- 
dence, economy, and perfeverance, I might be able 
to fave a fufficient quantity of money, before I was 
twenty-one years of age, to eftablith myfelf in bufi- 
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nefs, and that if I then fhould be in want of a {mall 
fum, he would readily undertake to fupply me. This 
was all 1 wag able to obtain, except a few trifling 
prefents which he and my mother gave me, 10 token 
of their affection. 

I now embarked once more for New-York, au- 
thorifed, at length, with their approbation and be- 
nediction, The floop which I was on board, having 
touched at Newport, Rhode-Ifland, I paid a vifit to 
my brother John, who had been married and fettled 
there for fome years. 

He had always loved, and now received me with 
sieat affection. One of his fiiends, of the name of 
Vernon, happening to have a debt of about thirty- 
fix pounds fterling due to him in Pennfylvamia, re- 
quefted me to get payment of st and to keep the mo- 
ney till he fhould inform me how to employ it, he 
accordingly gave me an order for that purpofe. 
This affair occafioned me much uneafinefs in the 
fequel. 

At Newport we took on board a number of paf- 
lengers, among whom were two young women, who 
were acquainted with each other, and a female 
Quaker, who was very grave, and vety fenfible. I 
evinced an inclination to do her every fervice in my 
power, I fuppofe the was confcious of my good in- 
tentions, and in confequence took an intereft in every 
thing that concerned me. In fine, when the perceived 
that a famsliarity had taken place, and feemed to 
increafe daily, between the two other female paffen- 
gers and me, which they endeavoured by all manner 
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O: means to encourage, fhe took me apait, and one 
a“ernoon {poke to me as follows: 

‘Young man, I am quite unhappy about thee, 
“ thou haft no relations to watch over thy conduct, 
‘Cand thou doft not frem to be much acquainted 
*- with the world, and with thofe fnares to which thy 
“ xouth and inexperience render thee heble! Thou 
*mavelt depend on what I am about to tell thee 
* ‘Thefe young women lead a difordeily life, 1 pei- 
* cenve it in ail their actions. Ifthou art not upon 
“thy guard, they will diaw thee into fome ferape 
“« They are flranzers to thee. Ladvife thee, therefore, 
* by the iriendly intercit, which I take in thy pre- 
‘“‘fervation, not to form any acquaumtence with 
éo theme 

As Idid not at ficlt appear to think fo badly 
of them, as fhe did, fhe recounted a number of cu 
cumftances to me, which fhe had esther feen or head, 
and which, atthough thev had efcaped my attention, 
convinced me that fhe wis entirely in the right. I 
accordingly thanked her for her obliging advice, and 
promued to follow her coantels. 

When we aruved at New-York, they told me 
whicre they refided, and requefted me to go and fee 
them I did not, however, accept of their invitation, 
and in this I was pertectly uight, for, on the next day, 
the captain perceising that he had loft a filver {poon, 
and fome other trifles, which were fcattered about in 
the cabin, and knowing that thefe two women were 
proftuctes, be obtained a fearch warrant, went to 
ther apartments, and having there difcoveied th: 


fioier 


BFN] \MIN TRANKLIN, IL D. 53 


jiclen goods, he delivered them over to the civil power, 
mm order to be puathed according tolaw. Thus after 
having elcaped a funken rock, on which the floop 
{truck mm her pafiage, I alfo efcaped in my own 
perfon fiom an infimtely more perilous fhoal ! 

I found mv old friend Collins at New-York; he 
had anived thee fome time before me , we had been 
intimate evel fince our infancy, we had read the 
Jame Looks, and purfued the fame ftudies together ; 
but he had the advantage of bemg able to give up 
more of hig time to thofe purfuits, and to a paflion for 
the mathematics, m which fcrence he left me far 
behind him. 

When I refided at Bofton, I was accuftomed to 
fpend moft of my leifure hours in company with him. 
He was at that time a fober and induftiious young 
znan Lis knowledge had conciliated geneial efteem, 
both among the clergy and laity, and he feemed to 
propufe to make a great figure in fociety. But, 
during my abfence, he had unfortunately encouraged 
a paflion tor ftiong liquors, brandy in particular, 
and I learned not only from the report of others, but 
j1om his own confelhon, that he had got diunk every 
day fince bis arrival at New-York, and had conduct- 
ed himlelf in a very extravagant and diforderly man- 
ner. Ie had allo become fond of play, and loft 
ell lus money, fo that J wes obliged to p&y his bili 
for him at the innin whsch he had 1efided, and even 
to deiray all hiy expences durmg the journey , this 
Was a very great haidfhip upon me, 
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Mr. Burnet, who was at that time Governor of 
New-York, having heard the captain obferve, that a 
young man, a peflenger on board his veffel, had a 
great number of books, requefied him to conduct me 
to his houle 1 accepted the invitation, and would 

ave carried Collins along with me, if he had becn 
fober. The governor received me with great police. 
nefs, fheved me his library, whch was a very laige 
one, and we talxed along time to,ether about books 
and aucho.s. This was the fecond governor who had 
honoured me with lis artention ; and to a poor boy, 
as I at that umevas, thele little adventu.es did not 
failto be uncommoen', agreeable. 

We noo fet off ter Philadelphia I procured the 
money that was due to Vernon, upon the 10ad, and 
but for the aid of this fuppl, we fhould have been 
unable, without great dificult), to have performed 
our journcy. 

Collins vas defirovs of bcing employed 1a fome 
merchant’s counting-houfe, but although he had 
many eaccllent recommendet ors, either his breath 
or his countenance appa ently betrayed the bad ha. 
bits tnut he had contracted, to1 he did not fucceed 
in any of his applications, io thet he continued to 
lodge and board along with me, ard at my expence. 

Knowing that I was 1n pofleffion of Vernou’s mo- 
ney, he was continually begging a loan of part of it, 
alvays promufing to rermburfe me the moment he 
found employment In tine, he prevailed upon me 
to give him fo muc’ of it that I became exceedingly 
yneafy at the idea of what I fhould do, in cafe | fhould 

be 
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be obliged to reftore the fum. His attachment for 
hquor did not in the leaft abate, and this circum- 
ftance contributed not a little to occafion a great 
coolnefs, and even difagreement between us, for 
when he had drank a little too much, he was exceed- 
incly quarrelfome. 

Happening one day to be in a boat on the Dela- 
ware, with fome other young men, he refufed to row 
in his turn. 

“ You fhall row me home,” faid he, “ to my 
* lodgings” ‘ We fhall not row you an inch,” 
replied 1, ‘ You fhall,”? added he, * or elfe re- 
~* main all night upon the water!’ “ Come! come!” 
cried our companions, “* what does it fignify whether 
‘¢ he rows or not?” 

Being, however, exceedingly exafperated again{t 
him, on account of his mean conduét, I continued to 
iefufe to proceed any farther, on this, he fwore that 
sf I did not row, he would throw me over-board, 
fle accoidingly proceeded towards me, walking at 
the fame time acrofs the benches. 

As foon as he was within 1each of me, I ftretched 
out my hand, feized hold of him by the breeches, and 
nifing up brifkly at the fame time, I threw him head- 
foremoft into the river. I well knew that he was a 
good {wimmer, I was not therefore in the leaft appre- 
henfion for his life , in the mean while, before he was 
able to recover himfelf and board the boat, we got 
to a little diftance and entirely out of bis reach, by 
means of our oars, 
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Every time that he approached towards us, we 
afked him, 1f he would row? and we gave hun at the 
fame time a few ftrokes with our oars, in order to 
oblige him to defuil from boarding us. He was nearly 
choaked with the excefs of his rage, and obftinately 
reiufed to piomife to afm us Perceiving that his 
firensth began to fait, we at lergth hauled him 
into the boat, and biought him home quite wet to 
his lodgings. After this edveature, our coolnefs 
augmented dail). 

At length a capéun of a veflel who traded to the 
Wreft-Indies, and who was commiuloned to procure 
a tutor for the fun of a rch planter in Barbadoes, 
happening to fall in with him, propofed to carry him 
to that riland, in oidcr to fill that fituation. He ac- 
cepted this oher and left me, with a promife to 1¢- 
mit me part of Ins falary by way of 1epayment of 
the fum he ftood indebted to me, but I never afte- 
wards rece.ved any intelligence whatever conccining 
him. 
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Our Actlor foords a Sum of Money intrufted to bs Cae— 
Cirrus An aote aclative to Cod-Lifh—Pr oe for eflab- 
fing an 9 S@—Sime Account of a Vegetable Diet— 
A Pvetual Coitef—He 1s fill patromfed by the Gover nor— 
Departs from: Philadlphia—is grofsly decerved by irs Pa- 
ton—Arirus ia Londun—P» efents his feitcis of Ciedit— 
ds extremely uneafy relative to his future Conduéi in Life 
—Some Account of Governor Su Willan Keath, 


HE appiopriation of the fum of money depofited 

inmy hands, and belonging to Mr. Vernon, was 
one of the firft grand errors in my life, and this cir- 
cumfance fully proves that my father was not much 
deceived in his judgment, when he fuppofed me to be 
as yet too young to be entrufted with the manage- 
ment of an, butnefs of importance. Sir William 
Keith, howev., on reading his letter, obferved that 
he was by far too prudent, that there was a great 
difference bet vecn individuals, and, that as difcretion 
did not always accompany maturity of years, fo youth 
on the contrary was not always deprived of it. 

* Since he will no: contribute to your eftablifl.- 
f° ment, (continues he,) I will undertake to do it my- 
“* felt’ Give me a lift of the various articles which 
** aie neceflary to be bi ought from England, and I 
will fend for them direQly; you may reim- 
buife me, whenever your fitvation permits you. 
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“* Tam determined to havea good printer here, and 
** fam fure that you will fucceed.” 

He fpoke this with fuch an appearance of cord:- 
ality and iriendfhup, that I did not doubt for a fingle 
moment cf the fincerity of his profeffions. I had 
hitherto been filent in Philadelphia, relative to his 
promues, and I {till continued to keep them a fecret. If 
it had been known that I relied upon the governor’s 
word, doubtlefs I fhould have found fome friend bet- 
ter acquainted with his character than myfelf, who 
would haxe advifed me not to have trufted to it, for 
I learned in the end, that he was well known to be 
very liberal in promifes, but that he always forgot to 
fulfilthem. Having never folicited any favour from 
lim, how was it poflible for me to have divined that 
his profeflons were infincere? [ a€tuatly looked upon 
tim as the beft man in the whole world. 

I foonafter prefcnted him with a lift of the articles 
neceflary for a {mall printing-houfe, the expence ol 
which mizht amount, according to my calculation, 
to about £.100 ftcrling. He approved of every thing, 
but afked meat the fame time, 1f my prefence would 
not be neceffary in England, in ordcr to fuperintend 
the completion of his order , to infpect and choofe 
the letter-prefs, and to take care that every article 
fhould be excellent im ifs kind? “ You will alfo be 
“ able, (adds he,) to form a connexion there, and 
“eftablifh a correfpondence in the book and papet 
La Te 

I acknowledged that fuch a fcheme would be ex- 
cecdingly advantageous, © ‘Lhat being the cafe, * fays 
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he, “ be fure to get evely thing ready, 1n order ta 
6 proceed with the Anna.” 

This was the annual veflel, and the only one at 
that time which made regulai voyages between Lon- 
don and Philadelphia, but as fome months would 
elapfe previous to the failing of the Anna, I continued 
to work with Kemer. Iwas not, however, without 
great uneafinefs in refpeét to the fums which Collins 
had borrowed of me; indeed I experienced the moft 
violent and continual fears in regard to Vernon, who, 
however, very luckily for me, did not demand his 
money until fome ycars afte waids 

I believe that I have omitted a little incident in the 
recital of my firlt voyage from Bolton to Philadelphia, 
which [ fhall now relate, becaufe it will not be alto. 
gether mifplaced here, 

Dung a calm, which ftopped us exactly oppofite 
Block-1iland, our falors made the neceffary prepara- 
tions in order to catch fome cod. Until that rnoment, I 
had perfifted in my refolution of never eating any 
thing that had life mit, and upon this occafion, full 
of the ideas of my malter Tryon, 1 looked upon the 
taking of every fifh, as a fpecies of wanton murder, 
committed without any manner of provocation what- 
ever, becaufe not one of them had ever done, or could 
ever do, the leaft poffible evil to any perfon, which 
couid yullify fo cruel a maffacre! This manner of 
reafoning feemed to me to be unan{werable, but I 
had tormeily been a great lover of fih; and when it 
tame out of the frying pan, it had a moft inviting 
Jmell! 
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{ balanced for fome time betseen my principles 
and my appetite, until] began to recollect, that on 
cutting up thefe very cod, Lhad perceived a multitude 
of little hfh, taken out of thar stomachs. Oa this { 
inftantly faid to mayfelf, “Ii you thus devour one 
“* another, I feeno miner of reatoa why we fhouid 
“- not eat 10072 

In confequence of ths, f intanth fat down to the 
cod-fifh, w.th a moft eacc!lent 2ppetite, and haye con- 
tinued e‘er fince to eat like the reft of the would, re- 
turning hor cver, from time to tume, end by intervals, 
to avezetable qict. 

How commodious itis to be a recfonable creature, 
who knows either how to find, or to mvent aigu- 
ments for jullifj.ng every thing, he is defiious of 
ti ey ee a eee ee 


I lived in great friendifup wth Kemer, and we 
atreed exccedingiy, becaufe he nevci once dreamed 
of my project of {ctunz up in bufincis for myfclf He 
itil] preferved a great palt ot his enthufiafin, and was 
uncommonly iond of argument, we acceidingly had 
frequent difputa ios together I was fo accuftomed 
to puzzle him wth my Socrauc method, end had 
confounded him fo often by my gvefirons, which at 
firft appeared to be very fa diltaat from the point 
in agitation, and yet Icd to i, infeniibly em- 
barrzfing him in difica'us, aad contradiction, 
such he could not get rid of, that he at length be- 
came ridiculcufs arcumfpcQ fle eccordingly would 
Huver mase aa, reply tu the uot C ie aud farmltar 
qaucfion, 
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queftion, without fiilt afhing me, ‘“ Whatdo you 
‘- pretend to infer from that °” 

Notwithftanding this, he had formed fuch a high 
idea of my ability in 1cfuting the arguments of an 
adverfary, that he ferzowfly propofed to me, to be his 
colleague in a project he had formed of eftablifhing 
a new fect. Hewas topreach the dottrines, and it 
was tobe my bufinefs to confound all our opponents. 
However, when he began to explain himfelf to me, 
relative to his dogmas, I perceived a great number 0% 
whimfical conceits, which I 1efufed to allow, at leafi, 
unlefs my own opinions were permitted to be mixed 
withthem, in fhoit, 1 would not confent to any 
thing 1f he did not agree to adopt fome of my prin- 
ciples. 

Keimer wore his beard long, becaufe it is faid in 
the law of Mofes, “* Thou fhalt not cut the corners 
‘© of thy beard.’ He alfo {tidtly obferved the fab- 
bath or the feventh-day, and thefe, according to him, 
were two eflential points. 

They both difpleafed me, notwithftanding this, f 
confented to admut them upon the exprefs condition, 
that he would agree to eftablifh it as a precept, not to 
ule any food appertaining to the animal kingdom. He 
doubted greatly whethe: his conftitution would be 
able to {upport fuch a regimen, but I affured him on 
the contrary, that it would greatly contribute to the 
eftablifhment of his health. 

He was naturally an epicure, and I was determined 


to doevcry thing in my power in order to mortify 
his appetites. 


He 
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He confented at length to try the regumen propofeds 
and Lagreed to keep him company. We accord- 
ingly fubmitted ourfelves to it, during three whole 
months, 

A woman in the neighbourhood, purchafed, cook- 
ed, and brought us our victuals; I gave her a litt of 
upwards of forty difhes, which fhe was to prepare for 
us at different times, and into the compofition of 
which, neither fifh nor flefh was admitted. This fan- 
taftical mode of life was the more agreeable to me, 
at this time, becaufe it was extremely cheap, for the 
expences of our houfe-keeping did not eaceed 
eighteen-pence a week. 

I have fince kept Lent many times in the fame 
manner, and nearly with the utmoft poffible frictnefs, 
and I have for the moft part fuddenly fubftituted this 
regimez to my ordinary food, without experiencing 
the leaft inconiemence , this circumftance makes me 
look upon the advice gererally given ef accuftoming 
one’sfelf by degrees to the change of diet, as a matter 
of very little importance. 

Tcontinuedin good health and fpirits, but poor 
Keimer fuffered greatly He became in a fhort time 
quite weary of the enterprize, and began to figh after 
the /le/h-pots of Egypt. 

At length he ordereda fucking pig tobe roalted, 
and invited me, along with two females of our ac- 
quaintance, to dine with him ; but the pig having been 
brought home a little fooner than was expected, he 
covld not refift the temptation anfing from fo deli- 
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clous a morfel, anda€tually devoured the whole, be- 
tore our arrival. 

In the mean time I paid great attention to Mils 
Read. I had much affetion and efteem for her, 
and I had fome reafon to beheve that fhe entertained 
fimilar fentiments in regard to me. But we were 
both very young, neither of us being much above 
eighteen years of age, andas I was upon the point of 
taking along voy age, her mother thought thatit would 
not be prudent to permit our attachment to go any 
farther lengths at prefent, becaufe if we weie to be 
married, it would be much more convenient that this 
ceremony fhould take place after my return, when, as 
[had given out, I was to be eftablifhed in bufinefs for 
myfelf. Perhaps fhe alfo thought that my expect- 
ations were not fo well founded as I imagined. 

My principal companions at this time, were 
Charles Ofborne, Jofeph Watfon, and James Ralph, 
all of them very fond of reading. The two firft were 
clerks to, and lived with Mr. Charles Brockden, one 
the principal attornies in the town; the other was a 
clak in a meichant’s counting-houfe. 

Watfon was a young man of great integrity, very 
pious and fenfible. The others were a little more re- 
laxed in regard to their religious principles, particu. 
larly Ralph, whole faith as well as that of Collins, had 
been ftaggered by myfelf, they both made me fuffer 
fufficiently afterwards, by way of punifhment for this 
conduét. Ofborne poffeffed great fenfibihty, was frank 
and openin his conduét, and exceedingly attached to 

his 
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kis friends, but he affected too much to be a critic in 
regard to literature 

Ralph was witty, genteel in his manners, and ex- 
tremely eloquent. I never, in the whole courfe of 
my life, met with a more agreeable fpeaker. Both of 
them were paflionately attached to poetry, and had 
begun to compofe little fonnets, &e 

We four vere accuftomed to take very agreeable 
walks every Sunday, in the woods bordeiing on the 
Schuylkill. We read in common, and then conferred 
on the fubjeét beforeus Ralph feemed determined 
to give himfelf entrely up to the ftudy of poetry. He 
Hattered himfelf that he fhould be able to make great 
progrefs in this career, and even to acquire a for- 
tude by means of it. He pretended that the greatelt 
poets, on their firft attempting to write, had com- 
mutted as many miftakes as he himfelf had done. 

Ofborne endeavoured to difluade him from it, af 
turing him at the fume time, that he did not poffels a 
poet.cal centus, and advtled him above all things, to 
fick by the profeflion to which be had been 
brought up. 

« Ii the meicantile line,” faid he, “ you will 
‘ beavie by means of your diligence and afliduity, 
* evo t itheut a capital, to procure e nployment as a 
«© Zactor, end vou may thus, in time, acquire fufficient 
«© fiock .o begin trade wich upon your own account.” 

ais for mc, I apnioved greatly that he fhould amufe 
lumflf froin ume -to tune with poetry, but thought 
tht the fhould be done irerely with a vicw to attain 
ee Te te Nua. 
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jt was one day propofed, that each of us, at the 
next interview, fhould produce a piece of his own 
compofition in verfe. Our objeé in this experiment 
was to improve each other, by means of our oblerva- 
tions, our criticifms, and our mutual corrections, 
and as the language and expreflion was all we had in 
yiew, we excluded every idea of invention, agreeing 
that our common tafk fhould be a verfion of the 
eighteenth Pfalm, in which the defcent of the Divinity 
is defcribed. 

The epoch of our interview was juft at hand, when 
Ralph called upon me, and told me that his tafk was 
prepared. Iinformed him that I had been too indo- 
lent to perform mine, becaufe, having but little incli- 
nation towards that fpecies of literature, I had neg- 
lected to do any thing. On this, he produced the 
verfes which he had compofed, and afked me what I 
thought of them. I approved of them highly, becaufe 
they appeared to me to poflefs great and extra- 
ordinary merit. 

On this he addreffed me thus: ‘ Ofborne will 
“never allow the leaft credit to any thing of my 
“‘compofition, his envy always dictates a thou- 
“¢ fand ill-natured criticifms upon it. He is not fo 
“jealous of yous I defire therefore that you will 
“ take this, and prefent it as yom own. JI fhall pre- 
“ tend not to have had time, and confequently thall 
“not produce any thing: We fhall then fee what he 
“ fays on this fubyeét.”” I immediately confented to 
this little piece of roguery, and inftantly tranfcribed 

Ralph’s 
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Relph s tafk, in order to avoid the poflibility of de: 
tection. 

The day at length arrives, and we repair to the 
place of rendezvous. 

Watfon’s work was the firft that was read. It pof- 
fefled fome beavties, but many defetts. We then 
perufed Ofborne’s, it was far fuperior; Ralph did 
creat jultice to tt, for while he ammadyerted upon a 
fev faults, he applauded its numerous perfeCtions. 
He had nothing to produce, and it was now my 
turn. 

I made a number of difficulties, and feemed de- 
firous of being excufed , Thad not fufficient time to 
make the proper corrections, to polifh the ftile, &c. 
&c None of my apologies were, however, admitted , 
it was neceflary that I fhould produce my compofi- 
tion, [ accordingly complied ; 1t was read over and 
over again. Watfon and Ofborne immediately re- 
nounced every idea of competition, and joined in ap- 
plauding it. Ralph alone made a few criticifms, and 
propcfed fome corrections, but I ftrenuoufly de- 
tended my manufcript. Ofborne was violent againtt 
Ralph, and told him, that he was no bette: calculated 
to cliticife than to write verfes, and that he had equally 
failed in the corrections he had hazarded, and the 
poetry he had promifed, but neglected to produce. 

As foon as the others had left me in order to 1e- 
turn home, Ofborne expiefled himfelf fill more 
ftrongly in favour of what he imagined to be my pro- 


duction. He pretended to have been hitherto re 
{trained 
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rained by fear, left 1 fhould think he meant to 
flatter me. 

« But who would have imagined,” added he, “ that 
“¢ Franklin was capable af fuch a compofition ' What 
« panting! What ftrength! What fire! He has 
 aétually furpafled the onginal! In his ordimary 
“ converfation he does not appear to give himfelf 
any trouble about the choice of his words ; he even 
* hefitates, and finds it difficult to exprefs his mean- 
“ing, and yet, good God' how he writes !”’ 

At our next meeting, Ralph informed Ofborne of 
the trick we had played him, and he was rallied by 
us all on the occafion. 

This adventure confirmed Ralph in his refalution 
of becoming a poet. I didevery thing in my power 
in order to diffuade him from it, but he continued to 
make verfes, until he read Pope, and this entirely 
cured him of his paffion for the Mufes; he, however, 
became a molt excellent profe wiiter. 

I fhall fpeak more about him by and by, but as I 
may not perhaps have occafion to fay any thing con- 
cerning the other two, I fhall only obferve here, that 
Watfon died in my arms a few years after, He was 
exceedingly regretted; for he was the moft amiable 
of all our fociety. Ofborne went to the Weft Indies, 
where he became a famous advocate, and acquired 
a great deal of money, but he was cut off at a very 
early period of his life. We ferioufly agreed together, 
that whichever of us two died firft, fhould, if poffi- 
ble, return, and make an amicable vifit to the fur- 
vivor, in order to inform him fully in regard to a fu- 

Fg ture 
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ture flate-—But he has never as yet fulfilled his en. 
sagement. 

The governor appeared to be much delighted with 
my company, and invited me frequently to his houfe. 
He fill continued to fpeak of his intention oj 
eltablifting me in bufinefs, as a thing decided upon, 
Twas to carry along with me letters of recommenda. 
tion to feveral of his friends, and efpecially a letter of 
credit, in order to procure me my printing-prefs, 
types, paper, &c. &c He put off the delivery ot 
thefe letters from time to time, and always promifed 
me that they fhould be ready when I called next , but 
on my appearance fomething continually interfered 
fo as to prevent their delivery. 

Thefe reiterated delays always took place, until 
the veflel, the departure of which had been often 
procrafiinated, was at length ready to fail, on that 
occafion I once more waited upon Sir William, in 
order to take my leave, and receive my difpatches, 
His fecretary, Dr Bird, came to me, and informed 
me, that the governor was extremely bufy, at pie 
fent, but that he would be at Newcaltle, before 
the veffel could poffibly drop down there, and that 
then I might depend upon the letters being de 
livered to me. 

Ralph was determined to accompany me in this 
voyage, although he was married and had a child. 
It was believed that he undertook .t merely with 4 
defign of eftablifning a correfpondence in England, 
and of procuring merchandize, in order to be fold 


by commiffion; but I aiterwards difcovered, thal 
having 
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having fome occafion to complain of his wife’s family, 
he was determined to leave her with them, and re- 
folved never more to return to America. 

After having taken leave of my friends and made 
an exchange of vows with Mifs Read, I left Phila- 
delphia. 

‘The veflel caft anchor at Newcaftle, the governor was 
there, and I repaired to his houfe. His fecretary, who 
received me with great politenefs, informed me from 
him, that I could not fee him then, being engaged 
in bufincls of the utmoft importance, but that he 
would fend my letters on board, and that he withed 
ie a good voyage, and fpeedy return, &c. &c, 

I now repaired on board the veffel, exceedingly 
altoniflied, but yet without conceiving the leaft doubt, 
as to his intentions. 

Mr. Andiew Hamilton, a famous advocate of Phi- 
ladelphia, had taken a paffage on board the fame fhip 
for himfelf and his fon, and in conjunction with Mr. 
Denham, a quaker merchant, and Meffrs. Onam and 
Ruffel, the owners of an tron work in Maryland, had 
hired the great cabin; fo that Ralph and I were 
obliged to he along with the failors, and as we were 
unknown to any perfon in the veffel, we were treated 
likethe common men. 

Mr. Hamilton and lus fon James, who was aftere 
wards governor, happened to return from Newcattle to 
Philadelphia, being recalled at a great expence, in 
order to plead a caufe relative to a veffel that had been 
ized, fo that they did not proceed on the voyage. 

La Avery 
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Avery fhort time before we fet fail, Colonel French 
came on board, and fhewed me many civilities; from 
that moment a great deal more attention was paid to 
me, andthe other paffengers having invited me and 
my friend Ralph to occupy the beds which the Meflis. 
Hamultons were to have flept m, we accepted of 
their offer without any difficulty, and found ourfelves 
in a far more commodious fituation than we had 
hitherto experienced. 

Having learned that Colonel French had brought 
on board the governor’s diipatches, I afked the cap- 
tain for the letters which were to be intruftcd to my 
care. He informed me they had been all put toge- 
ther in the letter bag, which he could not then untie, 
but added, that before their atrival in England, I 
fhould moft undoubtedly receive them. I was fatis- 
hed for the moment with ths anfwei, and we foon 
after proceeded on our voyage. 

The paflengers in the great cabin wete of a very 
fociable difpofition, and we were exceedingly lucky 
in regard to provifions, for wenot only had our own, 
but a large quantity of poultry, &c. which Mr. Ha- 
multon had left onboard. In the courfe of the paf- 
fage, Mr. Denham contracted a friendfip for me, 
which ended but vith his life. In other refpects our 
voyage was not very pleafant, for we had exceedingly 
difacreeable weather. 

When ve arrived inthe Channel, the captain kept 
his word with me, and gave me permiflion to fearch 
the bag for be governor’s letters. 1 did not finda 
fingle one upon which m\ name Was written, or on, 

5 which 


BLONJAMIN TRANKLIN, LL.D. 71 


which it was indicated that it was to be conveyed by 
my means. I picked out fix or feven however, 
which I judged by the direcuons to be thofe which 
had been promifed me, more efpecially as one of 
them wasaddreffed to Bafkerville, the King’s printer, 
and another to a ftationer, who was the firft perfon 
whom I met with on myarrival I accordingly pre- 
fented it to him as coming from Governor Keith 

“Tam not acquaimted with the man you mean,” 
fays he, but on opening the letter, he exclaimed, “ 0 
“ itis from Reddlefden' I have known for fome 
“ time paft that he is a great rafcal, and I neither 
“ with to have any connection with, nor receive any 
“ letters from him.’ Having faid this, he inftantly 
put the letter in queftion into my hand, tuined round 
upon his heel, and left me in order to ferve fome of 
his cuftomers. 

I was quite aftonifhed at difcovering that this let- 
ter was not written by the governor, and tecalling 
now, for the firft time, a variety of cucumftances 
to my memory, I began at length to doubt of his 
fincerity. I waited therefore upon my friend Den- 
ham, and explained the whole affar He inftantly 
made me acquainted with governor Keith’s charac- 
ter, and informed me that there was not the leaft pro- 
bability that he had written a fingle line in my fa- 
vour. He added, that noone who was acquainted 
with him ever trufted to his word, and he laughed 
heartily at my idea of receiving a letter of credht, 
irom a perfon who could procure no credit fo 
himfelf, 

F 4 As 
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as I evinced fome uneafinefs relative to the part I 

had now to take, he advifed me to endeavour to find 
employment in my own profeffion. “ You will here, 
fays he,  befure to add to your ftock of know- 
“ ledge, and this circumftance will enable you to 
‘* eftablifh yourfelf more advantageoufly, on your 
return to America.” 
We were as much convinced as the flationer was, 
that lawyer Riddlefden was a great rogue. He had 
nearly ruined Mifs Read’s father, by prevailing upon 
him to become furety for him. We alfo difcovered 
by this letter, that he had entered into a fecret 
intrigue againft Mr. Hamilton, who he fuppofed was 
gone to Europe in the fame fhip with us, and that the 
governor was privy to, and a party in the plot. 

Denham, who was one of Hamulton’s friends, was 
of opinion, that he ought tobe informed of this cirs 
cumftance. In fine, as foon as he had arrived in Eng- 
land, which was but a few weeks after us, I went to 
fee him , and partly from regard to him, and partly 
from refentment againfl Keith, I delivered him up the 
letter itfeli He thanked me in the moft expreflive 
manner, for the favour I did him, the information 
contained in it being of the utmoft importance ; and 
from that moment he conceived a friendfhip for me, 
which was very advantageous, and ufeful on a variety 
of occafions 

What 1s one to think of a governor like this, who 
acted fuch a pitiful part, and impofed fo grofsly upon 
a poor young man, deftitute of experience ? 


ce 


It 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, LL.D. 73 


It had a€tually become a habit with Sir William 
Keith. He withed to pleafe all the world, and having 
but little to give, he was prodigal of his promifes. 
Notwithftanding this he was a verv ‘.nfible and ac- 
complifhed man, an excellent fcholar, and a good 
governor for the people over whom he prefided, 
although he was not efteemed by his conftituents the 
proprietors, whofe inftructions he often neglected. 

Many of our beft laws were not only enacted un- 
der his adminiftration, but aftually penned by him- 
felf. 


CHAP. 


7é IRE PRIVATES WooFETOF 


GUAR PATaV: 


Ie Aut’ leads a ad Jpored Life wn Lendir—He ledges us 
the fiwe Herfe arth Ralph—Mates Love to his Lips efi— 
Bucmes Author, and writes a Aletaphyfal Work nm An- 
fe to WollaPon—lIs introduced to Dr Mo deulle, Authos 
of the Fable sf the Bees—Ssme Account of that Gentleman 
—Remnes to anstker Printing-Houfe—Drinks Water only, 
and 1 srt firsrcer than fuch of kis Companions as drink 
Becr—Enaéis feveral whslefome Loews among his fellow 
Workiren—Ligensous Differtation on the filly of fwallowing 
St.-uz Bo —Anecdstes of a Nun—His ercellence in the Art 
of Sain wurc—He us engaged as a Merchant's Clerb, and 


rete to Pirlatlphia. 


ALPH and I were infeparable companions; we 
lodged together at the rate of three fhillings 
and a halt per week , this was all that we were then 
in a fituation to afford. He difcovered feveral of his 
.clations who refided in London, but they were all ex- 
ecedingly poor, and totally unable to affift him. He 
told me about this time, that it was his imtention to 
remain in England, and that he was determined never 
more to return to Philadelphia. He was abfolutely 
deftitute of money. the little he had been able to 
procure, being fcarce fufficient to pay for his 
pajiage. 
1 was fill in poffeffion of fifteen pi/foles, and he ap- 
pled to me from time to time, in order to affift him, 


aptil he fhould get fome emplovment. 
Imagining 
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Tmagining that he poflefled the neceflary talents 
fo. becoming an actor, he had a prodigious inclina- 
sion for a theatrical life, but Wilkes, to whom he ad- 
dreffed himfelf, defired him to give over every idea of 
that profeffion, it being, as he frankly told him, to- 
tally impoffible for him to fucceed in it. He then 
applied to Roberts, a bookfeller in Paternofter-Row, 
10 whom he propofed to write a weekly paper, after 
the manner of the ‘Spectator, but the conditions not 
being agreeable, his propofition was rejected. He 
afterwards endeavoured to be employed as a copying- 
clerk for the law ftationers in the neighbourhood 
of the Temple , but he did not find any place vacant. 

As to me, I was immediately admitted into the em- 
ployment of Mr. Palmer, at that time a famous 
printer in St. Bartholomew’s-Clofe, wheie I remained 
upwards of a twelve-month. 

I was exceedingly afliduous at my bufinefs, but 1 
{pent nearly every farthing { earned in company with 
Ralph. The play-houfes and other places of public 
entertainment which we frequented together, having 
erhaufted all my pi/foles, we thenceforward were 
obliged to live from hand to mouth. 

He appeared to have entirely forgotten his wife 
and child, and as foi me, I had alfo nearly forgotten 
my engagements with Mifs Read, to whom I never 
wrote but one letter, and that merely to inform her, 
that I thould not return fo foonasI had expeéted. 
This was another of the great eriors of my life, which 
I fhould defire to correct, were I to begm it once 
more. In fhort, we led fuch a 1ound of diffipation, 

that 
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that t became utterly impoflible for me to pay my 
paflage. 

I was employed by Palmer, to compofe the fecond 
edition of ‘* Wollafton’s Religion of Nature”? Some 
of his reafoning not appearing to me to be well 
founded, I wrote a litle metaphyfical effay, in which 
{made fome remarks upon thefe paflages. It was 
entitled, ‘* a Diflertation on Liberty and Neceflity, 
“ Pleafure and Pain” I inferbed it to my friend 
Ralph, and having put it to prefs, threw off feveral 
copies of it. 

This circumftance occafioned Mr. Palmer to en- 
tertain a greater refpect for me than before, and to 
look upon me as 2 young man of abilities, although 
he made me many ferious reproaches on the prin- 
ciples maintained in my work, which, according 
to him, was heathenifh and abominable. The im- 
preflion of this tract was another error in my life. 

During the time that I lodged in Little Britain, I 
formed an acquaintance with a book(feller of the 
name of Wilcox, whofe fhop adjoined the houfe in 
which I refided: He had an immenfe colleftion of 
books upon fale, circulating libraries were not then 
in faffuon. It was refolved in confequence of a rea- 
fonable allowance agreed upon between us, the 
amount of which I do not at prefent recollect, that I 
fhouid enjoy the liberty of reading all the books I 
chofe, which were afterwards to be returned to him. 
I looked upon this bargain as very advantageous to 
me, and picfited as much as poflible by it 

My 


My pamphlet having fallen into the hands of a 
furgeon of the name of Lyons, author of a book en 
titled “ The Infallability of Human Judgment,” this 
circumftance occafioned an eatraordinary intumacy 
between us. He teltified a great deal of efteem for 
me, came often to fee me, in order to converfe with me 
upon thefe matters, and introduced me to Doctor 
Mandeville, author of the ‘* Fable of the Bees,”’ who 
was prefident, and indeed the life and foul of a club, 
held at a tavern in Cheapfide. 

He was a very facetious and amufing man. He 
prefented me at Batfon’s coffee-houfe to Doctor 
Pemberton, who promifed to introduce me to Sir 
Ifaac Newton, an event which I was veiy eager to 
bring about: But he never kept his promife 

I had brought fome curiofities along with me from 
America, the principal of which was a purfe com- 
pofed of the filaments of the A/be/os, which was 
cleaned by means of fre Sn Hans Sloane having 
heard fome perfon mention this, came to fee me, and 
invited me to his houfe in Bloomfbury Square, where 
after having fhewn me all the rare productions of 
his collection, he perfuaded me to depofit this among 
the reft, paying me, howevei, a very liberal price 
for it. 

A young woman who was a milliner, and had a 
fhop as I underftood, clofe to the Royal Exchange, 
happened to lodge in our houfe. She was at once 
lively and fenfible; fhe had received a fuperior edu- 
cation; her converfation was therefore very entertain- 
ing and agreeable. 

Ralph 
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Ralph read comedies to her every evening, and 
this occafioned a great intimacy to take place between 
them. She removed to another lodging and he 
followed her. They lived fometime together, and 
he continued {tll deftitute of any employment what- 
ever, Having a child, her income did not prove 
fufficient for the maintenance of all three, he thete- 
fore took the refolution to leave London, and refols ed 
to keep a {chocl in the country. He thought him- 
felf well calculated to fucceed in this fcheme, as he 
wrote avery fine hand, and was well acquainted with 
arithmetic and book-keeping. 

He, however, regarded this fituation as infinitely 
below his abilities, and hoping for brighter profpects 
and happier days hereaftcr, during which he might 
be afhamed of having exercifed fuch a degrading pro- 
feffion, he changed his name, and did me the honow 
to adopt mine. 

He actually fent me 2 letter a fhort time afte: wards, 
in order to inform me that he was eftablifhed in a 
little day fchool in an obfcure village, where if I 1e- 
colle& right, he taught ten or a dozen children to 
read ond write at {x-pence fterling a week each He 
fo my care, and re. 


recommended Mrs. T 
quefted me to addicfs my anfwer to Mr. Franklin, 
fchool mafter at N: in Berkfhire. 

He continued to write frequently, and to convey to 
me large fragments of an Epic poem, which he was 
at that time compofing, and upon which he demanded 
my remarks and my correttions. I accordingly 


tran‘mutted them from time to time, but I conftantly 
endeavoured 
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cndeavoured to perfuade him to abandon this kind of 


pul fuit. 
Young happening much about this period to pub- 


lifh one of his fatrres; I copie?, and tranfmitted that 
pat of it to him in which the author ports out the 
contempt into which the poets of the day had fallen, 
and demonttrates the folly of cultivating the Mufcs, 
with the hope of mfing in the world by therr means. 
Lere follow the verfes I allude to. 


“ Th abandon d manners of our writing trair 
“May tempt mank nd to think religion vain, 
«* But in tner fate, their habit, and their mien, 
«“ That Gods there arc, 1s endently feen 
** Heav'n flands abfolv’d by vergcance on then pen, 
«¢ And marks the murderers of fame from men. 
“© 'Thro’ muagre jaus they draw thar venal breath, 
“«“ As ghaftly as theu brothers in Macbeth 
Their feet thro’ futhlefs leather meets the dirt, 
s¢ And oftner ching’d then principles than fhirt 
“ The tranfient vellments of thefe frugal men, 
‘¢ Faften to paper for our mirth again 
‘6 Too foon (O merry melancholy fate!) 
‘ They beg in rhyme, and werble thro’ a grate, 
‘* The man lampoon’d, forgets it at the fight ; 
“© The friend thro’ pity gives, the foe thro fpight, 
* And tho full confcious of his injur’d purfe, 
« Lintot relents, nor Curll can with them worfe ” 


err EEN reer 


& An Author ’tis a venerable name! 
% How few deferve it and what numbcys claim ? 
** Unblefs'd with fenfe, above their peers refin’d, 
“ Who fhall fland up, di€tators to mankind ? 


Noy. 
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« Nay, who dare fhine, if not in virtue’s caufe? 
** That fole proprietor of juft applaufe 

€ Ye reftlefs men! who pant for letter’d praife, 
© With whom would vou confult to gain the bays? 
With thofe great authors whofe fam'd works you read * 
Tis well, go, then, confult the Iaurell’d fhade, 
« What anfwer will the laurell’d fhade return ? 
“« Hear at and tremble, he commands you burn 
«© The nobleft works, hisenvy’d genius writ, 
‘¢ That boafts of nought more excellent than wit 
«© If this be true, as tis a truth moft dread, 
“ Wo to the page which has not that to plead! 
* Fontaine and Chaucer dying, with d unwrote 
“ The fpnghthelt efforts of their wanton thought . 
‘« Sidney and Waller, brighelt fons of fame, 


“ Condemn d the charm of ages to the flame 


‘¢ Thus ends your courted fame—does lucre then, 
“ The facred thirft of gold, betray your pen? 
‘* In profe ’tis blameable, in verfe “tas worfe, 
«¢ Pro: oxes the Mufe, extorts Apollo’s curfe ; 
6 His facred influence never fhould be fold, 
s¢°Tis arrant fimony to fing for gold , 
«© Tis immortality fhould fire your mind 
“ Scorn a lefs paymafter than all maukind ’ 

Youre, Vol IIT Eprft II p 7c, 


But all my efforts were ufelefs, and my labour en- 
tirely loft, fcr fheet upon fheet of the poem con- 
tinued to arrive by every poft. 

In the mean time Mrs, T: having loft all 
her friends, as well as her trade on his account, was 
often reduced to the utmoft diftrefs On thofe oc- 
cafions fhe had recourfe to me, and I lent her 

all 
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all the money in my power, in order to refcuve her 
trom her misfortunes. 

[ indeed began to conceive too great a tegatd for 
this young woman. Being at that time entirely 
deftitute of any curb from religion, and taking ad- 
vantage of the neceflity fhe was under of applying to 
me, I endeavoured to take fome familaiities with 
her, (another error in my hfe,) which the repelled 
with a proper degree of fpuit and refentment. She 
even iformed Ralph of my behavioui, and this ad- 
venture occafioned a quarrel between us. 

Upon his return to London, he gave me to under. 
fland, that he looked upon all the obleations which 
he was under to me, to be entirely anmihilated by my 
conduét; from this I concluded that I could never 
hope to be 1cimburfed either the money which I had 
lent him, or advanced hea upon his account. Iwas 
the lefs afflicted at this circumitance, as he was at pre- 
fent utterly unable to pay me, I confidered alfo, that 
although I had loft his friendfhip, I was evfed at the 
fame time of a very heavy buiden 

I began from that moment to be more ceconomi- 
cal, and to fave a little money in oidei to fupply the 
wants of futmity.  ” 

The piinting-houfe of Mi, Watts, near Lincoin’s 
{nn Fields, beang flall more confideiable than that in 
which I was engaged, 1t was probable that [ might 
find it turn out more to my account, to be employed 
there. Iaccoidingly prefented mylelt and was in- 
tantly admitted, 1 remained there all the reft of the 
tune I flaid in London. 


. Upon 
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Upoam. fo. untre ice ito this printing-houfe, | 
Clo to work at we prefs, becaufe T imagined that I 
food in nzed of that coiporal exercife which I had 
a7 te ‘eltoim Aine, where the workmen 
27 ore mca eslcompol.tors bw turns 

Yin tie ~caa tme drank so. img but water, while 
athe ct o2ry oramen, to the nymbe: of fifty, were 

Gacremcheierds oispostcvery ct Moves oblexto ccarry 
hy Olen aden tighten ithagsahond,aeniohthem 
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a boy from 1 negniessiag Lubllic houf, was 


cor ratiy ciple ed during the who'e day, in biing- 
Tera tcsdo tos workinens eM), compa.ton at tie 
Cage eer aloe cl aalec no. betore brcoltall, 
a teat a. Lica’sicft with hi, biead and cheele, a. 
Nes fers... (Lad inner, ie vt inner, 
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497, om. Cie imo e afer he bad Tathed bis day’s 


Tisel.cd upqn this to p2 a mo't detefleble cultom, 
Leer emiblelatcl ices” coreaccaravigto tim, .to 
dos. %oo0 buoy, in order to enabh bt. .o work, 
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*° he ate that quantity of biead with a pint of 
water, he would draw moie nowifhment, and, 
confequently, more ftrength from it than froria pint 
of beer. This mode of reaforning did not picvent 
him however from continuing to dink, and to pay 
every Saturday might to the amount of fout or five 
fhilings on account of chis villainous liquor, an ex- 
pence from which I was entuely exempted. It 1s 
in this manner that thefe poor devils 1emain always 
in mifery. 

After the lapfe of a few weeks, Watts haying occa- 
fion fo. a compofitor, I quitted the prcfs bufinels. 
The other compofitors on this defired me to pay ry 
footing once more, but I looked upon fuch a demand 
as an impofition, having patd it alieady to the piefl- 
men, The mafter was entirely of my way of thonk- 
ing, and ordered me not to comply with fo unreafon- 
able a requeft. I remained accordingly for two or 
three weeks without being admitted a member of ihe 
fociety. Iwas in confequence looked upon as an ex- 
communicated perfon, and 1f I happened to be ab‘ent 
at any time, a few minutes from my bufinels, I ex- 
perienced the effects of their malice in a thoufand 
trifles. 

On my ieturn J was fure to find my letter mid 
together and confufed, my pages tranfpofed, my 
matter out of oidei, &c. &c. and all was attiibutcd 
to the Spirit of the Chapel *, who according to 


* Vhs is the name given by the workmen to the Print-oz 


Honk, 


G2 then 
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them always vexed thofe who were not regularly ad. 
mitted. 

Twas at length obliged notwithflanding my maf 
ter’s protection, to fubmit myfelf fo far as to pay 
thar demand, being fully convinced, that it 1s a gieat 
folls not to be on good terms w:th thofe among whom 
one is obliged to live conftantly, 

After this, Iwas wellieceived by all of chem, and 
I foon acquired a confidcrable influence over their 
minds. I propofed fome alterations in the laws of 
the Chapel, and I had intereft enough to get them 
paffed in fpite of all oppofition. 

My example had fuch an effet upon them that 
many of them renounced their breakfalt of beer, and 
bread and cheefe, and procured from a neighbouring 
hovfe in the fame manne: as myfelf, a large porrin- 
ger of water grue] vith a lump of butter in the mid- 
dle of it, and fome chippings of bicad and a hittle 
pepper ftrewed on the top This was a much better 
breaklaft, and did not cof more than the price of a 
pint of beer , that isto fay, three half-pence, while on 
the other hand it kept the head infimtely more clear, 
and enabled them to work better. 

‘Lhofe who continued to gorge themfelves with 
beer all day long, by neglecting to pay their /core 
often loft all their credit at the ale-houfe = On fuch 
eccafions they had always recouife to me, in order 
that I might pafs my word for them, % their light 
‘- bemg out!” as they termedit 1 placed myfell at 
the pay table every Saturday evunng, in order to be 
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rermburfed the fmall fums that I had ftood furety for 
duiing the pseceding week, 

This circumftance, added to my reputation of pol- 
feling a turn for fatire, contibuted to fupport my 
importance in the chapel Befides this, I recom- 
mended myfelf to my mafter by my application and 
affiduity, for I never kept St. Monday. My extia- 
ordinary quicknefs at compof tion, was aly ays fure to 
procure me fuch works as weie of a piefling nature, 
which are geneially the mofl lucrative , I the1e‘ore 
yas enabled to live comfortably, and to pafs my time 
very aziecably 

My apartment in Little Britain being too far diftant 
from the printing-ofice, [removed to anothei in Duke 
Street Lincoln’s Inn Fields, exactly oppofite the 
Roman Catholic chapel; it was at the back of an 
Italian warehoufe A widow kept the houfe; her 
femuly confifted of a daughter, a female fervant, and 
a fhopman, who lodged in an adjoining fticet. 

Alte: having fent an ordei to make fome enquiries 
relating to me, at the place in which I lived before, 
fhe confcnted to Itt me an apartment at the fame 
price (thiee fhillgs and fix-pence, a week) content- 
ing herfelf with fo little, fhe faid, on account of the 
fafety that would accrue to fingle women, from the 
circumitance of having a man to fleep in the fame 
houfe with them. 

She heifelf was a woman of a certain age, and the 
daughtcr of a clergyman; fhe had been educated in 
the Proteftant Religion, but her hafband, whofe me- 
mory fhe greatly revered, had converted her to the 
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Cein he chy ch. She had lived much among people 
eo: Cm.co 1 4, cond had thoufands of anecdotes by 
berrt, fone ot vaich estended as far back as the 


ees Te as 
Sve l dol: the ule of her legs by mcans of the 
cou., and v3 o:ten confined to her chamber, fo 
that fhe was frequently defirous of having company 
to vifit her Her conveifation was fo exceedingly 
among to me, that was eager to {pend the evemng 
vith her, as otn es fhe 1equefted me. Oui fupper 
confitted of nothiag moie than half an anchovy a 
prece, | 1d upon a flice of bread, with a little butter, 
and half a pint of ale between us. ‘Lhis appears to 
be a fcaniy. eal, but the regale confifted entirely in 
her ccnverfetion 

The cure [ took ta return at an early houi, and the 
Little trouble tat I occafioned to the family, made her 
dice 1 the idea of a feparation, fo that when I men- 
voned a lojgag that had been pointed out to me, 
much neare’ the place where I worked, and which 
vas to be let a. two fhillings a week, an offer which 
my defie of {a-1n¢ money induced me to accept of, 
fie -ecuefted me to give up every 1dea of a change, 
2> fie nerflf would take off two flullings from the 
i mlithen pad her Thus my lodgings coft me no 
10.2 tut ersateen-pence per week, during the relt 
o” tne tame I iemained in London. 

maiden lady of 70 years of age hved in the moft 
ovicuie and retired mannei in a garret in the faire 
Loufe. The follo. ing paiticula:s conccining her, 
\ ze communicated to me, by my landlady ; 


She 
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She was a Roman Catholic, who in her early 
youth had been fent to the continent, wheie fhe en- 
tered into a convent with the intention of becomin? 
anun. but the climate difagicang with hei, fhe :e- 
tuned to England, and as there was not a nunnery 
in that country, fre Lad zrade a voy to lead a mo- 
naftic life, as fu, at leaft, as carcuntarces would 
permt her. In confequence of this, fre had defyo'ed 
of molt of her property, 1 oder to emloy the pro- 
duce of if in works of cha if, aad had ouly ic’at cd 
y2] per annum to hele’, put of vluch fiaall fom 
fhe covtaued to dutibule irene the poo: To 
cnable Ler to do t's, fhe lied citnely upon watei 
ciel, and never Lshted a Mme bet 02 puipo’e to 
Make It. 

She had loteed for 1 gicat punvbe1 of ycais an tle 
fame girtet, v ‘cre fev as pezputted to remain gris, 
by the Catholic famihes no had taker this heule 
in fucccflion, anc who looked vnon hei 1ctidence wich 
them as a blefiing fom Ueaven A Pueft cime 
daily in oider to confcls her. 

“ T hove afhed h.. ofter, Gaid my hoftef,) confidel- 
“nz the manner in which fhe lived, how it was pole 
“ fible tor her to find fo inuch occupauoa for a Con- 
“ teflor *? “ O teplied fhe, it is impoffible to avoid 
“vain thouchts )” 

I once received permiffion to pay her a vifit fhe 
appeaied gay, polite, and ve1y cerecable im convufe- 
tion. Ele: bed-chambcr was neat, but fhe had not 
Any othr movcables mit bef des a mattrafs, a table 
With a evuce fix and e book upoa it, a char which 
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fhe preiented me tq fit upon, and a picture of St, 
Verenica-over the chimney -ptece, in which that holy 
female difplaved a handkerchief, with the face of 
Jefus Chna ruriculoufly imprinted upon it, The 


-—~piois Catholic explained this~¢ircumftance to me, 


w th a very ferious countenance 

Her f:ce was pale, bat fhé never had been fick, 
aid I may give this as another example to prove how 
histle money 1s neceflary, in ordet to fupport both 
Ife and heaith 


I got acquainted at the printi 
man of the name of Wygat 


& office with a young 
whole parents were 
opulent, and wno, in confegfience, had been better 
educated than the generality of printers. He was a 
very good Latin {cholar, fpoke French pretty well, 

and vas very Fond of reading I taught him and 
fe, eral of his friends to fwih, for this purpote I car. 
ned them two or ihre times to the river aie and 
after a little practice they acquired a certain degree of 
fac:hty and even perfection in this exeicife. We one 
dey made a party in order to go to Chelfea, to fee the 
Collese and the curiofities at Don Saltero’sy with 
fome gentlemen in the neighbourhood of London, 
to whom they introduced me. On our returnj at the 
regueft of the company whofe curiofity had been ex- 
cited by Wygate, [ undreffed myfelf, jumped into 
the river, and fwam nearly from Chelfea tp Black. 
Friars, making a variety of evolunions and pefforming 
feveral feas of activity, as well on the top of the 


water, as below it, 
This 


—— 
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This afforded a great deal of pleafuie, fatisfac- 
tion, and even aftonifhment, to thofe to whom fucha 
fpe€tacle was enurely new 1 had been greatly ad- 
diéted to, and had loved this delightful exercife from 
my early infancy. I was acquainted with, and prac- 
tifed all the motions and pofitions recommended by 
Thevenot, and had even invented fome new ones my- 
felf, in which I endeavoured to unite grace with 
utility. I took great care to do my utmoft to excel 
upon this occafion, and J was really flattered with the 
admiration I had excited by my {kill and activity. 

Wygate who was exceedingly defirous of excell- 
ing in this ait, attached himfelf fo much the more to 
me, as there Was a great conformity between our 
ftudies, and our habits of life. In fhort he propofed 
to me to make the tour of Europe @ogether, and to 
defray the expences of our journey, by working in 
our profeffion, in all the great cities which we might 
pafs through. 

J was onthe point of confenting to this fcheme. 
IT even communicited it to my friend Mr. Den- 
ham, with whom I was always happy to pals a 
lerfure hour. He difluaded me from this projet, 
and advifed me to think ferioufly of returning to 
Philadelphia, where he himfelf was determimed 
fhortly to repaiz. I fhall heie recount a circumftance, 
which will ferve to give fome idea of the charaéer 
of this worthy man. ; 

He had been formerly a merchant in Briftol. Hav- 
mg failed in bufinefs there, he made a compofition 
with his creditors, and fet out for America, where by 
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means of an afliduous application to trade, he ac- 
quired a confide,able fortune ma few yerrs. On his 
return to England in the fame vetiel vith myfelf, 
as I haye mentioned before, he invited all his former 
creditors to a feaft. When they were aflembled, he 
returned them many thanks for the kind mannei in 
which thev had treated him, and wutle they expected 
nothing more than a good dinner, each of the guelts 
on changing his plate, found an order on a banker, 
for the pavment of the remainder of the debt, befides 
intere™ at 542, ccat. 

He informed me, that he intended to return to 
America, and to carry out with him a large quan- 
tity of merchandize, with which he refolyed to open 
a *iftore, and he moreover offered to take me out 
vith him as a clerk in order to fupeiintend his books, 
to copy huis letters, &c. &c &c. He added that as 
foon az I thou'd become fambar vith commercial 
matters, he v ould fend me asa fupercargo, Ww.) Ur, 
pork, Ac. &c to the Welt Indices, and piocuie i a 
variety of lucratise commuflions , in fhoit, he ob- 
ferved, that vith conduct and abil.ty, I could not fal 
to eftablith my felf ec. aniaceoufly 

Twas charmed vith thcfe propofitions. London 
besan to be hateful to me, the agiccable moments I 
had {pent in Pennfylvania, were recalled to my memo- 
sy, and } defied once more to enj%y fimular fcenes. 

Laccovdingly engaged with Mr Denham at £ 50 
per arnan, vennty ania money, This was indeed a 


* Th. sthe afual anpel .on both in Amer.ca and the Weft 
Trans, for 7 ware ioufe 
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Jefs fum than what { might have gained as a Compo- 
fito., but Thad an infuutcly more apiccable career 
opened to my ambition. 

I now bid farewell, as I thought for the lui time, 
to the printing-houfe, and delivered mytelf entucly 
up to the ftudy of my new profeflion, paflng my 
whole time, either in vifiting the merchants with Mr. 
Denham in order to purchafe the different articles he 
{tood in need of, or iunning among the workmen, to 
-haften them in their operations, &c. &c. When all 
was put on board, | had then a few days of leifure 
for myfelf. 

During this fhort interval, I happened one morn- 
ing to be fent for, by a perfon of diftinction, with 
whofe name only, [ was acquainted It was Sir 
Wilham Wyndham, [iepaired to him accordingly, 
He had heard a great deal, by what means 1 know 
not, about my fwimming from Chelfea to Black-friais, 
and alfo that I had taught this art, ina few hours, to 
Wygate and feveial of his companions. His two 
fons, he faid, were about to procecd upon then tia- 
vels, he was defirous that they fhould firft leain ta 
fwim, and he offered me a very liheial gratification, 
if 1 would undertake to teach them 

As they were not as yet airived in town, and my 
ftay in the capital was wholly uncertain, I was of 
courfe unable to accept his propofition. I was, how- 
ever, induced from this incident to believe, if I had 
chofen to have remained in England and opened a 
{chool for Natation, that I fhould in all human pro- 
bability have gamed a great deal of money. I was 
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fo ftruck with the idea at the moment, that, if the 
fame propofition had been fugge"ed a htrle fooner, I 
fhould neve: have thought of return. ig to America 

You and I, feveral years afterwards, had a matter 
of greater confequence to confer upon, with one of 
the fons of this very Sir Wiiham Wyndham, who 
was .~zatcd Earl of Egremont.—But let us not an- 
BBS te CVEN.s. 

Thad paffed in this manner cighteea months in 
London, working with great induftry at my trade, 
and incurring no other expence than that anfing 
from feeing a few plays, and purchafing a fmall col- 
lection of books. 

My friend Ralph had, however, kept me in poverty ; 
he cx.cd me no leis than £.27 which appecred tc me 
to be fo much money loft, this was a great fam de- 
ducted from my little fasings. Notwithftanding tus, 
I loved him greatiy, becau’e he pofleffed a number ot 
very amiable qualities. 

But although I had not improved my fortune, I 
had augmented my mals of knowledge by reading 
“many excellent books, and by converfing with men 
of letters, and feveral of thofe who excelled in the 
Arts and Sciences, with whom I found means to form 
an acquaintance, and even to “ecome intimate. 

We fet fail from Gra'e’ nd, on the.... of July, 
1726. refer you for the incidents of our voyage to 
my journal, where you will find every thing minutely 
detailed. 

We landed at Philadelphia on the. ... of O&ober 
fcllowinc. 

GLA 
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Geli A i1Pgtev i: 


Our Author mects Governor Sun William Keuth, on bos ree 
tein to Philidelphia—He hens that ALifs Read 1 mar- 
rud—Siclneft and Death of Afr, Denl am—He changes 
Ars Situation once more, and becomes a Printer again—Some 
Avount of an Orford Sirolar—Difpute w.th Kermer—Re- 
coniliation—Paper Afoney—He aemoves to Burhngton — 
Hiffory of Fate Decon, Infpea General of New Fe fey— 
Prope? of «ot Lflablifhrwnt—A Diff tatisn on Alo ality 
and Religion —He begs to diubt lis Afetaphyfical Prin 


eiples—Rojolves to act with EHunyly ua all his Deal.ngs. 


N my retuin, Sir Wilham Reith was no longer 

governor of Pennfylvania, hiving been difpol 
fefled of his employment, and replaced by Major 
Gordon I met him walking in the ttreets as a fim- 
ple citizen, he appeared a little afhamed at feeing 
me, but he pafled without taking any notice of me, 
or even {peaking a fingle word. 

I myfelf fhould have been equally afhamed at fee- 
ing Mifs Read, if he: family, defparmg with good 
reafon of my return, after receiving the letter 1 had 
fent her, had not peifuaded her to give up every idea 
of me, and prevailed upon her to efpoufe a potter of 
the name of Rogers, during my abfence He, however, 
did not make her a good hufband, and fhe feparated 
from him foon after, refufing to cohabit with him, 
and even to rafs by his name, becaufe it was 1u- 
moured that he had another wife full living, His 
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fill in his trade had induced Mifs Read’s parents to 
confent to this match, but he was an equally bad 
hufbard and excellent workman. Having contraéted 
fever] dcbts, he ran away, in 1727 or 1728, to the 
Welt Indies, where he d ed. 

Dunng my abfence, Keimer had hired a more con- 
fiderable houfe than the one which he occupied before, 
and he had opened a fhop we'l furnfhed with paper 
and other goods of a fimilar hind He kad alfo pro- 
cured an abundance of new types, and a number of 
workmen, among whom there was not, however, a 
fingle good one . He feemed to be in a thriving way, 
and to have great employ ment. 

Mr. Denham hired awaichoufein Water-Street, 
where ve diiplayed our merchandize. I was affidu- 
ous in bufinefs ; I ftudied book-keeping, and in a 
fhort time I became exceedingly expert at it. We 
lodged and boarded together, he was jincerely at- 
tached to me, and acted in every thing exactly the 
fame as 1f he had been mw father On my fide, I 
loved and refpected him, my fituation indeed was 
extremely pleafant, but tnis happinels was of very 
fhort duration. 

About the beginning of February, 1727, the epoch 
at which I entered into the 22nd year of my age, we 
both fell fick I was attacked by a pleurify, which 
nearly carried me off, I {uflered a gieat deal, and 
gave myfelf over for loft. Ir was actually a fort of 
difappointment fo me, when I found myfelf conva- 
lefcent, and I regretted that I fhould fooner or later, 

have 
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have the fame difagieeable caicer to run through 
hereaftc.. 

I do not at prefent recollect what was the nature of 
the malady with which Mi. Denham was feized ; but 
it was long in its continuance, and he at length 
funk beneath its preflure. He left me a {mall legacy 
in his will, as a teftimony of hus affection, and thus 
I was once more delhveied up to my own ma- 
nagement, in the vaft ocean of the univerle, for the 
ftore being confided to the care of the teftamentary 
lecatee, I immediately received my difmiflion. 

My brother-in-law, Captain Holmes, who hap- 
pened at this timeto be in Philadelphia, advifed me 
to letuin to my fixft profeffion, and Kermer offered me 
a very lage falary, provided I would undeitake the 
management of his printing-houfe, in ode1 to enable 
him to give upall his own time and attention to the 
fhop. - 

His wife, and hei relations in London, had given 
me but a vely different idea of this man, and 1 did 
not care to have any thing to do with a person of his 
character. I accordingly fought for employment 
among the meichants, but not finding zny immedi- 
ate vacancy, I allowed myfelf to be pievailed upon 
by Keimer, to refide with him, 

I found the following woikmen in his puunting- 
houfe 

Hugh Me.edith, a Pennfylvanian about 35 years 
ofage, he had been brought up as afarma, he was 


honelt, fenfible, experienced, and was befides fond 
of books. 
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Stephen Potts «as a young man who poflefled exe 
cellent natural qualifications, far fuperior indeed to 
what 1s commonly met with among people in his fi- 
tuation, and along with this he had much wit and 
great gaiety of difpofition , but he was rather lazy. 

Kemer had hired thefe two by the week, at very 
moderate wages, which were to be augmented at the 
rate of one fhilling every three months, according to 
their progrefs in their bufine’s. This future augmenta- 
tion was the bait which he made ufe of in oder to 
gain them. Meredith was to be employed at prefs- 
work, and Petts in book binding, both of which 
branches the:r honeft mafter undertook to teach 
them, although he hunfelf was entirely ignorant of 
either of them. 

The third was John Savage, he had not been edu- 
cated to any trade whatever; Kemer had purchafed 
his fervice for four years fiom the captain of a veffel, 
who had brought him over. He was deltined to 
become a prefs-man 

George Webb was an Osfoid {cholar, whofe {fer- 
vice he had alfo purchafed for four years; he was in- 
tended to be 2 compofito1. I fhall {peak of him 
hereafter 

The laft was David Harry, a country lad, whom 
he had taken as an apprentice. 

I foon perceived that Keimer’s intention in en- 
caging me at fuch high wages, and fo far beyond what 
he was accuftomed to give, was in order that I might 
educate and form as it were, all thofe new and unex- 
penfive workmen, who were moft of them bound to 

hin 
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him by indentures, and, that as foon as they fhould be 
fafficiently wntructed in their refpective occupations, 
he would inftantly difmifs me. 

{ immediately put his printing-office, which was in 
the utmoft confufion, in order , and I fucceeded by 
degrees, in making his affiftants attend to their bufi- 
nefs, and proceed much better than they had done 
befoie. 

It was rather an extraordinary circumftance to be- 
hold an Oxtord {cholar in the fituation of an indented 
furvant. He was not above eighteen years of age, and 
the following are the particulars of his own hiftory, 
as detailed to me by himfelf. 

Ue was born in Gloucefter, was educated at 2 
erammar-{chool in that city, and had difhnguifhed 
himfelf above the other {cholars, by the fuperior 
manner in which he acted his part, when they ufed 
to peiform dramatic enteitainments. He was mem- 
be of a literary club in that pait of the country, and 
had publifhed fome pieces of his own compofition both 
in verfe and profe, in the Gloucefter news-paper. 

Hefoon after was fent to Osfoid, where he re- 
mained for about a year, but he was difcontented 
with a college life, and was defirous, above all things 
to fee London, and become a comedian there. At 
length happemmg to receive fifteen guineas as the 
payment of his quarter’s boaid and expences, inftead 
of liquidating huis debts, he Icft the unverfity on foot, 
concealed his gown 1n a bufh, and proceeded ftraight 
torwaid to London. 
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Onhs arri.al there, having no imend to fuperin- 
tend and direct his conduct, he fell into bad company, 
fpent all hs money, and not being able to get 
an engagement in any of the theatres, he became 
reduced to the utmoft nufery, pawned his clothes, and 
Was actually in want of bread. As he happened one 
day to walk along the ftreets half fanufhed with 
hunger, and not caiing what was to become of him, 
an advertafement was put into his hand, diftributed 
by one ot thofe people called Ardnappers, in which 
immediate relief, and a fum of money by way of 
bounty, was offered to all thofe who fhould ens 
gage to ferve in America. 

He inftantly repaired to the place which was point- 
ed out inthe hand-bill, entered into an engagement, 
vas recerved on board a vefiel, and pafled over to 
America, without ever writing a fingle line to im- 
form his relations of what had become of him. 

His vivac.ty and natural endowments rendered him 
a good companion, but he was of an indolent difpo- 
fition, without any forefight, and, to the laft degree, 
imprudent. 

John the Irifhman, was not long in running away. 

I began to live in a very agieeable manner with 
the others. They all refpected me fo much the more, 
as they found Keimer incapable of inftruéting them, 
while they learned fomething new fiom me daily. 
We never worked on a Saturday, becaufe it was 
Reimers Sadsath ; and thus I had two days every 
~vek, which I devoted to reading. 

Tallo 
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I alfo increafed the number of my acquaintance, at 
leaft among well-informed people, as much as pol 
fible. Keimer himfelf treated me apparently with 
much civility and confideration, and nothing, at that 
period, gave me any uneafinefs except my debt to 
Vernon, which I was full incapable of paying, not 
having as yet been able to accumulate fo large a fum 
out of my little favings; but he was kid enough 
not to demand the rermburfement of it. 

Our printing-houfe was often in want of different 
forts of /etfer, and there were no letter-founders in 
America I, however, was able, with fome difficulty, 
to conftruét a mould; I made ufe of the letters which 
we had already, as punches; I caft the types in lead, 
by means of a clay matrix; and I thus made fhft 
to fupply the printing-houfe with whatever ws 
wanting. True it is, that the letter was not good, 
but it was tolerable. 

I alfo, upon occafion, engraved a variety of orna- 
ments ; I madeink, I now and then put the fhopin 
proper order ; in fhoit, I became, as it were, Keimer’s 
factotum. 

But, however ufeful I might be, I foon perceived 
that my fervices became daily of lefs importance, and 
that this happened exaétly in proportion as the other 
workmen began to be more expert at their bufinels ; 
in fhort, on paying my fecond quarter’s wages, he 
informed me, that he thought them too high, and that 
in his opinion, I ought to make fome abatement. 
He alfo became lefs civil, and daily tock upon him 
more of the tope, and the authority ofa mafter. He 
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or e> pretended to have occafion to find fault awith 
me, he became more difhcult to pleafe, and even 
deemed ready to come to an cpen rupture wath me. 

IT continacd, notwithftanding, to fupport his ill 
conduct with patience, thinking that the embarraff- 
rent of his e{farrs, was in pait the occafion of his bad 
tenp.r Atiength avery fight incident diffolved our 
ca recon Ii ppenme one day to hear a gieat noife 
12 the naizhborrhood ot our houfe, I put my head out 
cr tne window in order to fec what had occafioned it. 
Romer, who was in the flreet, looked up, and having 
obfersed me, to'd j1e1n a loud and choleric tone of 
voice, 10 look to my bufinefs, he alfo added fome 
reproachiful exprefiions, which piqued me the more, 

ccaufe they were delivcred in public , all the nagh- 
bours, vho, like nvifclf, \ -1e attracted to the win- 
doy , having overheard the conveifation, had been 
witne%es of the imanner m4 lich I was treated. 

Not content with this, he came up ftaus into the 
printing-oll.ce, and continued to abufe me. Both of 
us w2xed waim, and he gave me warning to quit his 
f rsice at the approzclune qua.ter, according to pre- 
vious flipulauon, teflrfying at che fame time great un- 
cafitcly at bears obliged to give me fo long a term. 

in reply to this. [told him, that his regret was fu- 
peifluous, becaufe I was ready to leave him at that 
very moment. In fhort, I fnatched up my hat, and 
fled out of the houfe, defiring Meredith, whom I 
iw below, to take fome of my effects which I had 
Li belund mc, and carry them at lus leifure to my 
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Meredith accordingly called upon me that very 
evening, and vc {poke a gieat deal concerning what 
1 had cndured 

IIc had conceived a great venerat.on for me, and 
was extiemely forry that I fhould leave the office 
while he refided there. He alfo diffuaded me from 
returning to my native province; for I actually be- 
gan to form fuch an idea. He ieminded me that 
Keimer owed a fum equal at leaft to the value of the 
piopeity he was in pofleflion of , that his creditois be- 
gan to be clamoious, that he carriedon tiade in a 
moft foolith manner, often felling things without any 
profit, in order to procure ready money, and giving 
ciedit to any peifon fiom mere habit, and even with- 
out keeping an exact account of it In confeqnence 
of this he aigued, that in the end he mutt fail in bu- 
finefs, which would afford an opemng, fiom which 
T might find means to proht greatly, 

To this I objected my want of capital, but he in- 
formed mein teply, that his father had conceived the 
tugheft opinion of me, and that im confequence of a 
converfation they had lately togethe:, he was ailured 
he would advance a fum of money to fet us up in bu- 
finefs, if I would but admut him into partnerfhip with 
me, 

“« The time I am bound to Keimer,’’ fays he, will 
* be out next fpring. By that period we may have 
** received oui prefs and our types from London. 
“ I know that 1am not a good workman, but if you 
“ will agree to my propofition, your knowledge in 
“ bufinefs will be in fome meaftie counterbalanced 

me ‘* by 
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*¢ by the capital adyanced by me, and we fhall divide 
** the profits equally between us ” 

His propofal was fo very reafonable, that we in. 
fiantly fhook hands upon it. His father too, who 
happened to be in town at that very time, approved 
of our fcheme. He knew that I had a great influence 
over the mind of his fon, for I had prevaikd upon 
him, for fome months palt, to abftain fiom drinking 
brandy, and he hoped that if we were more inumately 
connected together, I fhould be able to make him 
give over this unhappy cultom altogether. 

I gave his father a catalogue of the tools it would 
be neceffary for us to receive from London. He 
carried it immediately to a merchant’s, and gave 
him an order for procuring them. We had agreed 
together to keep this matter a fecret, unul their ai- 
rival, andI was in the mean time, to endeavour to 
procure, if poffible, fome employment in another 
printing-oiice, but there was no place vacant, and 
fo I remained idle. 

At the end of a few days, however, Keimer having 
the expectation of being employed to print the paper 
money for the State of New Jerfey, a job which re- 
quired engravings, and different characters, which I 
alone could furnifh, and fearing left Bradford fhould 
engage me, and confequently procure this bufinefs, 
fent mea very civil meflage. He faid that old friends 
ought not to remain enemies, on account of a few 
haily words, fpoken in a moment of paflion, and that 
he was exceedingly defirous that I fhould return to 
himonce more. Meredith perfuaded me to accept of 

his 
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his invitation, and as an additional reafon, obferved, 
that it would be particularly advantageous to him, as 
he would thus have a better opportunity of im- 
proving himfelf in his profeffion, by means of my 
daily inftruétions. 

I accordingly returned, and we lived in greater 
harmony together than before our late feparation. 

Kemer was lucky enough to be employed by 
the province of New Jerfey. In order to facilitate 
our operations, I conftru&ted a prefs for copper-plate 
printing: This was the firft that had ever been feen in 
America. I engraved a vauety of wenetics and orna- 
ments for the notes; Kemer and 1 then re- 
paired to Burlington, where I executed the whole to 
the fatisfaChon of every body, and he received a fum 
of money on this occafion, which helped him to 
keep bis head above water, much longer than he would 
othe: wife have been able to do. 

At Burlington I got acquainted with the principal 
peifons of the province. Several of them had beey. 
nominated by the aflembly, in order to fuperintend 
the prefs, and take care that there were no more zofes 
pimted than the number ordained by law. In con- 
icquence of this, they were by turns, conftantly with 
us, and whoevel caine according to rotation, com- 
monly brought with him one or two friends to keep 
him company. 

My mind was much more cultivated by reading 
than Keimet’s ; it was probably on this account that 
they were better pleafed with my converfation than 
jus. ‘They invited me to then houfes, introduced me 
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totheir friends, and treated me with the utmoft atten. 
tion and politenefs, while Keimer, although the maf- 
ter, perceived himfelf a Iittle neglected. 

He was, in truth, a ftrange animal , enthely igno- 
rant of the common cuftoms of life, ever ready to 
oppofe himfelf with bluntnefs to received opinions, 
enthufiaftical in regard to fome points of religion , 
difgufiing in his perfon; and, in fine, in add.tion to 
all this, a little bit of a rogue 

We remained near thrce months at Burlington, 
and at the end of that period, I could reckon Judge 
Allen, Samuel Butill, fecretary of the province, Ifaac 
Peaifon, Jofeph Cooper, feveral gentlemen of the 
name of Smith, all members of the aflembly, and 
Tfaac Decon, the inffector-general, among the num. 
ber of my friends. 

This laft was an able and intelhgent man, who 
told me, that in his early youth, be began the would 
by digeing clay for the brick-makers, he added, that 
he was racner old when he learned to write, that he 
was at firft employed in carrying the chain for the 
furveyors, who taught him their tiade, and that his 
indufiry had at length procured him a genteel for- 
une 

“< J forefee,”’ faid he to me one day, “ that you 
<¢ will foon fupplant this man (fpeaking of Keimer) 
«in his profeffion, and that you will make your 
‘¢ fortune by it hercafter in Philadelphia.” He had 
not, at that tume, the leaft poflible knowledge of 
my intention of fetung up, either there, or clfe- 
where. 
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His friends were of great fervite to me in the end, 
as [ alfo was, when eve: oppoitun:ty ferved, to fome 
them, and tney have all fince continued to teftity 
great regard tow ards me. 

Before [ relate the cucumftances that attended my 
fift entrance into bufinefs, it may, perhaps be proper 
to inform you, what was, at that time, the flate of my 
mind, 1elative to the principles of morality, that fo 
you may be enabled to judge, how far they have 
influenced the pofterior events of my life. 

My parents at an early age, had given me religi- 
ous imprefhons, and 1 recerved, in my infancy, a 
pious education. I was brought up in the principles 
of the Prefbyterian region , but fcaice had I attained 
the age of fifteen, when, after having doubted of dif- 
ferent points by turns, accordingly as 1 found them 
attacked in the different books that I perufed, I began 
actually to doubt of revelation itfelf. 

Some tracts againit Deifm happened about this time 
to full into my hands, they contained, as I was told 
in the preface, the fubftance of feveral fer:mons which 
had been preached in Boyle’s labonatory. It fome 
how happened, that they operated a quite contrary 
effect, to that which had been propofed by the writer; 
fo. the arguments of the Deifts which had been 
cited in order to be refuted, appeared to me to be 
much {lionger than the refutation itfelf. In fhoit, I 
became a complete Daft. 

My mode of reafoning upon this fubject, alfo per- 
verted feveral other young men, particularly Collins 
and Ralph, but when I began afterwards to recollect, 

that 
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that they had both of them done me a great deal of 
harm, without the leaft remorfe, when I confidered 
the proceedings of governor Keith, another free 
thinker, and my own conduct towards Vernon and 
Mauls Read, which, at times gave me great uneafinefs, 
1 fufpecied that ths doctrine, although it might be 
true, was not very ufeful I alfo began to have a 
worfe opinion than befoie of the pamphlet I had 
peblifhed in London, which had the following quo- 
tation from Dryden, by way of metto. 


¢ Whaterer is 13 mglhit, 

«© Tno publind man ftes but a part of the chain ; 
( The nearcit lnk ,) 

<¢ Tis eyes not carrying to the equal beam 


“ That po.fes all above 


The conclufion I diew from this was, that in con. 
fequence of the goodnefs, the wifdom, and infinite 
nower of the Deity, nothing could be wrong in this 
world, and that neither vice nor virtue exifted in 
reality, and were, in fhort, nothing more than vain 
diftinciions. Ino longer looked upon this doctrine to 
be fo irreproachable, as I had at firfl thought it, and I 
began to fufpect that fome imperceptible error had in- 
finuated itfelf into my argument, which affected 
every thing that followed, as is commonly the cafe in 
metaphy fical reafonings. 

I at length remained fully convinced, that truth, 
fincerity, and integrity, in the dealings of man with 
man, were of the utmoft :mpoitance to the happinefs 
of mankind, and fiom that moment I tormed the re- 
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(olution, and wiote 1t down in my journal, to practice 
the during the 1emaindet of my life. 

Revelation, as fuch, had not in truth, any in- 
fluence upon my mind; but I was of opinion that 
although certain ations could not be bad, decaufe 
bad prohibited them, nor good, becaufe st had commanded 
them, that it was neverthelefs probable, that thefe 
aftions were prohibited, becaufe they were bad for 
us, and commanded, becaufe they were advantageous 
in their own nature, all circumftances and things 
taken into confideration. And this peifuafion, aided 
by the fuccour of Divine Providence, or fome 
tutelary angel, and perhaps by circumftances and 
accidental fituations, which were favourable in 
themfelves, preferved me from all immorality, o1 
at leaft from grofs and voluntary inyuftice, which 
my want of religion tended to render me guilty of, 
duiing this dangerous period of youth, and amidft 
the difficult fituations which I fometimes found 
mylfelf expofed to among ftrangers, and at a diftance 
from the eye and the counfels of my fathei. 

Thave thought fit to fay voluntary, becaufe the 
faults that 1 had hitherto commutted, were in fome 
relpects forced, either by the icxperience of my 
youth or by the dithonefty of others. 

[ had confequently the principles, and I poffeffed 
the character of folid probity, before my entrance 
into the woild on my own foundation. I was well 
aware of this advantage, and I was refolved to 
preferve it, 
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Gus Auihsr fers up in Bujfinefs-—Sone Account of the Cyne 
Aifu'le—FEfallfom vt of a Pehtual and Philfophual Clb 
—He rifts to publfh a News-pasa—His Schime 
betrayed by a quondam Fi rend—He pays Vernon the Sum 
of wloney fa long due—Exporuenas new Lmbarsaffuents 
—Genersfity of tuo of tis Friends—Diffeluticn of his 
Pasirefbip with Moredith—Some Obfarretiars srelatire 
to the Unhty of Papes-Money—He opens a Stetis er’s Shop 
—Hs ¢tandmauy Pruccue, Economy, and Affiuty~ 
He 15 at length united to AL fs Read—Hi. plous a Publhe 
Lilra:y 


E had not returned but a few weeks to Phila- 

delphia, vhen our types, prefs, &c &c ar 
rived from London, I inftantly fettled my accounts 
with Keimer, and left him with his own confent, be. 
fore he had any knowledge of my defign. 

We lnred an empty houfe nea the Market-Place; 
in order to make the rent lefs inconvenient for us (it 
was then let for £.24 fterling per annum, and I have 
fince known :t to be let for £.70) we received Tho. 
raas Godfrey, a glazier, and his family, as lodgers, 
who fupported a confiderable portion of the expence, 
and permitted us to board with them at a flipulated 
fur. 

Scarce had we got our types in order, and fet up 
our prefs, when George Houle, an acquaintance of 
mine, brought us a countryman, whom he had picked 

ye 
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ep inthe flreets wandeting about in fearch of a 
punter Our money was at this time nearly ex- 
haufted, on account of the variety of little fums we 
had been under the neceflity of expending, and the 
countryman’s five flullings, which were the firlt pro- 
fits of our partnerfhip, came fo a@ propos, that I en- 
joyed more pleafure from the receipt of it, than from 
any fum I have ever gained fince. The gratitude 
whch I felt in my heart, for the friendly conduct of 
George Houfe upon this occafion, rendered me in- 
finitely more 1eady than I fhould otherwife have 
been, to favour and encourage young men, in their 
tuft outfet in life. 

In every country, there area numbet of moiofe 
and cynical people, who are continually prognoft- 
cating the rum of then neighbours There was a 
peifon of this defciiption, 1efiding at that very time 
at Philadelphia. He was a man of a certain age, he 
pofleffed a confiderable foitune, had an appearance 
of wifdom, and avery giave mannci of {peaking ; his 
name was Samuel Mickle. 

This man, whom I was entiely unacquainted with, 
topped one day at my door, and afked me if I was 
the young man who had lately fet up a new printing 
houfe , on my anfwermg in the affirmative, he fad 
that he was very forry for me, becaule it was an ha- 
zardous cnterpiize, the expence of which was entnely 
thrown away, as Philadelphia was then actually in a 
Rate of decay, all the inhabitants having ether fhut 
up fhop, or being on the point of doing fo, he added, 
that he was certain, fiom his own know ledge, that 

every 
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every thing that nught induce foolith people to think 
otherwife, fuch as new buildings, and the increafed 
price pard for lodgings, were deceitful figns, which, 
in truth, only contributed to haften our ruin, and he 
gave me fuch a detailed account, both of the exifting 
misfortunes, and of fuch as were on the eve of taking 
place, that he left me almoft entirely difcouraged, 

If Thad actuall) knovn this man before my en- 
trance into bufinels, I fhould, beyond all doubt, never 
hase attanpted it 

He himfelf continued to hve im this rumed place, 
and to declaim in the fame manner, refufing, for 
many years to purchafe a houfe, becaufe every thing 
was falling into decay; at length, however, I had the 
fatisfaGtion to fee him pay five times as much for one 
as if he had bought it, when he firit commenced his 
lamentations. 

I ought to have obferved, that in the courfe of the 
preceding autumn, I had collected a number of the 
beft informed men of my acquaintance, in order to 
foim a club, which we called the Funto, the intention 
ef which inflitution was to improve our minds. 

We met conftantly every Friday evening. The 
laws which I myfelf drew up, obliged every member 
in his turn, to propofe one or more queftions on fome 
point of morality, politics, or natural philofophy, in 
order to be difcuffed by the company prefent, and 
alfo to read once every three months, an effay of his 
own compofition, on any fubyett that ftruck his 
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Our debates were to be fubmitted to the regula- 
tion of a prefident, and were never to be excited but 
by the fincere defire of difcoversng the truth, without 
which the pleafure of difputation, or the vanity arifing 
from victory, was to pafs for nothing in our difcufli- 
ons In fhort, in order to prevent bickerings and 
quarrels, all thofe expreffions which might evince an 
obftinate, or head-f{trong opinion, and all direct con- 
tradi€ions, were prohibited under the penalty of it- 
tle pecuniary fines. 

The firft members of our club were : 

Jofeph Bnentnall, who was employed as a copying~ 
clerk among the lawyers. He was a middle aged 
man, of a good natural dilpofition, greatly attached to 
his friends, very fond of poetry, reading all that he 
could meet with, and writing verfes paflably well; very 
mgenious, and exceedingly agreeable in converfation. 

Thomas Godfrey, an able mathematician, who had 
ftudied this fcience without the affiftance of a matter, 
and whe was afterwards the inventor of what is called 
Hadley’s Quadrant, but he knew very little out of 
his own f{phere, and was not fupportable in company, 
always requiring, like moft of the great mathemat- 
cians Ihave met with, an uncommon precifion in 
every thing that was ftated to them, and denying 
or diftinguifhing perpetually im regard to tuifles ; 
the true means of troubling anddifturbing all con- 
verfation. 

He foon quitted us, 
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Nicholas Scull, a furveyor, who foon atter became 
furseyor gencral. He vas fond of books and made 
verfes, a 

Wiulliam Parfons, brought up to the bufinefs of a 
fhoe-maker, but, who being fond of reading, had 
acquired a profound knowledge of the mathematicks. 
He ftudied this ference at firft with an eye towaids 
aftrolocv, at which he himfelf was afterwaids the 
frit to laugh. He allo becume fury eyor-genceral. 

William Blaugridge, a carpenter, and a molt ex. 
cellent mechanic. In addition to this, he was a man, 
at once folid and fenhble. 

Tush Mercdith, Stcphen Potts, and George Webb, 
of whom I have before made mention. 

Rovurt Grace, a young man of fortune, generous, 
lively, and witty , he was fond of fatuie, but he loved 
his fiiena ftill more than an epigram. 

And iaft of all, Willham Coleman, at that timc 
clerk to a merchant, and much about my own age 
He had the cooleft and cleareft head, the beft heart, 
and was the moft exact moralift, that I almolt ever 
happened to meet with. He afterwards became one of 
our moft refpectable merchants, and alfo one of the 
provincial judges. Our friendfhip exifted without any 
interruption, fer more than forty years, to the very 
day of his death , the club lafted nearly as long. 

It was actually the beft fchool in the province for 
philofophy and politics, fo1 our queftions, which 
were givcn out a whole week previous to their being 
difeuficd, put us under the neceflity of making dili- 

gent 
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rent inquiries conceiming the different objects pro- 
pofed to be cunvaficd, in order to enable us to {peak 
more pertinently upon the fubyects under debate. 

We thus alfo acquued the habit of a mote agreeable 
kind of converfation than we had been before accul- 
tomed to, every queltion being debated accoiding to 
the expiels laws of the fociety, and in fucha manner 
as to prevent all difgutt 

It isto this cucumftance that we may attribute the 
duration of out club, of which 1 fhall often have oc- 
cafion to {peak hereafter, 

I fhall now only mention at as one of the means on 
which I reckoned for the increafe of our bufinels, each 
of the membeis endeavowiing, as much as po'lible, 
to get us employment. Bientaull, in pa:ticular, pre- 
vailed upon the Quakers to employ us, to plint pait 
of thei hiftory , the emaindei was to be completed 
under the inipection of Keimer. It was inpoflible 
to take much pains with the work, as we had con- 
tiacted to finith it at avery low price. It was a folo 
volume punted on pro patria peper, with a C cero 
character , the notes, which weic exceedingly long, 
were in a fmaller type. I compoted half a fheet per 
day of it, and Meredith immcdiately put it to prefs. Te 
was oficn eleven o’clock at mght, and fometimes later, 
before I had finifhed my diftiibut.on for nest day’s 
work, the litle trifles which we did from tme 
to time, for our friends, kept us behind-hand, but I 
was relolutcly determined to fimfh my tafk, Ilaving 
one might impoled my form, and, as I thought, 
finihed my labour, an accident occurred which 
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intircly difpleced my two foho pages of Cicero; on 
this I inftantly diftributed them again, and recom- 
pofed the whole, previous to my retiring to reft. 

This vigilance and induftry, which our neighbours 
did not fail to perceive, began to acquire us both 
credit and reputation I learned, among other 
things, that the merchants’ club, which affembled 
every night, happening accidentally to talk about the 
new printing-houle, 1t was the general opinion that it 
would not fucceed, there being two printers (Keimer 
end Bradiord) already eftablifhed in the town. But 
Doctor Baird, whom you and fi had occafion to fee 
a great number of years after, in the place of his na- 
tity, at St. Andrew’s in Scotland, was of a contrary 
opinion 

< The induftry of that Tranklin (fatd he) 1s in- 
“* finitely bevond any thing of the kind I ever knew 
“ inmy life before. I fee him full at work every 
“ night when I go home from tne club, and he is 
“¢ asain up and at bufinelg, before his peighbours are 
- out of their beds.” C7, fO2 Fee fb 4 

This circumftance made a great rmpreflion upon the 
reft of the aflembly, and ina fhort time afterwards 
one of the members came and offered to furnifh us 
with aiticles in the paper line, but we were de- 
termined not as yet to embairafs ourfelves by open- 
ing a fhop. 

It is not in order to offer up incenfe to myfelf, that 
{ here enter fo fully into details relative to my in- 
duftry , it is done merely with the 1dea that fuch of 
my defcendants as read thefe Memoirs, may appre- 
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ciate the advantage of this virtue, by perceiving, in 
the recital of my hfe, the happy effeéts which it pio~ 
duced in my favour. 

George Webb, having found a friend who lent 
him money to 1e-purchafe his indcntures from 
Kemer, came one day in o1dei to offer himfelf to 
us as a workman. We could not immediately give 
him employment , but I foolithly told him, by way 
of fecret, that we intended fpeedily to publith a newf- 
paper, and that we fhould then take him into our 
fervice. My hopes of fuccefs, which I freely com- 
municated to him, were founded on the confideration, 
that the only pape: which we had at that time in Phi- 
ladelphia, and which was printed by Bradford, was a 
paltry publication, which although muferably con- 
dudted, and deftitute of amufcment, yet produced 
him a confiderable profit. 

Webb betrayed my confidence, and inftantly com- 
municated my project to Keimer, who, in order to an- 
ticipate me, publithed the BO es of a paper, which 
he himfelf intended’to prilit, Snd’ upon which Webb 
was to be employed. 

I was provoked partly at my own indiftietion. and 
partly at the unfair advantage which had been taken 
ofit. by way of oppofition therefore, being as yet 
unable to begin our intended paper, I wrote feveral 
diverting little eflays, for Biadford’s journal, under 
the name of the “ Bufy Body,” which Brentali con- 
tinued for feveral months. I thus fixed the attention 
of the public upon it, and Kexmer’s pro/peus, which 
we turned into ridicule, was defpifed, 

12 Not- 
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Notwithftanding this, he actually publifhed his 
paper, and after continuing it nine months, hav- 
ing at that tme no more than minety fubfcribers, 
he offered to fell it to me for a mere trifle I was 
then at full hberty to conduét it, 1 therefore pur- 
chafed the copy -nght, and began to print 1t immedi. 
ately upon my own account> In a few years after. 
wards it afforded me a handfome profit. ; 

i perceive that Tam now talking in the fineular 
number, although ow: partneifhip full exrfted It is, 
perhaps, becaufe in fact the whole enterprife de- 
pended entirely upon my exeition. Meredith was 
not acompofitor, he was nothing more than a poor 
piefiman, and he but rarely abftamed from drinking 
ipirits. My friends vere forry to fee me connected 
with him, but 1 managed matters as well as pofhible 

The firft numbers of our paper made a far differ- 
ent fenfation than any publication of the fame kind 
that fad yet appeared in the province, aswell on ac- 
count of the ftyle, as the manne1 of printing. Some 
keen remarks which I made after my own manner, 
concerning the difpute which a little before that time 
had taken place between governor Burnet and the 
aflembly of Maflachulets, {truck perfons as fomething 
above what 1s common, and occafioned a great deal 
to be faid relative to the paper and its editor, fo that 
ina few weeks we had a multitude of fubfcribers. 
Their example was foon followed by many others, 
and our fubfcription increafed daily. This was one 
of the firit good effects produced by my endeavours to 
commun:cate my ideas to paper. | I alfo drew another 

advantage 
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sdvantage trom it, for the principal people in the pro- 
vince, perceiving meto be a man well calculated for 
my fituation, thought it advantageous to themfelves 
todo me every fervice, and encourage me by all 
means in their power. 

Bradford ftill publifhed the motions made in the af- 
fembly, the laus paffed there, and all the other public 
proceedings. He had printed an addrefs from the 
houle of repiefentatives to the governor, in a neghi- 
gent and incorrect manner. We reprinted it with ac- 
curacy and elegance, and fent a copy of it to every 
member. They inftantly perceived the difference, 
and this cucumftance feconded the influence of our 
well-wifhers in fuch a manner, that we were nomi- 
nated printers to the aflembly for the fucceeding 
year. 

Among my fmendsin that houfe, I ought not to 
forget one of the members, Mr. Hamilton, of whom 
Ihave made mention before, and who by this time had 
returned from Englard. He inteiefted himfelf 
warmly on my account upon the prefent occafion, 
as he did on many others afterwaids, having continued 
his kindnefs to me to the day of his death, 

Mr. Vernon about this time reminded me of my 
debt to him, but without prefling me for the payment 
ofit I wrote a complimentary letter full of thanks 
in teturn, and befought him to wait a little longer, 
which he readily complied with, and as foon as it was 
in my powei I paid him the whole, both principal 
aad intereft, at the fame time teftifying the gieat ob- 
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ligcfions I lay under to him, fo that this erroi of my 
hie was m fome refpect corrected. 

But anocher embarrafiment occurred, which I never 
expected to have experienced. 

Meredsth’s father, ho, according to agreement, 
was to have advanced the whole fum of money ne- 
ceflary for the payment of ovr types, prefs, &c. &c. 
had only given ftco fterling There was as much 
more ft:ll due to the merchart, who became impatient 
for his money, and dunned us continually. We in- 
deed gave fim fecurity, but we had the melancholy 
proipect before us, that if the money was not ready 
by the time agreed upon, a writ would be fued out, 
the yudgment would be put in execution. all our fine 
pioyects would evaporate, and we fhould be inmely 
ruined, as the pre’ and types would be fold, perhaps 
at one half of the original price, by way of liquidating 
the debt! 

tm the midft of this diftrefs, two true friends, whofe 
senerous proceedings I never have, nor ever fhall 
forget, while I am able to recollect any thing, came 
to me feparatelv. and unknown to each other, and 
without my having fpoken to them on the fub- 
ject, each of them offered to advance all the mo- 
ney neceffary, in order to enable me to take the bufi- 
nefs entirely into my own hands, if 1t fnould be practi- 
cable fo to do, becaufe they did not choofe that k 
fhould remain in partnerfhip with Meredith, whom, 
they faid, they had often feen drunk in the ftreets, 


and playing at games of chance 1m the alc-houles, cir- 
cumflanccs 
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cumftances which could not fail to be extremely di- 
advantageous to our credit. 

Thefe two friends were William Coleman and 
Robeit Grace. I replied to them, that while any 
probability remained that the Merediths would per. 
fom that part of our agreement which they had un- 
deitaken to fulfil, I could not think of propofing a fe- 
puation, as | was under a great obligation to them, 
tor what they had already done, and what they would, 
doubtlefs, ftill do for me, provided it were in their 
d pow er. 

While things remained in this ftate, I faid one day 
fo my partner 

‘¢ Your father is perhaps difeontented at your en- 
“ tering into trade along with me, and does not 
© choofe to do for two, what he would do for one. 
“ Tf this be the cafe, tell me fo honeftly, and I will 
“ repay you the whole fum advanced, and take the 
“ bufinels into my own hands.” 

* No, (replies he,) my father has a€tually been 
“ difappointed in his hopes; he 1s unable to 
* pay the remainder of the money, and I with not 
“ to make him uneafy on the fubject. I perceive 
“at length, that I myfelf am not in the leaft quali- 
fied for being a printer; I was brought up as a 
farmer, and it was a foolifh thing in meto come to 
town, and bind myfelf, at thirty years of age, as an 
appientice toa new bufinefs. Several of my old 
acquaintances are about to form an eftablifhment 
in North Carolina, where the land 1s extremely 
fertile and produdive Iamtempted to go with 
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then, and iefume my foimer occupation. You, 
* doustles, may find iuicnds to afift vou- If you 
will, therclure, undertake to pay the debts con- 
* tracted Us the »<rtneifhip, ieftore to my father the 
headrea pour ' o. has advanced, liquidate my own 
ticle trituns u_bts, and give me thirty pounds and a 
i ES fea wall refign up my clam to every thing, 
and !cave tae whole bafinefs intucly to yourfelf,” 
Yinitantly accepted this propcfition without the 
lcait befitavon Ibe terms were immediately com- 
1, tted tovriucs, and fiened and feoled without any 
diay Lagre-¢ to every thing he rcquned, and he 
foon aiter fet of .or South Carolina, from whence in 
th courle of te next year he fent me two long let- 
ters. con/ammy thc Left accounts that had hitherto 
.Opelred, clatit. to that county, in 1ega.d to the 
Cimate, 1¢.1,agicaitur, Ac &c , for he was exceed. 
ingly expert in e't thofe matters. I publifhed this 
correfpondence 1:2 my acafpaper, and it was read 
with the utmott fe is'action. 

As foonas he was gone, J addicfied myfelf to my 
Sey rie Sera Tor wfhine to give One a cifobuging 
ik eferctice ov er the uthe., Taccepted of ezch of them 

achelfthe fum he hed offered me, tirs vas abjio- 
He 8 neccesary for the fe dement of my affairs. 

Ttnen pud the debts due by the parmeifiup, and 
cotoued to curry on buenefs in my own name, 
tannic cere to .nform whe pabhe, by means of an ad- 
yert cment, thet the consesion was difiotved. | 
iy 7h tow, this was; ithe: an or about the yea 
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About the fame epoch, the people began to be 
clamorous for a new emifion of paper money, which 
had never been iffued in the province to a greater 
amount than {15,000 fterling, and the notes weie 
become exceedingly fcaice. 

The rich ynhabitants, prepofeffed againft all paper 
of this kind, for fear left the value of money fhould 
be lowered, as had been donc in New-England, to the 
prejudice of all thofe who were creditors, oppofed 
themfelves to this demand. 

We had oiten difcufled the queftion in our “Funto, 
where I had been always on the fide that patronifed 
the new emiffion, being fully perfuaded that the fult 
fmall fum, iffued in 1723, had done much good in the 
province, by favouring commeice, indultry, and po- 
pulation, as I peiceived all the houfes inhabited, 
and many more weie then building, whereas I 
recollected very well, when I wandeted, for the firft 
time, along the flreets of Philadelphia, eating my 
loaf, and looking alound me, that [ had feen moft of 
the houfes in Walinut-Street, and Second-Street, and 
Fourth-Stieet, as well as a gicat number of others in 
Chefnut-Street, and elfewhere, with bills upon them ; 
acircumflance which made me then think that the 
inhabitants of Philadelphia would abandon it, one 
after the other. 

Our fiequcnt debates had put ine fo fully in pof- 
feffion of this lubject, ‘hat I wrote and pubhifhed an 
anonymous pamphler, on “Lhe Natuic and Neceffity 
“of Paper Moncy.” It sas well received by the 
public in general, but it gicatly difpleafed the 11ch, 

becaufe 
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becaufe it increafed and fortified the clamours c- 
thofe who were in favour of a new creation of paper 
money. But being utterly deftitute of a writer ca. 
pable of mak.ng any reply, their oppofiuon began to 
be moilified, and the majority of the aflembly being 
in favour of the project, a law foon after pailed for 
this purpofe. ™ 

My numerous friends in that houfe, fully per- 
fuaded that I had been very ferviceable upon this oc. 
cafion, refalved to make me fome litle recompenfe 
by employing me to print the paper money: It 
was a lucrative job, and was of prodigious fervice ta 
me. This was another edsantage that I derived from 
a facility in managing my pen. 

T.me and experience fo evidently demonttrated the 
utilty and ad\antage of paper money, that it never 
afterwards experienced much oppofition, fo that :t 
foonamoun'ed to £55,c00 fterling, andin 1739 to 
£80,000 fterling» Since that epoch it increafed, du- 
ring the late war, to £350,000 fterling. commerce, 
new buildings, and inhabitants continually :ncreafing 
in the interval: Iam however perfuaded, that there 
are certain limits, beyond which the emiflion of paper 
money may become prejudicial. 

I obtained foon after, by means of my friend Ha- 
milton, the impreffion of the paper money belonging 
to Newcaftle, another profitable piece of bufinefs, as I 
ther thought it, little things always appearing great 
to thofe who’e fortunes are moderate , and this was 
really uncommonly advantageous, becaufe it was very 


encouraging tome. He alfo procured me the pri 
vilege 
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vilege of printing the laws and proceedings of that af- 
fembly, and this bufinefs con{tantly continued to be 
done by me, while] exercifed the profeffion of aprinter, 

[afterwards opened a little fhop for the fale of 
paper and ftationary. I kept d/anks of all kinds, and 
they were by far the moft correét that had ever ap- 
peared among us ; I was affifted in this operation by 
my friend Brentnall. I alfo fold parchment, pafte- 
board, books, &c. &c. 

A perfon of the name of Witemach, whom I had 
known in London, and who was a moft excellent 
compofitor, offered himfelf to me about this time 5 
I] immediately employed him, and he worked con- 
flantly and diligently with me, I alfo took the fon 
of Aquila Rofe, as an appientice. 

{ then began hitle by little to pay off the debt 
which I had contra¢ted for my utenfils, and on pur- 
pofe to “fubftantuate my credit as a tradefman, 1 took 
care not only to be really indultrious and frugal, but 
even to avoid the appearance of the contrary, 

I was clothed with great fimplicity, and was never 
{een in any place of public amufement. I never went 
with parties of pleafure either to fifh or to hunt. 
True indeed, a favourite book would now and then 
debauch me from my bufinefs, but this was but feldom 
the cafe; and when it fo occurred, it wasin private, 
and without g.ving feandal. In order alfo to thew 
that I was not above my profeffion, I fometimes car- 
ried home the paper which I had bought from the 
merchants, in a wheel-barrow, which I rolled through 
the ftreets before me, 
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I thus begun to be generally known as an induftn. 
ous young men, ind one very exact in all his pay- 
ments . the merchants who :mported paper, folicited 
my cuftom , others cate and made me the firlt offer 
of books, fo that my hit! bufinefs went on incleafing 
wondertully. 

In che mean time, Keimer’s trade and credit began 
daily to decline, and he was at lencth obliced to {ell 
off his goods 1m ordcr to fatisfy his creditors. After 
this he repaired to Barbadoes, v heie he lived foi tome 
time in great poverty. 

His former apprentice, David Hairy, whom T had 
inftructed during my refidence with Keimer, having 
purchafed his materials, fet up in his place. I was at 
firft afraid that I fhould find a powerful rival in David, 
becaufe he belonged to an opulent and refpectable fa- 
mily. In confequence of this 1dea, I propofed to him 
to enter into partnerflup together, this, very luckily 
for me, he rejected with great haughtinefs. 

He was very proud and lofty in his manners, and 
talked and a¢ted as if he had been a lord, he lived alfo 
at a confiderable expence, and took a great deal of 
pleafure abroad At length he began to run in 
debt and to neglect his bufinefs, and in confequence 
of this, Ars bufineft loft bin. Perceiving in a fhort ume, 
that he could procure no more employment in this 
country, he followed Keimer to Barbadoes, carrying 
his printing tools along with him. On his ariival 
in that ifland, the apprentice employed his quondam 
mafter as a journeyman ‘They often difputed and 
quarrelled with each other, and Hairy, who once 
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more fell behind-hand, was at length obliged to fell 
his printing prefs and types, and return to his former 
occupation as a farmer, mm Pennfylvamia. The perfon 
who purchafed them from him, employed Kermer to 
work for him, but he died a few years after. 

[had now no othe: competitor except Bradford, 
who bemg vey opulent, contented himfelf with a 
{mall fhare of bufinefs, and was not in the leaft de- 
fious of extending his tiade However, as he had 
the poft-office, 1t was imagined that he was in a bettet 
{ituation to piocure intelligence than I. His newl- 
paper alfo pofleffed the 1eputation of enjoying a more 
extcnfive cuculation than mine, and in confequence of 
this, he ieceived a far greater number of advertife- 
ments ,, this circumftance was equally profitable for 
him and difadvantageous to me. 

I diftributed my newSpapeis regulaly by means of 
the poft , but the public was of a contrary opinion, 
becaufe they knew that ] could not accamphth this by 
any other means than that of coiupting the poft-boys, 
who confequently could not take charge of them but 
by ftealth, Bradford being envious enough to pro- 
hibit them, This mode of proceeding made me ex- 
ceedingly angry, and | looked upon it to be fo fean- 
dalous, that when in the cou:fe of a few years I found 
myfel* in his place, I was exceedingly cautious not to 
imitate him. 

Thad co tinued until now to board with Godfrey, 
who, with lus wife and children, {till occupied a part 
of my houie, and half my fhop, which was very fer- 
viccable to him in his bufinefs as a glazier , 1t mutt 
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be obferved, however, that he worked but vety fel. 
dom, being conftantly abforbed in his mathematical 
purfuits. 

Mrs. Godfrey about this t-me took it into her head 
to marry me to the daughter of one of her relations, 
She was ftudious to find out opportunities of leaving 
us together, until fhe perceived that I was really 
fimitten with her coufin, a circumftance not very dif- 
ficult to be atchieved, as fhe had great perfonal 
merit. 

The parents encouraged my addrefles, by inviting 
me frequently to fupper, until they at length thought 
that it was time to come to an explanation. Mrs. 
Godfrey undertook to negotiate this bufinefs, and to 
bring the match between us to a conclufion. 

I informed her that I expetted to receive a fum of 
money along with the young woman, fufficient to en. 
able me to liquidate the remainder of my debt for 
my printing tools. 1 believe that it did not then ex. 
ceed the fum of {too fteriung. She returned me for 
anfwer, that her parents had not fuch a large fum 
at their command, I obferved in reply, that they 
might borrow it any where upon the fecurity of their 
houfe At the end of a few days a meflage was 
brought me, that they did not approve of the alliance, 
and that having confulted Bradford, they had learned 
from him that the trade of a piinte: was far from be- 
ing lucrative, that his types would be foon worn 
out, andthat he would then bein want of others; 


that Kemer and David Harry had failed one after 
the 
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the other, and that I fhould, in all human piobabikity, 
follow their example. 

In confequence of this, they forbad me the houfe, 
and fhut up their daughter. I know not rightly, 
whether this proceeded froma change of opinion, or 
folely from an artifice, arifing from the fuppofition 
that we were too far engaged with each other to 
defift, and that, in confequence, we fhould endeavour 
to be united together by means of a clandeftine mar- 
riage, which would fet them entiely at liberty, either 
to give or refufe their confent, as they fhould judge 
neceflary. 

Sufpetting this to be their motive, I became 
piqued at their conduct, and never afterwards went 
near them. 

Mrs. Godfrey told me fome time after, that they 
entertained the moft favourable difpofitions in regard 
to me, and that they would enter anew into a treaty 
of marriage, but I declared that I was abfolutely de- 
termined to have nothing more to do with the fa- 
mily. 

The Godfreys having teftified much refentment 
againft me upon this occafion, we began to difagree, 
and at length found it inconvement to live in the 
lame houfe together , they therefore changed the place 
of their abode, leaving me the premules entirely to 
myfelf, 

I refolyed from that moment never more to let 
lodgings, 

This affair having turned my thoughts towards 
marriage, I began to look around me, and make 
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overtures in other places, but I foon found that as 4 
printer’s ‘vas in general thought to be a very poor 
trade, I muft not expect to get any money with a 
wife, at leaft 1f I wifhed her to poffefs any of the 
good qualities that could alone make a helpmate 
defiraple. 

In the mean time, that paffion of youth, which 1s 
fo very dflicult to govern, often drew me into 1n- 
trigues with low and loofe women, who happened 
to fallin my way, fo that ths kind of life was not 
without inconvenience and expence, befides the per- 
petual rit of ruining my health, by acquiring fome 
terrible diforder, which I drcaded above all othe 
things in the woild Iwas however happy enough 
to elcape from thus calarwy. 

I had alway kept up a friendly connection and 
inte:courfe with Mus Read’s fimily, both as neigh- 
bours and old acqua-ntancce. Itc parents had en- 
tertained a rezard for me, from the moment that I 
firft Iedged in ther houfe. 1 was often invited to 
vifit them, they confultcd mc upon all their affars, 
and I was happ, cnovgh to Le iometimes ferviceable 
to them. 

Twas afiCed with the unfoitusate fituation of 
their daughter, who had beco.ac melancholy, was 
feldom feen to finale, and was attached to folitude. 

Tluokced upon my waildne!s and inconfancy during 
my fla 2. London, as the principal caute of her mul 
forieaes, Jthough her mother bad candour enough 
to attr:bure the fault to herfelt rathe1 than to me, be- 
caufe fhe had not only pievented ow marriage before 

my 
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my departure, but had alfo prevailed upon her 
daughter to marry another petfon in my abfence. 

Ow former mutual affection began once mole 
to revive in our hearts, but there weie many 
obftacles to our union. Her mainage indeed was 
looked upon as illegal and imvyalid, her hufband, 
as it was rumoured, having a former wife, fhil 
lhvmg im England, but it was extremely dificult 
tohave legal proof of this at fo great a diftance ; and 
although it was 1epoited every where that he himfelt 
was dead, yet we had not the leaft certainty of the 
fact, and even if it had been certified to us, he had left 
a creat number of debts, for the payment of which lus 
fucceflor might have been troubled. 

Notwithftanding all thefe difficulties, we were de- 
termined to be united to each other, and accordingly 
efpoufed her on the firft of September 17430. 

None of the inconveniences which we had forefcen 
ever occurred , fhe proved a good and faithful com- 
panion to me, and aflifted me greatly in the manage- 
ment of my fhop. 

We were exceedingly profperous together, and we 
always endeavoured to rendcr one anothe: happy , 
thus I corrected, as well as I was able, this great crror 
of my youth. 

Our club did not as yet meet at atavern. Weaf- 
fembled at Mr. Grace’s, who had fitted up part of his 
houfe exprefsly for this purpofe 

One of the members happened to obferve, 
that as our books were often quoted as authorities 
relative to the queltions propofed, it would be the 
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cet mede to collcd them in the place where we were 
accuftomed to meet, in order that they mignt be oc. 
cafionall, confulted, and that in thus forming one 
common libia'y out of our private collections, cach 
of us might enjoy the advantage of making ufe of 
the books of the other membeis, which would be 
Nearly as co.lvemient as if one peifon pofleffed the 
whole 

[his 1°ea vas inftantly adopted and carried in. 
to erecution, and we all depofited what books we 
could readily fpare at the bottom of the hall. They 
vere not. hove er, fonumerous as we expected, and 
although we made great ufe of them from time to 
timc, fome inconveniencies having at length arifen 
from want of care and attention, it was determined 
that eich perfon fhould take home lus own books 
again 

About this period I formed a plan for eftabiufhing a 
arculuting hbrary. Idrew up the pro/pectus, and 
put the conditions into a regular and legal form by 
the affiftance of our famous lawyer B,ockden, and 
my Project fucceeded to admiration, as will be feca 
hereziter. 


[Eire enc, that Pait of the Life of the late Bex- 
jamin Fraanncin, LL.D. originally written by hit 
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Frantlin begins to diftinguifo hiafelf as Conduéta of the 
Pennfylvan a Gazette—He becomes acquainted with Ar 
Whitefield—Eftabhfhment of the Philofopbical Sai vty of 
Ameiwca—Faprnimats in BlecPristy—Diflovery heading 
to demonftiate the Identity of Lightaing and the Blecijre 
Flud—khdiw Kate—Ahtlu Condudos—Mode of pits 
fervng Houls frien the dflructire Eq.éts of Lightnag 
— Advice to thoft unrequernted wrth the Natvse of t's Ble&ric 
Fhad, 


Wwe have alicady beheld the author of thefe 
memoirs, 11fing from obicuaty in {pite of every 
obftacle, and by means of his own prudence and in- 

duftry, flruggling into wealth and reputation. 
Hitherto he was only known as an ative and in- 
telligent young man, and was confpicuous foi little 
elfe except hus diligence and pun€uality, But foon 
after his marriage with Mifs Read he became pro- 
pnetor of the “ Pennlylvania Gazette,” and ina fhort 
K 2 time 


132 THE LIFE OF 


time cvlvbited fuch an extent of capacity, as the 
cuitor of it, that he acquied a confiderable portion 
of cdebritv. ‘his circumftance procured him a 
numb.r of valuable fnends, among whom was the 
Rev. George Whitefield, who, although then a ver, 
young man, difplaved a wonderful degree of elo. 
quence m his difcourfes, and poffefled the rare and 
extiacidinar’ talent of influencing the paflions, cap- 
tivating the heaits, and amending the morals of the 
multitude. 

At thet very period he wes occupied in preaching 
his doctuines throughout Noith-America, and his fuc- 
cefs in fo impoitant a miffion was unexampled. 
Having compofed a volume of fermons, for the ufe of 
the fectarifts of his own perfuafion, who were ex. 
ceedingly numerous, he employed his fnend Mr. 
Franklin to priat them for him, and the extraordinary 
faccefs of this work tended not a little to extend the 
trade oud conncxions of the latter. 

Alri .azh our author was uncommonly affiduous, 
both in his profeflion a» a printer and in his bu- 
‘nef asa boosfCler, yct he found means to confe- 
crate a few hours of his time to the purfuit of his 
esourtte ftucsy, which v as natural philofophy. 

fs. number of perfons, emment for ther abilities, 
bay rg dewimmed, in 1743, to form themfelves into 
« focicty ror the propagation of knowledge, he was 
ununnoal, wpeinted to draw up the plan of the 
snititution. [his aJociation, afterwards fo celebrated 
wider the name of the “ Philofophical Society of 

“© America,” 
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« America,” is ftillin exiftence, and reckons among 
its members a number of celebiated men. 

Within a few years afte: the eftablifhment of this 
fociety, the number of its members increafed fo con- 
fiderably, that 1t was judged proper to divide them 
ito the following fix committees . 

I Natural Philofophy, Mathematics, Optics, Aftro- 
nomy, and Geography. 

II Medicine, Chemiftry, and Anatomy. 

JH. Natural Hifto1y and Botany, 

IV. Commerce and Navigation. 

V. Mechanics and Architecture, and, 

VI. Rural Geconomy, and the Amehoiation of 
Walle Lands. 

A profpectus of the plan was ciiculated ove: the 
continent, and the leained of all counties wele 
imvited to an amicable correfpondence 

Thefe meafures vere attended with the moft ample 
fuccefs, and this inflitution began im a fhoit time to 
affume a very refpectable appearance. 

Accuftomed to fee and examincevery thing with 
his own eyes, to deduct confequences fiom the phe- 
nomena Which he oblerved, and never blindl, to fol- 
low the opinions of other men, Trankla foon ac- 
quired a vigorous judgment, a prodigious fund of 
knowledge, and a mannei of reafoning at oace pre- 
cile, clear, and convincing. 

Amidft a varicty of commercial concerns, he found 
leifure occafionally to indulge his genius in philofo- 
phical {peculations. Among thefe, electucity the 
leaft cultivated of all the branches of nasal know. 
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lecxe. more c pecially encased his attention 5 and he 
communicated fils difcoveries in that {cence between 
the ec omens *.1 175.4, to Peter Collinfon, Eig, 
OrLierdor ey Bite o: te Royel Society. 

Phclei. te o sere. eis rds pulsed, and nothing 
wrtten 02 une fv ecl of eleétricity was cv mo.e 
cenere 1 1ere 22? :> Yed, notin G*eat-Britain and 
ca oni, Dat in ull ps ts-of Curope 
ee iasui. were rather tady in acknowledging 
Tecra mend a vis great man, but foreign countries 
ddamr'.ju‘li.e to his genus, and even gave the 
mome of the Fraiklimuan Syftum to his difcoveries. In 
a vord, !1, expe. ments and obfer, ations on this fub- 
jet b.d tu to be handed down to pofterity, as the 
tiue pimples of clectricty, im the fame manner as 
t1@ Newion.an nilofophy 1s achnowledgcd to be the 
tice f\ftcm of nature in ceneial. 

‘the civetett duncovery which Di. Frankhn made 
conccrpimeg electricity, and which has been of the 
moft praciec! uf to mankind, 1s that of the perfect 
fimilerity or tthe fare ./s betwcen electrical fire and 
lisimms fice be uns his account of this iimilarity, 
hy cautiommg his readers againit being flaggered at the 
crett @ucence o” the eflects, in point of deg, ec, fince 
Tare h Ror UN of mydrfparity in their natute. 
& Tris to wonder,” fevs he, * if the eficcts of the 
* one thould be much gieater than thofe of the 
“ ochur, tur if two electrified gun-banels will fliike at 
‘* two inches atltance, and make a loud 1epoit, at 
- how great a diftance will 10,0c0 acres of electne 
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« cloud ftrike and give its fire, and how loud mull 
« be that report!” 

Haute difcovcred that metallic bais pointed to- 
wards the end, pofiefld the power of attra€ting the 
cluctric matter, at a great diftance, and became im 
then turn clectiifed by their conmmunication with the 
clouds, he cousmunicated his :deas on this fubject to 
the public, and a number of thefe infulated and 
pomted rods were ereCted in difterent parts of Eng- 
land and Fiance ‘The fi {t of thefe machines vifited 
by the celeftial fluid, was an ion bar forty feet in 
length, pliced at the top of his fumme-houfe, at 
Meily-la-ville, by M. Dal:bard, this was electrified 
dung the fpace of a whole hour, on the roth of 
May 1752. 

After having publifhed the mode of verifying his 
hypothefis conceiming the rdentity of eleChicity and 
hghtning, Fianklin determined to erect a pyramid 
at Philodelphia, mm order to perform his experi- 
ments. 

Recollecting at length, thata kite would have a 
more {peedy and eafy accefs to the regions of thun- 
der, than any building elevated by human induftry, 
he determined to cairy this idea into pace He 
eccoldingly adjufted a filk handkerchict to two fticks 
placed crols-wife. At the appioach of the fuft ftorm 
he repaired to a field where there was an out houle 
conveniently fituatcd foi his experiment, and in 01 der 
to obviate the 1idicule that but too commonly ac- 
companies unfuccefsful attempts fo. the promotion 
of the ferences, he took care to communicate his in- 
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tentions to no one but his fon, whofe affiflance was 
abfolutely neceffary upon this occafion 

Haring launched his kite into the ar, with a 
pointed wire fixed to the end of it, he foon fucceedcd 
fo far as to elevate 1t to the proper heght. It'was a 
lons time before he difcovered the leaft appearance of 
electricity. A denfe black cloud had already paffed 
over his bead without any effect whatever, and he be- 
gan actvally to defpair of fucccfs, when happening to 
look vith more than ordinary attention, he at length 
perceited alarbent flame to ftream along the hempen 
cor]. The lightning (for it was actually fuch!) de- 
fecnded along the fling, and wes recetved by an non 
he ued to the extremity of it, while this v as connected 
with hs hand by means of apiece of filken cord. 


What muil have been his joy, when prelenting his 
Knuc’.ics to the key at the end of the hempen ftnng, he 
felt an electric fhock, and found out that his dif. 
covery was complete ! 

Hv now clearly perceived the electric fparks , more 
folowed in fucceflion, and when the ftring became 
humid by means of the rain, it conducted the electric 
fluid with fiz! greater freedom, fo that it would ftream 
out plentifully from the key, at the approach of a 
perfon’s fincer. At this key he charged phials, and 
from electne fire thus obtained, kindled fpirits, and 
performed all other electrical experiments which ae 
ufually exhibited by means of an excited globe or tube. 

‘Lnis memorable and indeed wonderful experiment 
took place in June 1752, one month after Ins theory 
had been actually venficd in France, but before 
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he could have poflibly received any notice of sts fuc- 
cefs. 

Taving fucceeded fo completely with his electrical 
Lite, Mi, Frenkln determmed to perfevere in his 
difcoveries. He accordingly erected an infulated 
tion rod, on purpofe to draw the lightning into his 
houfe, to make eaperiments whenever there fhould be 
a confiderable quantity of itn the atmofphere; and, 
that he might not lofe any opportunity of that na- 
ture, he connected two bells with his apparatus, 
which gave him notice by their 1inging, whenevei his 
rod was electrified. 

But this difcovery, although it feemed to the igno- 
rant and fuperficial to be only a matter of curiofity 
and furprife, was attended with confequences highly 
beneficial to the human race. The grand prattical 
ule which our author conveited it to, was, to prevent 
buildings from beng damaged by lightning. This 
he accomplifhed by fixing a metallic rod higher 
than any part of the edifice, and contiiving itin fuch 
a manner as to communicate with the eaith, o1 ras 
ther with the neareft water. The lightning was 
fue to ferze upon the 10d, preferably to any other 
pat of the building, and that dangcrous element, in- 
ftead of committing its ulual deftiuétion, was ham. 
lefsly brought in contact with the ground, without 
doing any harm whatever. 

His letters on electricity having been publifhed in 
the philofophical tranfactions of the Royal Society, 
lus fame continued to augment daily, and the uni 
yeility of Oxford foon after paid a juft tubute to his 
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talents, by conferring upon him the honorary title of 
Doctor cf Laws, in the month of Apt 1762. At 
this period he had arnyed at the zemth of his philo. 
fophical story. ‘Lhe mof ditinguifhed men of the age 
began now to cultivate his fr.cndfhip and to ieveie 
his name. 

The letters of Dr Franklin abound with a variety 
of mifceilanecas obfiuvations, highly impotant in 
their neture, ds they tend to pichive the lnves of 
men from the.avases of an element trat has hue. 
tofore been confidcred as one of the fCourges of hu- 
manit'. The follows. patiage will fuve asa leflon 
to thofe perfons un.cquaipted with the natme of 
the electrical turd, wiio are accuftomed, whenever 
they hear thunder, to take refuge esther beneath 
tiees, or under the fli2'ter o1 lofty buildings : 

* Wien atemp.il,” favs the Docton, “ pafles ovcr 
‘acoustr, hich moumains, tall trees, elevated 
“ tov orc, prianids, mes of fhips, chimnes, and 
“in general cil hinds of eminences, attract the 
eleciric mater, end it 1s upon fuch objects as 
 thefe that the clouds dchaige themlelves It 1s 
“ extramel, dangeross for anv peifon to fhelter 
himfelé under a tiee during a ftoim, a great num- 
“ ber of men and asur is have been hilled in this 
“ meoner. Itas mych morc fafe to remain in the 
*€ open ficld , and this for another 1eafon While the 
< clothes are drenched with 1aia, if 2 fiafh of light- 
* ning, darting downwards towards the earth, fhould 
‘ happen to come 11 contact with the head of the 
‘+ paffenger, the fluid would be conducted all along the 
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furface of the body, by means of the wet. Thus 
we have often feen, that a half-diowned 1at cannot 
be kuled by the explofion of a bottle of eclectic 
matter, whereas a iat whofe fhin is perfectly diy, 
is inftantly put to death. 

“ Thefe faéts are proved by a multitude of ex- 
amples I fhall only mention two The firfl oc- 
curred fome years fince at Lancafter, in the pio. 
vince of Pennfylvania, in the inanne: Lam now 
about to recount. 

« Three childien of that town, all of whom were 
nearly thuteen years of age, went into the country 
in the morning of the 24th of July, in order to 
eather cheriies. As they returned, about four 
o’clock in the afternoon, they weie overtaken by 
a fhowe of rain, and although aheady wet, they 
took refuge beneath a large oak, which they per- 
ceived in the midft of the highway, and which was 
about forty yards diftant from any other tiec 
whatever. 

* One of the children leaned again? this oak, in 
fuch a manner that his head and pait of hus left 
fide touched the trunk. The other two fat them. 
felves down at a certain ciftance, bencath the 
thelte: of one of its long and bufhy bianches. Se- 
veral fucceflive claps of thunder were now heard 
ina wefterly direction ; the explofions become 
louder and more frequent, at length the lightning 
envelopes the tree, inftantly kills the boy who was 
fitting againft its trunk, and alfo a dog that lay 
between his feet, and ovciturns the two others, 
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who remain for fome minutes entirely motion. 
lefs, and without the ufe of their fpeech. At length 
one of them acquires fufaicient ftrenzth to nife, 
but he feems ftunned and enfeebled, and reels 
backwards and forwards like a drunken perfon. 
** As foon as he was able to reflect on the caufe 
of this accident, he fearches after his companions, 
and perceiving thot the one near him flill evinced 
fome {jmptoms of hfe, he attempts to raife him 
up, not fuccecd:ng in this, he proceeds towards 
the other, whom he finds exactly in the fame pofture 
as when alt.e, evcept that his body was incurv- 
ated by means of the electrical fhock which had 
firft truck limon the head His eyes alfo were 
open and 1mmoveable, and all his joints ftiff, as if 
they had been inurely deprived of articulation. 
‘* Scarcely recovered from his own fright, and 
fill more alarmed at this fpectacle, the child ran 
as faft as pofiible to the houfe of a perfon of the 
name of John Stonner, to whom he recounted this 
unlucky accident. 
* The two furviving children were immediately 
put to bed, and recovered foon afterwards. 1 my- 
felf, accompanied by fome friends, went to fee 
them. They were extremely fenfible for their 
years, and replied to all our queftions in a very 
fatisfactory manner. Having afked them if they 
heard any noife at the moment they felt themfelves 
ftruck, ‘we heard a noife,’ faid they, ‘ as if 
a number of cannon had been fired all at once ,’ 
as to the fenfation, they obfeived, ‘ that it ap- 
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peared as ifa large bundle of lighted wood had 
fallen upon them, and enveloped them 1n its flame.’ 
“ After exanuning the bodies and clothes of thefe 
poo childien, and confidering what an enormous 
volume of the fluid they had been expofed to, we 
were not able to conceive how it had been pofhble 
for them to efcape. The only manner of account- 
ing for this phenomenon, (Divine Providence apart,) 
is to fuppofe, that having been wet by the rain, 
pievious to their fitting under the tree, their 
clothes had ferved as conduétors to a great part of 
the electiic fluid. 

“« The fecond inftance took place at Savannah, in 
Georgia, in the month of July 1773. Ina veffel 
deftined for the Bahamas, and moored along-fide of 
the Key weie twelve horfes. The captain had cleared, 
out at the cuftom-houfe, and was about to fet fail, 
when all ot a fudden a terrible ftorm came on, as is 
often the cafe there at that feafon of the year. 
The lightning ftruck the matt of the fhip, and the 
ma{t condued it to the horfes, of whom ten were 
inftantly killed The two which efcaped had juft 
come on board, and had but a few munutes before 
been bathed in the river Savannah, a circumftance 
which had probably faved then lives.” 
Notwithitanding the accidents occafioned by light. 


ning were very common, and generally very alarming, 
in America, and the utility of the metallic conduétors 
was univeifally acknowledged, yet but few houfes 
were furnifhed with them on the new continent , nay, 
Several {ectarifts in Pennfylvania condemned the ufe 
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of them, faying, that it was “ rafhnefs, and a want 
* of confidence in the fift great Caufe.’ Notwith- 
ftanding this, the'e people, fo very full of confidence, 
never rejected the afiiflance of medicine, and were 
not afraid of being let blood, or of applying reme- 
dies to the various diforders with which they might 

appen to be afflicted 

Ttwas thus that Franklin employed the leifure part of 
his Life, m philofophical refearches , in founding foct- 
eiies, propagating knowledge, and in communicating 
a multitude of mentions ufeful to mankind. We 
fhall foon behold him attaching himfelf to political 
inveftigation, bending his great and compiehentive 
talents to the ftudy of government, repreffing the 
tyrann} of one nation, and teaching anothe: to foar 
at liberty and independence ! 


CHAP. 
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Co SA peels 


Or Author begins to be confulted upor Publu Affairs s—-Letters to 
Goines ner Shirhy—He propofes an Union between England and 
hee Colenues—tHe affifts ithe Br.tifh Govesnu ent dursng the 
Wai with Fiance, and takes the Field in Per fon againjt 
the Locmy—His Influence on the Negotiations that were 
terminat d by the Peae of Paris—He was forced, as well 
as the eft of his Count, men, into the Sch.me of Indeperd- 


ence—The Succefs of the Amaiiwan Arms favourable per haps 
to Biitifb Libes ty 


HU abilities of Di. Franklin began now to be 
acknowledged by his own countiymen, and his 
judgment, penetration, and candour, as well as his 
readinefs to fuggeft and carry into execution various 


{chemes of public utility, dcfervedly endeared him to 
the inhabitants of the colonies. In the year 1754, 
when the French were maling enc:oachments on the 
back fettlements of North z.meuica, the following 
plan was propofed by govenment “* That the go- 
 vernors of all the colonics, attended by one or 
“© two members of their 1efpedive councils, fhould 
aflemble, and conceit mcafures for the defence of 
the whole, eiect foris where they judged pioper, 
and raile what troops they thought ncceflary, 
with power to draw on the Englith treafury for 
the fums that might be wanted, and the tieafury 


to be retmburfed by a tax laid on the colomes by 
an act of pathament,” 
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Dr. Franklin, who was confulted on this occafion, 
communicated his opinions with gicat candour and h- 
berality ,and evinced, at th.s early period, a determined 
oppofiuion to a project, which feems to have been the 
foundation of thofe future {chemes that brought on 
the late horrible and deftructive war. His letteis ae 
fo interefting, and indeed fo very prophetical of what 
would happen, in confequence of taxing the colonies 
without their confent, that we are happy in having 
it in our power to communicate them to the reader. 
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Delve als Hie 


TROM 


Or. FRANKLIN to GOVERNOR SHIRLEY. 


eat Lie Rwets 


Dialett.s Tucfday Morning. 

I rerurn you the loofe fheets of the plan, with 
thanks to your Exccllency for communicating them. 

I apprehend, that excluding the people of the co- 
lonies fiom all fhare in the choice of the giand coun- 
cil, wall give extreme diffatisfaction, as well as the 
taxing them by act of parliament, where they have no 
reprefentation. 

It 1s very poflible that this general government 
might be as well and faithfully adminiftered without 
the people as with them; but when heavy burdens 
aie to be laid upon them, it has been found ufeful to 
make it, as much as poflible, their own act; for they 
bear better, when they have, or think they have, fome 
fhare in the direétion ; and when any public meafures 
are geneially grievous, or even diftafteful to the peo- 
ple, the wheels of government move more heavily. 


Tam, Sir, &e. 
B. FRANKLIN, 


1.16 EME UlErLo 


Pee elena] 


D bey Weduefday Mor auags 

I -trwTio\ep it yelterday to you Excellency as 
my opinon, that excluding the people of the colonies 
from ail fhare in the choice of the grend council, 
would probably give extreme diflatisfaction, as well 
as the taxing them by act of pailament, where they 
hive no repreentation In matters of general con- 

ein to the people, and efpecially where bindens are 
to Le laid upon them, it 1s of afeto confider, as well 
what they will be pt to think and fay, as what they 
ovchtto think J fhall chce“ore, as your Excellency 
requires :t of me, bricfly mention what of either kind 
occurs to me on this oc 740% 

Firft, Lhey call fs, and peshaps with juflice, the 
bod, of the peuple in the cctonics are as loyal, and as 
firerly attached to the prefent conilitution and reign- 
ing family, as any fubjects in the king’s domimons. 

hat thcre is no rcafon *o doubt the 1ead.nefs and 
villingnefs of the fUpefentatny es they may chufe, to 
grant fuch fums for the defence of the country, as 
fhall be judged neccffary, fo irr as thei abilities will 
allow. 

‘Lhat the people ia the co’on.es who are to feel the 
iinmediate milchicfs of invafion and conqueft by an 
enemy, m the lofs of their cftates, lives, and libei ties, 


ere hikely to be better udze. of the quantity of forces 
neceflary 
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neceflary to be raifed and maintained, foits to be 
built and fuppoited, and of their own abilities to bear 
the expence, than the pailiament of England at fo 
pieat & diftance. 

That governors often come to colonies merely to 
make fortunes, with which they intend to 1etuin 
to Britain, are not alwavs men of the beft abili- 
ties or integiity, have many of them no eftates hee, 
noi any natural connecuions with us that fhould make 
them heartily conceined for our welfare , and might 
pollibly be fond of raifing and keeping up mote forces 
than neceflary, from the profits acclumg to them- 
felves, and to make piovifion for their friends and 
dependents. 

‘Lhat the counfellois 1n moft of the colonies, being 
appointed by the crown, on the 1ecommendation of 
governois, are often (N.B.) of fmall eftates, fre- 
quently dependent on the governois for offices, and 
thercfore too much under influence 

That theie is therefore great 1cafon to be jealous 
of a power in fuch governors and councils to raife 
fuch {ums as they fhall judge neceffary, by drafts on 
the lords of the treafury, to be afterwards laid on 
the colomes by act of parhament, and paid by the 
people here , fince they might abule it, by projecting 
uelefs expeditions, harofling the people, and taking 
them fiom their labour to execute fuch projects, 
meicly to create offices and employments, gratify 
then dependents, and divide the profits, 

That the parliament of England 1s at a great dif- 
tance, fubjett to be m.finformed and mifled by fach 

L2 governors 
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sovernors and councils, whofe united interelt migi¢ 
probably fecvie them ogainft the eflect of any com. 
plant from hence 

Toeat it 1s fuppofed aa undoubted right of Eng. 
hthmen, not to be taxed but by their own confem, 
civ on though then 1rep.efentatives. 

Jiat the colonies have no repicfentatives in 
parhanent 

That to propore taxing them by parliament, and 
1e‘vie them the libeity of chufing a reprefentatne 
council, to meet in the colomes, and confider and 
judze of the necedty of any general tax, and the 
quar tum, Mews a fulpicion of then loyalty to the 
crown, or of ther regard for their country, or of ther 
corm won fenfe and anderftanding, which they have 
nat defor ed 

‘Laat compelling the colonies to pay money with 
out their confent, vould be rather lke raifing con- 
tnbut.ens 11 an enemy's country, than taxing oi 
Ini? men for tneir ovn public berefit. 

‘That it would be treating them as a conquerel 
pecvle, ond not as true Brinth {ubjects. 

1 at a t+ -.J ty the reprefentatives of the co 
1 _s might be eafily leifened, but being once lad 
b .. ‘ament under the infiuence of the reprefenta 
tx » made by governors, would probably be kept 
up, and contiaued for the benefit of the governors, 
to the giicvous burthen and difcontent of the colo. 
mies. dnd prevention of thar growth and increale. 

That a power um gove.nors, to march the inhebtt 
onts from one end of the Brinfh and French colome 

tu 
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to the other, being a country at leaft 1500 mules 
long, without the approbation or confent of the re- 
pecentatives firft obtained to fuch expecitions, mig it 
be cievous and rurmous to the people, and would 
put them upon a footing with the fubjects of Piunce 
in Canada, that now groans under fuch oppieffion 
trom thar governors, who, for tuo years paft, have 
ha led them with long and deftructive maches to 
the Ohio. 

That if the colonies in 2 body, may be well go- 
verned by the governors and councils appointed by 
the clown, without reprefentatives, paiticula: co- 
lomes may be as well, or better, fo governed, a tax 
wiay be laid upon them all by act of parliament foi 
fippoit of government, and ther affumblies may 
be dirmiffed as an ufclels pait of the coniteietion. 

‘Lhat the powers propofed by the Albany plan of 
union tobe velled ina giand council reprefentative 
of the people, even with regard to military matters, 
arenut fo great as thofe of the colonies of Rhode- 
ifand and Corneéticut are entrufted with tv then 
rnarters, and have never abuled, for, by this ; lan, 
the preident general 1s ppointed by the crown, and 
contouls alf by his negative, but in thofe govern- 
ments the people chule the governor, and yet allow 
hm no negative, 

That the Britrfh colonies bordering on the French 
are properly frontrers of the Brith empire, and the 
honuers of an empne are propeily defended at the 
jomt expence of the body of the prople in fuch em 
puc. It would now be thought hard, by act of parha- 

Lan nei.” 
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ment to oLlice the cinque-ports or fea-coaft of Britain 
to maintain the whole navy, becaufe they aie more 
immediately defended br it, not allowing them at 
the fame time a vote m chafing membeis of paihia- 
ment , andas the froatiers of Ametica bear the ex. 
pences of thar own defence, at feems hard to allow 
them no fhue im voting the money, judging of the 
necefity ard fum, or advifing the meafures 

That, bef dco ‘de taxes neceliary for the defence of 
the froniiis, the colonies pay yeah great fums to 
the mothe-countiy unnoticed: For taxes patd in 
Britain by the land-holder o1 artificer, muft enter 
into and incieale the price of the pieduce of land and 
manufactures mide of it, and great part of this is 
paid by coafuricrs in the coleaes, who thereby pay 
a con‘iderable part of the Brith taxes 

We are relt:asred in oui trade wich foreign nations, 
notwtthftending we could be fuppued with many ma- 
nufacturcs cheaper from them, but muft buy the 
fame dearer from Britain The difference of price 1s a 
clear tax to Biitern. We are obliged to carry a great 
part of our pioduce directly to Binain, and whee 
the dures laid upon it Icflen its piice to the planter, 
or it fells for lefs than st would in foreign markets, 
the diffcreace is a tax paid to Br.tain. 

Some manufactures 1 e covld rake, but are for- 
bidden, and muft take them of Brith merchants 
The whole price 1s a tax paid to Br tan. 

By ovr greatly incrcafing the demend and con- 
fumption of Biah manu‘actuics, thar price 1s con- 
fideraL'y raifed of late yerrs, the ad.antage 1s clea 

profit 
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profit to Bntain, and enables its people bettcr to pay 
gieat taxes, and much of it being paid by us, 15 2 
clea: tax to Britain. 

In fhort, as we aie not fuffeied to icgulate our 
tvade, and 1eftrain the impoitation and confumption 
of Brith fupefiuities (as Buitain can the confump- 
ton of foreign fupeiflurties), our whole wealth cen- 
teis finally amongft the merchants and inhabitants of 
Butain, andif we make them richer, and enable 
them better to pay their taxes, 1t 1s meaily the fame 

“as being taxed ourfelves, and equally beneficral to the 
clown. 

This kind of fecondary taxes, however, we do not 
complain of, though we have no fhare in the laying 
oi dufpofing of them, but to pay immediate heavy 
taxes, in the layiag on, appropriation, and difpofition 
of which, we have no part, and which perhaps we 
may know to be grievous, muft feem haid meafure 
to Englifhmen, who cannot conceive that, by ha- 
zading them lives and foitunes in fubduing and fet- 
tling new countries, and eatending and increafing the 
commerce ot the mothe: nation, they have forfeited 
the native right of Buitons, which they think ought 
ra.her to be given to them, as due to fuch ment, if 
thcy had been before im a flate of flavery. 

Thefe, and {uch kind of things as thefe, I appre- 
hend, will be thought and faid by the people, it the 
propofcd alteration of the Albany plan {nould take 
place Then the admimiftration of the board of ; a. 
yernois and council fo appointed, not having the re- 
prefentatuse body of the people to approve and unite 
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in it) mevfurcs, and conciliate the minds of the peo- 
ple to thm, will probavly become fu'pedted and 
Ocious, dongerous amiumofiie. and feuds will aie 
bctwecn the governors and governed, and every thing 
co mto confufion. 

Pertiaps I am too apprehenfive in this matte , 
but, havire freely given my opinion and reafons, 
~our Excel'ency can judge better than J, whether 
there can beany ve cho inthem, and the fhortnefs of 
the ume allowed me, will, I hope, nm fome degree, 
excufe the imperfections of this feiaw] 

With the greatet refpect and fidelity, I have the 
honour to be your Excellency’s moft obedient and 


moft humble fervant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


3 i Oelkeny 


Salk, 

Since the converfa..on our Excellency was pleafed 
to honour me with, on the fubjeCt of a more inti 
Ta te connexi7 i bets ecn the colomes and Great-Bri- 
tain, bs alow.ns chem reprefentatives in Parliament, 
I Fave {.mething further coufidered that matter, and 
am of cn:cion, that fuch an umion would be vey 
acceptable to the cclomes, provided they had a rcalon- 
able nuniter of repiefentatives allowed them, and 
that “lthe old .¢ of parhament, refiraimng the 
trade or crenping the manufacluies of the ccionies, 
be at the fame tume repealed, and the Brith fubjects 

on 
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on this fide of the water put, in tho’e refpedcts, on 
the fame footing with thofe in Great-Britain, till .he 
new parltament reprefenting the whole, fl.all think it 
fo. the intereft of the whole to ene& fome or all 
of them. It 1s not that Limagine fo many reprefent- 
atives will be allowed the colon, as to have any 
creat weight by ther numbers, but I think there 
might be fufficient to occafion thole laws to be better 
and more impartially confidered, and perhaps to ovet- 
come the intereft of a petty corporation, o1 of any 
“paiticular fet of artificcrs or traders in England, who 
heretofore feem, in fome inftances, to have been more 
iecarded than all the colonics, or than was confiflent 
with the general mtereft or nat.onal good. 

I think too, that the government of the colonies, 
by a parliament, 1 which they are fa'rly 1eprefented, 
would be vaftly more agreeable to the people thaa 
the method lately attempted to be intioduced by 
royal inftructions, as well as moie agrecable to the 
natu.e of the Lnglifh conftitution, and to Eng- 
lith hberty ; and that fuch laws as fiow feem to bear 
hud on the colomies, would (whea judged by fuch 
pailiament, for the beft intereft of tie whole) be 
more cheerfully fubmitted to, and moic eafily ex- 
ecuted. 

I fhould hope too, that by fuch an unioa the peo- 
ple of Great-Buitain, and the pcople of the colonies, 
would leain to confider them‘tlves, as not belonging 
to different communinies with diferent antercfts, but 
to one community with one mtceft, which I ima- 
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gine vould contribute to ftr.ngthen the whole, and 
greatly leflen the dunger of inture feparations. 

It 1s, I fuppors, agreed to be the general inteteft 
of any ftate, that 1ts people fhould »e numeious and 
rich, men enow to fight inits defence, and enow 
to pay fufficicat taxes to defray the chaiges ; for thefe 
circum tances tend to the fecurity of the flate, and 
its prov ction fiom foreizn povers But it feems not 
of fo much tmportance, whether ti. fizhting bedone 
by John or Thomas, o: the tax pad by Waiham or 
Cha les 
Tae iron mona acure employs and cniches Bri- 
h fobsects, bat +s tt of any importance to the flate 
Vhether che mauufacturcrs live at Birringhai oi 
pie pele! lors Dominic sehey are {thilgmithinents 


— 


bornussvend thdien vale wad perfor. are flilleataits 
commend t 

Could the Goodwin fauc. be lud diy by banks, 
enc lund equal to a large covnty tlecuy gamed to 
Lnglal, and, -ontly f ted with Luglifa inhabitants, 
would wu bez she to ucpuve ivch inhabuants of the 
comiion privile ses enyo,ed by otha Lnebinacn, he 
right of voiding ule’, ceduce ir che fame port», o1 of 
making thur ov) fhocs, beeau’e a merchant o1 a 
fho-maker, | ngon the old daad, might fancy 1t 
more for his o . ad. ntaze t» ti.ue or make thoes 
forthem? Would this be mght, csen af the land 
were ¢ zLed atine expenceol the tate? And would 
it noticomicfs meht, at che chage and labour of 
cilia Ne odd uGual territory te Britun, had been 
borne 0 the fetila. the ales? sd would not 
the 
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the hirdfhip appear yet greater, 1f the people of the 
new country fhou'd be allowed no repiefentatives in 
a parhament, enacting fuch impofitions? Now f look 
on the colonies as fo many countries gain-d to Great. 
Bntain, and more advantageous to it than if they 
had been gained out of the fea around our coaft, and 
joined to its land, for, bemg im different climates, 
they afford greatci variety of produce, and materials 
fo. more manufactures , and being feparaied by the 
ocean, they incieafe much more its fhrpping and fea- 
men, and fince they aie all included in the Bntih 
empire, which has only catended itfelf by their 
means, and the {trength and wealth of the whole; 
what impoits it to the geneial ftate, whethci a mer- 
chant, a fmith, o1 a hatter, grow nch in Old o1 New 
England? And uf, through incieafe of people, two 
fmiths are wanted for one employed before, why may 
not the new {mith be allowed to live and thrive in 
the new countiy, as well as the old one in the old? 
In fine, why fhould the countenance of a ftate be par- 
tially affoided to its people, unlefs it be moft in fa- 
vour of thofe who have moft ment? And, if thee 
be any difference, thofe who have moft contiibuted 
to enlaige Bi:tain’s empue and commeice, increafe 
hei ftiength, her wealth, and the numbeis of her peo- 
ple, at the 11fque of their own lives and private for- 
tunes, im new and firange countries, methinks ought 
rather to expect fome preference. With the greatelt 
refpect and efteem, I have the honour to be you 
fxccllency’s moft obedient and humble fervant, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


THE idea fuggeltcd in Letter III. of forme 4 
more intimate unlon Letween Great-Britain and the 
colomes, by allowing them reprefentatives in parlia- 
ment, would, in ai’ human probauility, have becn at- 
tended with the happieft con’equences to beth, for, 
in the firft place, 1t would ha,e enturely precluccd a 
civil war, andin the nest, by intufing a ceitasn avan. 
tity of found and untainted blood into the 1 2) po- 
Iitic, 1t might have repreffed the gros degeneracy of 
latter t:mes, and femmied that torrent of corruption, 
which at prefent bids fair to fweep public virtue 
avay from the face of the land. 

Durmng the var before the laff, Dr Franklin was 
eminently ferviceable to the Briufh government, by 
encouraging his countrymen to repel with vigour the 
comrion enemy , on this occafion he commanded a 
company of artillery, and more than once hcaded the 
militia in fiveral hazardous and fuccelsful enter- 
priles. 

When Canada was reduced, he came over to Eng- 
land and endeavou.cd, both by wrung and converfa- 
ton, to demonttrate to the then miniftry, the tupario. 
importance of that pr>vince to all our acquifiuions in 
the Weft-Ind.es , un! as the peace of Paris was con- 
cluded upon thispi.eciple our author’s argumcats and 
information mz, be fuppofed to have influenced, in 
fome degree, 2 meafurc fo obnoxious at that time to 
yhe greater part of tue nat.on, and which, as far as 

regards 
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repards the intereft of Great-Britain alone, mutt be 
allowed to have proved highly impolruc. 

There 1s every 1eafon to believe that Dr. Franklin 
was ftimulated upon that occafion, by a fincere 
defire for the fecurity and profperity of Britifh Ame- 
Tica, as connected with the parent ftate, and that al- 
though he might have contemplated the future inde- 
pendency of the colomes, as an abfiract queftion, he 
never could have been prevailed upon to make the 
experiment until he wes forced, along with his 
countrymen, into a juftifiable and mertonous oppo- 
fition to a fcheme, big with the moft ruinous confe- 
quences to the inhabitants of America, and perhaps, 
had it proved fuccefsful, to the liberties of Great- 
Brstain. 


CHAP. 
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Cole NM 410 


Lhe tecsines a Meritht of ile Affimbly of Pennfyluama—t. 
apporicd Ascent to feveral of the American States—Sarls 
fa Be gloud—Is esauiid b fae a Comnuttee of the Privy 
Crim l—Itfulid ly the Attorney GeneralDiparts pri- 
tlely fu fis a 


T was not uatil after he had paffed the meridian 

of his life, that Di. Fiankhn difplayed to the 
world, that his talents were no lefs adapted to poli- 
tics than the furences His objections to the Albany 
plan, which we have already mentioned, his oppo- 
fition to the p71 '-’ary, and his efforts in order to 
introduce .he roval form of government into America 
in its ftead, foon made him known to his fellow-citi- 
zens, and even to the Lnghth min‘try, to whom he 
communicated a ncw plan for reculating the polt- 
ofice in Avnetica By way of recompenfe for this, 
he \ as appoit.d poft-mafter general for the fouthein 
departm.1. 

Being furnfhed vith ail the qualities neceflary for 
conciliating popatai favour, he alfo obtained oa feat in 
the aPembly of Pennfylyania. 

He \ as foon afte: appointed agent fiom that pio- 
vance, i order .o fuperintend its imterefts in Eng- 
land, and \ as et that period held in fuch high and 
cen il eft.mation Ly his ountrymen, that he was 
alfo no: :nated agent for the provinces of New Jei- 
fu, Virginia, and Georgia. 

L When 
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When the ftamp-adt, laying a certain tax upon 
bonds, notes, &c. was attempted to be impofed in 
5766 by the Brith pailrement, on the inhabitants of 
North America, 1t experienced the warmeft and moft 
decided oppofition on the part of the Docton, and this 
ympolitic bill was at length repealed. We himfelf is 
accufed of having been the original piojectoi of thus 
yey act, but let it be recollected that it was not the 
duty, but the m/e, that he then objected to, a mode 
vhich eftablifhed the principle of levying impofts 
upon a people, without, and even contiary to, their 
exprefs conlent, and thus bereaved them of the right 
of reprefentation His examination before the houfe 
of commons in 1767, did him great honour, and the 
queftions afhed by the then adminifhation, and his 
replies, which were catremely foicible, were cucu- 
lated and applauded throuchout all the colon.es. 

The Americans now began to be fenfible of ther 
own confequence, and the inhabitants of Bofton, at a 
public meeting on the 27th of Otober 1767, en- 
tered into a variety of 1efolutions for encouraging 
manufactures, piomoting economy, and reftraming 
the ule of foreign fuperduities ‘Thele refolunions, 
all of which weie highly prejudicial to the trade of 
the mother-country, contained a long Inft_ of aincles, 
which it was athe: dctermined not to ufe at all, or 
at feaft in the {matleft poffitle quantities. 

A, fubfciiption was opened at the fume time, and a 
commutce appointed, foi the increafe of tkeu old 
manufactures, and the eftablithment of new ones. 
Among other tlungs, it was determ.aed to eve pal- 

t.cular 
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tica‘ar encourasement to the making of pape, glaf, 
and the other commodities that were lable to the 
pa\ment of tie new duties upon importation. It was 
«19 re‘olved to reftrain the expences of funerals, to 
Te“uce dicfs to a decree of primitive fimplicity and 
plunnefs, ad in general not to purchafe any com- 
modifies from the ‘nocher-country, that could be 
procured ir > of the colonies. 

All thc’e re ol ons were either adopted, or fimila: 
ones entered irto, by all the old colomes on the 
continent 

The Americans beng well acquainted with their own 
Tichts, ere deicrmned to maintain them, and they 
accoruinsi, 9, rofd to the acts of a venal court, 1e- 
foly 2d to fubtus.-e therm to its authonty, that cilm 
ond feeds penfercrence worthy of men vho were de- 
ter, uned to be free. 

The Tachth munftry having once more evinced a 
deGan to tex the w resrefemcd colomes, Dr. Franklin, 
who bp_pened to be then in London, was examined 
berore tue privy-council, on the 11th and rgth of 
opuary 1774, refpecunag the flate of America. 
On th.t occafion he difplayed his ufual firmnefs 
and capacit\, althouch he was treated in a very 
unpolitz manner by the then attorney geneial, 
who at this day prefides as chief ywlice in one 
ui tre comts of lay 

Ihssu% orny coadad was boine by the phildfo- 
por. 5 1 cin and dignified ferenity It 1s al- 


der oJ, lus e.cr, that, after his examunation, he 
paffed 
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paffed by the “¢ pert, prim prater *,”” in his way out, 
and took occafion to whifper the following truth m 
his ear I voll make your mafter a little hing 
Mein atanie 

Soon after this examination, the Dottor was fre- 
moved from his employment as poft-matter general 
of the fouthern provinces of America, and was 
looked upon by the Briufh government with fuch a 
jealous eye, that fome thoughts were entertained of 
arrefting him, under pretence of his having fomented a 
rebellion in the colomes, Having 1eceived intimation 
of their intentions, he left England in the beginning of 
the year 17765, and took his meafures with fuch pri- 
vacy, that he had actually arrived in America befoie 
he was fufpected of entertaming any defign of re- 
moving from the kingdom. 

The act for impofing a duty upon tea had now 
put the whole continent in commotion. The flame 
of liberty fpread with the rapidity of lightning, from 
New Hampfhire to Georgia ; councils of fafety were 
formed in all the provinces , and every thing indi- 
cated a fpeedy determination of that queftion, whe- 
ther America was henceforth to be peopled by free- 
mien or by flaves ° 


* See Churclull’s Works 
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CuePArT lV: 


The D.its, foon afer the Battle of Lexington, writes circular 
Letters to all the Celomes—Copy of a Letter to Afi. Strabany 
a Printer and Member of Parlament—The Ameiicans are 
wn aaitof Money, Arms, and Amauntiun—Emffion of Pa- 
per Mones—The Views of the People and thew Leader’ —Gee 
veral Lee a flinch Rep tbluan—The Congrefs declares the 
Unused States independent—The Dactar, at the Age of Seventy, 
repans to Fiance—The Succofs of fis Miffon—His great 
and “wapor fant Srruces to duuiua—Hyy Return to bis na- 


cive Country 


N the fpring of 1775, the Doétor electrified the 

whole continent by means of circular letters, writ- 
ten foon after the battle of Lexington. Hrs bold and 
patheuc defcnption of this engagement aroufed the 
Jpirit of hberty an every bofom, and in fome mea- 
jure rendered a ‘reconcthation impracticable between 
the mother-country and her colomes. Much about 
the fame time. the following laconic epiftle, addreffed 
by himto Mr. Strahan, an eminent printer, at that 
time member for Malm{bury, and formerly one of 
his molt inumate friends, appeared in the public 
papers . 


s¢ Mr Saeeian, PI ladelp ia, Fuly 53 1475. 
“ You are a member of that parliament, and 
-- have formed part of that majority, which has con- 


“* demned m, native country to defiruction. 
Saou 
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« You have begun to burn our towns, and to 
« deftroy their inhabitants! 
‘ Look at your hands—they are ftained with the 
« blood of your relations and your acquaintances. 
* You and I were long friends; you are at pre- 
« fent my enemy, and Iam your’s. 
‘© BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.” 


The difputes between Great-Britain and her colo- 
nies began now to aflume the molt ferious afpect. 
Determined to perfift in their oppofition to the im- 
pofts attempted to be levied by means of Englith acts 
of parliament, it was neceflary for the Americans to 
bethink themfelves of adopting pioper and efficacious 
means of refiftance. They poffeffed little or no coin, 
und even arms and ammunition were wanting. In this 
fituation, the adoption of paper money became indif- 
penfably necefflary, and Dr. Franklin was one 
of the firft to demonftrate the propriety of that 
meafure: Without this, it would have been im- 
poflible to have made any other than a very feeble 
and a very fhort refiftance agaimft the mother- 
country. 

The firft emiffion, to the amount of three millions of 
dollars, accordingly took place on the asth of July 
1775, under a promife of exchanging the notes againft 
gold or filver in the {pace of three years ; and towards 
the end of 1776, more than twenty-one millions addi- 
tional were put in circulation, The Congrefs at 
length began to be uneafy, not knowing how it would 
be poffible to redeem fo large afum ; and fome of its 
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members having waited upon our author, in order to 
confult him upon this occafion, he {poke to them ag 
follows ‘* Do not make yourfelves unhappy, con. 
‘ tinue to iflue your paper money as long as it 
*« will pay for the paper, ink, and printing, and we 
‘© fhall be enabled by its means to liquidate all the 
¢ expences of the war.” 

Itis a certain fact, that, at the beginning of the 
difturbances, the bulk of the people acted from no 
fixed and determined plan whatever, and had not even 
an idea of independence, for all the addreffes from 
the different colomes were filled with profeffions of 
loyalty towards their fovereign, and breathed the moft 
ardent wifhes for an immediate reconciliation. It is 
probable, however, that the principal leaders looked 
up to this as an ultimate, and perhaps neceffary 
object. 

The late General Lee in particular, inflamed with 
a republican zeal, travelled from colony to colony, 
firred up a fpirit of liberty in the breaft of every 
American, and {corning to make ufe of diffimulation, 
with all the candour and opennefs of a foldier, pub- 
licly preached up the doctrine of independence, 

At length this important queftion was agitated in 
Congrefs, the debate lafted for feveral days, and the 
{fcheme encountered the moft violent oppofition. It 
was combated by feveral diftinguifhed orators, and in 
particular by Mr.Dickinfon, author of the “ Farmer's 
‘ Letters,” Mr. Wilfon, a celebrated lawyer, and 
Mr. Galloway, who afterwards attached himfelf to 


the Englifh government. 
Dottor 
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Doétor Franklin, however, was firm as a rock, 
and remained inviolably attached to his darling 
fchemee No arguments adopted by them could 
make him abandon a fyftem, the adoption of 
which he felt to be abfolutely neceflary ; and moft 
of his opponents at length feeing his unalterable 
determination, were induced to join with him in 
his plan. 

After having gained this great and eflential point, 
he perceived the immediate neceflity of atchieving 
fomething more. ‘The continental paper money be- 
gan to fall into difcredit ; arms, ammunition, and offi- 
cers, were wanting; and without thefe, it would be 
in vain to combat the armies and the refources of 
Great-Britain. He therefore turned his eyes to- 
wards Europe, and fixed them upon the fole king- 
dom, whence he could draw the fupplies necef- 
fary for the defence of his native country, and the 
prefervation of her independence. He accordingly 
obtained a commuffion from Congrefs, and, in the 
7ilt year of his age, repaired to France as their am- 
baflador, perfuaded that this was the proper theatre 
for the exertion of his talents, and that his reputa- 
tion as a philofopher would conciliate the affection 
of a nation, whofe interefts were eminently con- 
nected with thofe of America, 

He was right in his conjectures. He landed at 
Nantz on the 17th of December 1776, and the mo- 
ment he arrived there, all ranks of men were eager 
lo pay their refpects to him. 
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Soon after his appearance at the court of Verfaillcs, 
where he was recerved with every mark of diftinGion 
and efteem, he and Mr Silas Deane, his colleague, 
tranfmitted feveral memorials to Lord Stormont, the 
Englith ambaflador there, relative to the exchange of 
prifoners; but that nobleman, with an ariftocratic 
pride, worthy of the caufe in which he was engaged, 
replied haughtily, ‘* that he would not receive any 
** letters from rebels, unlefs they contained a petition 
** for pardon!!!” 

In conjundion with Mr. Deane, he now granted let. 
ters of marque to a number of French-American pn- 

ateers, which haraffed the Englifh coafts, and in. 
tercepted an immenfe number of merchantmen. 

Lord Stormont immediately prefented a memorial 
tothe mimiter, and demanded a categorical aniwer 
relative to the conduct of France. 

On this, Count de Vergennes affected to obferve a 
greater degree of referve in regard to the American 
plenipotentiaries, who were now but very rarely ho- 
noured with an audience. 

At length the news of the furrender of the Britifh 
army commanded by General Burgoyne, to that of 
the Americans under General Gates, at Saratoga, on 
the 17th of Ottober 1777, arrived in France, at 
the very moment when the cabinet council was as yet 
undecided in regard to the fteps to be adopted re- 
Jative to the United States. This memorable event 
immediately inclined the balance, and fixed the 
French nation in their attachment to the snfent 


republic. 
The 
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The news of the defeat and the capture of this 
Briufh general, was received in France with as great 
demonttrations of yoy, gs f it had been a victory 
gamed over their own enemies. 

Franklin, with his ufual addrefs, took advantage of 
this circumftance, and hinted to the Count de Maure- 
pas,“ that there was not a fingle moment to be loft, 
s if he wafhed to fecure the friendflip of America, 
“ and detach her entirely trom the mother-country.”’ 

Fearful deft a reconciliation fhould take place be- 
tween Great-Britaim and her colonies, the court of 
France inftantly determined to declare its intentions, 
and accordingly, on the 16th of December 1777, 
M. Gerard, fecretary to the council, repaired to the 
hotel of the American ambefladors, and informed 
them, by order of the King: ‘“¢ that after a long and 
““ mature deliberation wpon their propofitions, his 
“ Mayelty had refolved to recognize the dependence 
* of, and to enter into a treaty of commerce and alli- 
“ ance with, theUnited States of America, and that he 
“ would not only acknowledge their independence, 
““ but actually fupport it with all the means in his 
“ power , that perhaps he was about to find himfelf 
“engaged in an expenfive war upom their ac- 
“ count, but that he did not expect to be rcrmburfed 
“ by them, that, in fine, the Americans were not 
“to think that he had entered into this refolution 
“ folely with a view of ferving them, fince, independ- 
“ently of his real attachment to them and their 
“ caufe, it was evidently the intereft of France to 
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“¢ diminifh the power of England, by diffevering her 
‘- colonies from her ” 

On the 30th of January 3778, a treety was ac- 
cordingly figned and concluded at Paris, between 
France and America. This will ever form a memora- 
ble epoch in the hiftory of mankind, becaufe it was in 
con{cquence oi this alliance that the infurgent colo- 
mes were able to refift the mother-country, and that 
the French nation, in the fhort fpace of ten years, 
acquired a fondnefs and attachment to the caufe of 
liberty, that impelled them to vindicate their own 
rights, and put an end to a defpotifm at once dif. 
eraceful and humiliating to humanity. 

The Englifh ambaffador about this time thought 
proper to leave Paris, and it has been affirmed, that 
the day on which Lord Stormont quitted the French 
capital, formed the happieft one in the whole courfe 
of Dr. Franklin’s life 

Hoftilities commenced foon after this, between 
Great-Britain and brance, and M Gerard wasno- 
uunated by his moft Chrittian Mayelty, ambaffador to 
the new States of America 

Before his departure, our author communicated a 
plan to hing, for furprifing the Britifh fleet and army 
then in the Delaware, and Count d’F ftaing was em- 
ployed to execute this important enterprife; which 
would certainly have proved fuccefsful, had it not 
been for a feries of bad weather and contrary winds. 
In confequence of thefe unforefeen obftacles, the 
French admural arrived too late upon the American 
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coat; for the Englifh army had evacuated Philadel- 
phia, and the fleet was then riding in perfect fafety at 
Sandy-Hook, 

The affection of the, French for the Americans 
feemed to rife to a degree little fhort of enthufiafm. 
The portraits of the principal perfons engaged in the 
revolution, occupied the pencils and the gravers of 
their moft famous artrfts, while their lives employed 
the pens of the:rr moft celebrated writers. But among 
all thefe great characters, our philofopher was dii- 
tinguifhed in a paiticular manner, and feveral of the 
provinces of France actually difputed the honour of 
having given birth to his anceftors, and endeavoured 
to prove, by the fimilitude of the name, that he 
was of French defcent! The following is an ex- 
tract from the Gazette of Amiens, the capital of 
Picardy . 

“ The painter to his moft Chriftian Majefty”’ (fays 
the editor) ** has exhaufted all his talents upon a pic- 
“ ture dedicated to the gemius of Fiankhn. One be- 
“ holds the philofopher holding in one hand the 
“© gis-of Minerva, which he oppofes to a thunder- 
bolt, and with the other ordering the god of war 
** to combat avarice and tyranny, while America, re- 
pofing upon his breaft in a noble attitude, and 
holding in her hand a bundle of rods, the faithful 
emblem of the United States, furveys her con- 
quered enemies with a look of tranquillity. In 
this compofition, the painter has very faithfully co- 
“* pied the idea prefented by the Latin hemiftich, fo 
* frequently apphed to him. 
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‘© The rame of Franklin is fo celebrated, that it 
ought to render every one vain who bears it. It 
may be even permitted to a nation to claim the re. 
putation of having orginally produced the family 
of a man fo renowned, and we think that we have 
a might to difpute with the Englifh that honour, of 
which they have rendered themfelves fo un. 
worthy. 

“© Franklin, astheevery name implies, appears at 
firft fight to bclong to the French rathei than to 
their neighbours. It is certain that the name of 
Franklin, or Franquelin, is very common in Pi. 
cardy, more efpecially in the diftricts of Virneu and 


* Ponthieu. 


‘¢ It is very probable that one of the Doétor’s 
anceftors inhabited this country, whence he 
pafled into England either with the fleet under the 
command of Fean de Buencourt, or that which was 
fitted out by the nobility of the fame province. In 
genealogical conjectures there are far more bold 
and hardy fuppofitions than this, 

« There alfo lived at Abbeville, during the fi- 
teenth and fixteenth centuries, a family of the 
name of Franklin. We find in the public regifteis 
of that city, that in 1521 a perfon of the name of 
John, and another of Thomas Franklin, were 
woollen-drapers at Abbeville. his family re- 
maimed there until the year 1600. It then dif 
perfed into the country, and fome of its defcendants 


are to be found at this very day at Ar le Chateau, 
ace Ree 
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«© Thefe obfervations area new homage which we 
‘ offer to the genius of Franklin.” 

All thofe devoted to letters and to {cience were am- 
bitious to pay their refpetts to the philofopher of 
Philadelphia. Louis XVI. having inftituted the Royal 
Society of Medicine, by letters patent, in 1778, Dr. 
Franklin was appointed one of the fixty correiponding 
members, his name having been put at the head of 
the hit, by the King’s own band. 

Thus our author enjoyed the fatisfaction of feeing 
himfelf generally honoured and efteemed in France. 
His influence even extended to Spain and feveral 
other countries, where he kept up a correfpondence 
that proved highly ferviceable to the American 
caufe, 

‘* All Europe,” fays he, ina letter to a friend at 
Philadelphia, “ is united in our favour. They 
“ have tranilated and publifhed here, the infti- 
“ tutes of the United States, a circumftance which 
** affords ample matter for refleCtion and {peculation 
** to our politicians. The opinion of the beft im- 
“« formed men is, that if you fucceed in eftablifhing 
“© your liberty, the moment that peace is declared, 
© you will receive an immenfe addition of riches, 
“ by means of the families who will be eager to leave 
“* this hemifphere, in order to partake of your pir 
“‘vileges ‘Tyranny 1s fo generally eftablifhed in 
Europe, that the profpeét of an a/y/um in America 
** caufes an univerfal joy to all thofe who love free- 
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** dom; and your caufe 1s already efteemed that 
** of the human race.” 

The Doctor was foon enabled to draw confiderable 
fuccour and affiftance from his new allies, and in 
matters of finance the Congrefs more than once had 
recourile to his talents. 

Out of the fums furnifhed by the court of France 
for the pay and fupport of the American armies, he 
found means to honour an immenfe number of bills 
drawn upon him from America, to advance the fa- 
lanes of all the minsfters employed in Europe, 
and to 1¢eeve the diftreffes of fuch of his unfortunate 
countrymen as had fallen ito the hands of the 
Englith. 

It 1s evident that the addrefs, patriotifm, and abili- 
ties of this philofophical ftatefman, were eminently 
ferviceable to his countrymen, and it 1s more than 
probable that, without his aid, Congrefs would 
never have been able to have fupported their 
armies at home, or acquired alliances and afliftance 
abroad. 

During the fpace of nine whole years, Dr. 
Frankl.n was engaged in the moft important and 
active fcenes, as minifter plempotentsary from 
America at the court of France. Having at length 
belield the accomplfhment of all his wifhes, by 
the conclufion of a general peace in 1783, in confe- 
quence of which the independence of the United 
States was fully acknowledged and recognifed, he 
became defirous of revifiting his native country. 

He 


He accordingly requefted to be recalled, and, 
after repeated folicitations, Mr Jefferfon was ap- 
pointed his fucceffor On the arrival of that gen- 
tleman in Paris, Dr. Franklin repaired to Havre 
de Grace, and crofling the Englifh Channel, landed 
in the Ifle of Wight. At this place he again em- 
barked on board of the London Packet, Captain 
Truxton, and arrived in Philadelphia in September 
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Dr. fraethy arieces ut Philadelphia anndft the Acclaniae 
ts of 2s Felleu-etizens——Is elected Gover nos of Penna 
Silvana a--Aff Ps at the General Convention—Speech on the 
Conelufon of the New Conflrtut.on—The Effect of earl, 
Hatits ard Attockmerts. 


O* his arrival in Philadelphia, Dr. Franklin was 

received amidft the acclamations of an :mmenfe 
number of the inhabitants, who flocked from all 
parts in order to fee him, and conducted him in tri- 
umph to his own houfe. In the mean time, the can- 
non and the bells of the city announced the glad 
tidines to the neizhbourmng country, and he was 
vaited upon by the Congrefs, the univerfity, and all 
the principal citizens, who were cager to teftify their 
efteem and veneration for his character. 

In the month of October following, he was elected 
Governor of Pennfylsania, and he occupied that ho- 
nourable office until October 1788. 

The Amer.cans, on the return of peace, did not en- 
joy all the ad«antages arifing from their emancipation 
fo fuddenly as had been predicted. ‘he credit of 
many of the States vas at a very low ebb, fome of 
them were torn with the intrigues of contending 
parties, the government was without either force 
or dignity; their commerce was circumfcribed 
within very narrow bounds, and their merchants 


in general were not far removed from a fiate 
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of bankruptcy. In this pofture of affairs, it was 
thought proper to afflemble a general convention, in 
order to form a more energetic conftitution. 

The convention accordingly affembled at Philadel- 
phia in 1788, and Dr. Franklin fat in it as the re- 
prefentative of Pennfylvama. At the conclufion of 
ther deliberations, he rofe and {poke as follows : 


“ Mer PresiDENT, 

“ T muft frankly avow, that I do not approve the 
« whole of the prefent conftitution, but I dare not 
affirm that I fhall never approve of it. I have 
« lived a great many years, and I have been obliged 
twenty times, after more ample information, and 
“ more mature deliberations, to alter my opinions, 
“ even in matters of the utmoft :mportance. 

“ The more | have advanced in years, the more I 
“ have learned to diftruft my own judgment, and to 
* refpect that of others. The majority of mankind, 
“ tke the majority of religious fects, think that they, 
“ and they only, poffefs the knowledge of falvation, 
“and term every thing error and untruth, which 
“ contradicts, or even differs from, their fyftem. 

“ Aereat Englith writer, in a dedication to the 
“ Pope, fays, ‘ the only difference that exifts between 
your church and ours, relative to the certainty of 
their doctrines, is, that the church of Rome is in- 
“ fallible, and that the church of England is never 
in the wrong.’ 

“ Although moft individuals have nearly as high 
an opinion of their own infallibility, as that of 
“ their fe&, no perfon perhaps ever expreffed this 

** opinion 
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opinion fo naturally as a young French woman, 
in a trifling difpute with her brother: 1 do not 
know how it comes about,’ fays fhe, ‘ but I can 
never find any perfon always in the right, like 
“© mylelf” 
“< Tt is in confequence of thefe fentiments, Mr. Pre. 
fident, that J adhere to the new conftitution, and I 
adopt it with all its faults, if it has any, becaufe 
know we are abfolutely in want of a general go. 
cermrent, and that there 1s not any government, 
whatever may be its form, which cannot be made 
“© a good one, provided it be well adminiftered. 

*¢ I know alfo, that this which we have adopted 
*¢ may be well admimiftered, during a number of 
‘© years, and that if it at length fhould degenerate 
into defpotifm (an ineonvemence which unt! 
this day no government has been able to avoid), 
ths at leaft will not happen until the people 
“* become fo corrupt, as not to be ruled by any other 
s* than a defpot. 

“¢ } know not neither, whether any fimular affem. 
“ bly could make a better coni{titution, for whenever 
“¢ many men affemble together in order to communi- 
‘* cate their knowledge and their fentiments, 1t 1s 1m- 
“* poflible to prevent their preyudices, their paffions, 
‘© their errors, their local and perfonal interefts, from 
*¢ affembling along with them. 

“¢ From an affociation of men fo compofed, is a 
“« perfect work to be expected ? 
‘© Tam indeed aftomifhed to fee that the fyftem 
eftablifhed by us, approaches fo near to perfecuon, 
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prife our enemies, who expected to hear that we 
were in a ftate of tumult and confufion, that the 
different States were on the point of difuniting, 
and that the Americans would never meet but 1n 
order to cut each others throats. 

‘ T adhere, Mr. Prefident, to this conftitution, be- 
caufe I could not expeét a better; and becaufe ! 
am not fure that it is not the beft which we could 
have. 

 ] facrifice my private opinion to the general 
good ; if I have thought that I difcovered ertorsin 
it, I have not faid a fingle word on that fubject out 
of this houfe. Thefe errors (if they really exit) 
have originated within thefe walls, they ought alfo 
to perifh here. But if any of us, om our return 
home among our conftituents, permit ourfelves to 
repeat the objections we have heard urged in this 
place again{t any part of the new conftitution ; and 
if, in order to fuppoit our objections, we endea- 
vour to make partifans, we fhall, in confecrence 
of this, lofe the effects and advantages that ought 
naturally to refult from our unanimity, whether 
real or apparent, as well in cur own country, as 
among foreign nations. 

“¢ The force and efficacy of a government, as far 
as 1t concerns the cieating and infuring the happl- 
nels ot a people, depends greatly on opinion, | 
fay upon the opinion gencrally eftablifhed of the 
goodnefs of that government, as well as of the 
fagacity aud integrity of thofe who govern. 
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“* Thope, therefore, for our own good, for that 


of the people, and for that of our pofterity, that we 
fhall reumte every heart and every will upon this 
occafion, that all our efforts henecforth fhall tend 
to make the conflitution be beloved, cheitfhed, and 
refpected, wherever our influence may extend, and 
that henceforth we fhall only occupy our minds with 
the beft means of adnumitering and enforcing it 
** T defire, above all things, Mr. Prefident, that 
every member of the Aflembly who may have any 
** objections to make again{t the conftitution, would, 
“* upon this occafion, doubt a little with me of his 
« own abfolute infallidiity; and in order to manifett 
“ our unanimity, fubferibe his name to this public 
<¢ act —I now, therefore, move, that the conclufion 
“¢ of this bill fhall run as follows -—** Enaéted in Ge- 
“ neral Afflembly, by the unanimous confent of all 
SCetiese A Come ce 

The above motion was inflantly adopted. 

‘Lhis amiable and conciliatory difcourfe, which 
fully demonftrates, that an obftinate and pert:nacious 
{elf-fufficiency formed no part of the character of this 
great and anuable man, was the laft pronounced by 
him in public As long, however, as his faculties 
remained 1n full vigour, he continued to publith poll. 
tical admonitions to his countrymen. 

Ic is with difficulty that any one abandons the 
ftudies and occupations he has been accuftomed to 
during his youth. Thus we have feen the Res. 
Jonn Wefley, while nearly in his ninetieth year, tra- 
vcling through the kingdom, and propagating his 


rcligious tenets. Thus, alfo, the great Franklin, m 
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an age nearly as advanced, continued to occupy his 
mind with his favourite ideas; to inftruct the people by 
means of his writings; to excite their ambition by 
his example, and to improve their morals by his 
fage and benevolent converfation. 
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fiadeanen the gieateft part of his life, Di. 
Tianklin kad enjo:ed an almoft uninterrupted 
{tate of good health, and this he entirely attributed 
to his exemplary temperance. 

In the vear 1735, indeed, he vas feized with a 
pleurify, which ended in a fappuration of the left 
lobe or the lungs, fo that he was almoft {uffocated 
by the quantity of matter thrown up, But fiom 
this, as well as from another attack of the fame 
xand, he recovered fo completely, that his breatl. 
was not in the leaft affected. 

As he advanced in yeais, however, he became 
fubject to fits of the gout, to which, in 1782, a 
nephritic cholic was fuperadded. Irom this time, he 
was alfo aifected with the ftone, as well as the 
cout ; and for the laft t«elve months of his life, thefe 
comslaints aliaoft intircly confined him to his bed. 

Not y.thftanding his diftreffcd fituation, neither his 
mi: al faculties nor his natuial cheeifulnefs ever 
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foifook him. His memory was tenacious to the vely 
laft, and he feemed to be an exception to the gene- 
ral rule, that, at a ceitain period of lite, the organs 
which are fubfervient to this faculty become callous , 
a remarkable inftance of which is, that he learned 
to fpeak French after he had attamed the age of 
feventy. 

In the beginning of April 17g0, about fixteen 
days before his death, he was feized with a feverith 
diforder, which at firft did not exhibit any paiticu- 
lar fymptems, but upon the third or fourth day 
was attended with a pain in the left bieaft. This at 
length became very acute, and was accompanied 
with a cough and a difficulty of breathing He 
continued in this fituation for five days, when the 
panful fymptoms ceafed at once, and his family be~ 
gan to flatter themfelves with hopes of his recovery. 
But a new impofthume had now taken place in the 
lungs, which breaking fuddenly as the otheis had 
done, he was unable to expeCtorate the matter fully. 
In confequence of this, an oppreflion of the oigans of 
refpiration,and a lethargic difpofition, came on, which 
giadually ancreafing, he expired foon after. 

Thus died, on the 17th of Aprils 7go, in the elghty- 
fitth year of his age, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, one of 
the moft celebrated and extraordinary men of which 
the prefent age can boatt. 

His life affords one of the fineft moral leffons that 
can be offered up to the admuration, the appl 
the imitation of aut PS a 
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As aman, we have beheld him pratfing and in, 
culcating the virtues of frugality, temperance, and 
induftry. 

Asa citizen, we have feen him repelling the ef. 
forts of tyranny, and afcertaining the hberty of his 
countrymen. 

As a legiflator, he affords a bright example of , 
genius foaring above corruption, and continually 
aiming at the happinefs of his conftituents. 

As a politician, we furvey him, on one hand, ac- 
quiring the aid of a poweriul nation, by means of 
his fkilfut negotiations, and on the other, calling 
forth the common ftrength of a congrefs of republics, 
by fixing a central pomt to which they could all look 
up, and concentrating their common force, for the 
purpofes of union, harmony, legiflation, and defence. 

As aphilofopher, his labours and his difcoveries 
are calculated to advance the interefts of humamty 
He might, indeed, have been jultly termed the frend 
of man, the benefactor of the univerfe ! 

The purfuits and occupations of his early youth 
afford a moft excellent and inftructive example to the 
young; his middle hie, to the adult, his advanced 
years, tothe aged. Prom him the poor may learn 
to acquire wealth, and the rich to adapt it to the 
purpofes of beneficence, 

In regard to his character, he was rather fenten. 
tious than fluent; more difpofed to liften, than to 
talk, a judicious, rather than an engaging compamion 
He was what, perhaps, every able man 1s, impatient 


of interruption, for he ufed to mention the Sie 
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of the Indians with gieat applaufe, who, after hiften- 
ing with a profound attention to the obfervations of 
each other, preferve a refpectful filence for fome 
minutes, before they begin their own reply. 

He was polite in his manners, and never gave a 
pointed contradiétion to the aflertions of his friends 
or his antagomits, but treated every argument with 
ereat calmnefs, and conquered his adverfaries rather 
by the force of reafon, than affertion. His fenti- 
ments refpecting death may be gathered from the 
following extract of a letter, written near forty 
years ago, to Mifs Hubbard, on the deceafe of her 
father-in-law, Mr John Fiankhn : 

“© We are fpinits. ‘That bodies fhould be lent us, 
‘ while they can afford us pleafure, and aflift us in 
“ acquiring knowledge, or doing good to our fel- 
“ Jow-creatures, 1s a kind and benevolent act of God. 
‘© When they are unfit for thefe purpofes, and af. 
ford us pain, 1m the place of pleafure ; inftead of 
an aid they become an incumbrance, and anfwer 
none of the intentions for which they were given ; 
it is then equally kind and benevolent to provide 
us a way, by which we may get nd of them, 
© Death 1s that way, 

“ Our friend and we are invited abroad on a 
party of pleafure, that is to laft forever. His ca- 
riage was firft ready, and he is gone before us; 
we could not all conveniently ftart together, why 
fhould you and I, my dear madam, be grieved at 


this, fince we are foon to follow, and know where 
to ind him ?” ; 
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Dr. Franklin Icft one fon, Governor Wilham 
Pranklin, a zealous lovalit during the unfortunate 
American war, aid a daughter maried to Mr, Wil. 
hari “ache, a meichant im Philad:'phi. 

Th.. lady, who was a great favourite, attended 
hem av ang his lai lnefs. Three days previous to his 
deceale, he begged that his bed might be made, “ in 
** order that he nught die ina decent manner ;”’ an 
idea evidently fuggefted by an acquamtance with the 
cuftoms of the ancients. Mrs Bache having rephed, 
thet fhe hoped he would recover, and hve many 
ycars lunger, he inftantly rejoined, ‘* I hope not.” 

He bequeathed the greatelt part of his fortune to 
Mr.and Mrs Bache for their joint lives, and ordered 
that it fhould be equally divided afterwards, among 
thar children. To the Governor’s fon, Wilham 
Temple I'ranklin, he left fome lands in Georgia, the 
greateft part of his hbrary, and all his manufcripts, 
befides fomething additional in caf@ of marriage. 
He alto left feveral public legacies , to the library oi 
Philadelphia 3000 volumes, to Judge Hopkins, his 
philofophcal apparatus, and to the Prefident of 
the Unrted States, his gold-headed cane 
The teftamentaty devife of the latte: 1s as follows . 
¢ My cold-headed cane, curroufly wrought in the 
form of a cap of liberty. I leave to my friend, and 
the friend of inankind, General Wafhington, if it 
weic afceptre, he has merited it, and would be. 
een Te Lae 

The moft ilutious foreigners have teftified their 
admiration of his philofophical labours. Beccaria, fo 


celebrated for his Lay on “ Crimes and Punith. 
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ct ments,’ to his curious treatife, intitled, «* Elettrico 
‘* Artificiale,”’ has prefixed a complimentary letter to 
Dr. Franklin, in which he confiders him as “ the 
« father of electricity,” and fpeaks of his difcoveries 
with enthufiafm. 

“ To you,” fays he, addiefling himlelf to the 
Ameiican philofophei, ** it was given to enlighten 
* the mind of man in this new fcience. It is you 
© who have difarmed the thunder of all its terrors, 
* and your daring genius has even taught the fue of 
é‘ TJeaven, that was looked upon as the weapon of 
‘«* Omnipotence, to obey your voice |” 

«© Newton,” adds the Chevalier de Chatelleux, 
in his difcourfe De la Fehcté Publique, “ has dif- 
«© covered the laws of optics, and Defcartes, of 
 dioptrics. A great and magnificent difcovery was 
 referved for thefe times—and this is electricity, 
‘ the terrible effets of which have placed mankind 
‘on an equality with the gods of antiquity , for 
* Franklin, hke another Prometheus, has acquired 
“the art of ftealing celeftial fire, and rendering it 
6° ductile to his laws ” 


nw 


M. D’Alembert, upon his reception as a member 
of the French Academy, alluding to the fuccefs of 
his philofophical and political labours, welcomed 
Inm with the well-known line, which rivals the bold- 
nefs and fublimity of Lucan . 


“ Eripuit coelo fulmen, fceptrumque tyrannis:” 
And M. Dubourg, the firft F.enchman who openly 


elpoufed the caufe of America, placed the following 
infeription under his buft: 
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© Haravile feu des ceux 

€° T) fait fleurir les arts en des chimats fauvages . 

“ L’Amcrique le place a la tite de fes fages ; 

“ La Grece l’auro.t mis au nombre de fes dieuy ” 


All that was mortal of this great man, was interred 
on the 2ift of April, in the cemetery of Chnift’s 
Church, Philadelphia, in that part adjoining to 
Arch-ftreet, in order that, if a monument fhould be 
erected over his grave, it might be feen to more ad- 
vantage. 

Never was any funeral fo numeroufly and fo re- 
{pectably attended in any part of the States of Ame. 
rica. The concourfe of peonle aflembled upon this 
occafion wasimmenfe. All the bells in the city were 
muffled, and the very newipapers were publithed 
with black edges. The body was interred amidit 
peals of artillery ; and nothing was omitted that 
could difplay the veneration of the citizens for fuch 
an illuftr.ous character. 

The Congrefs ordered a general mourning for 
one month, throughout America; the National Af 
fembly * of France paid the fame compliment for three 

days , 
* Natwnal Afembl, 13th Fune 1790. 

BI Miucbcau the elder, having demanded and obtained Icave 
to {peah, addreficd the Affembly as follows 

“ Traxxrin is prin!” ‘ 

[A profourd fil-nce rescue ea the hall ] 


« The aenius, which gave freedom to .America, and f{cattered 
torrents of ight upon Europe, 15 returned to the bofom of the 


© Dsvisitr 
« The 
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days; and the commons of Paris, as an extraordinary 
tribute of honour to his memory, affifted in a body 


¢ 


at 


“ The fage, whom two worlds clam , the man, difputed by the 
liftory of the {ciences and the hittory of empires, holds, mcft 
undoubtedly, an elevated rank in the human fpecies 

‘¢ Political cabinets have but too long notihed the death of 
thofe who were never great but in their funeral orations , the 
etiquette of courts has but too long fanétioned hypocritical 
grief.—Nations ought only to mourn for their benefactors 5 
the reprefentatives of free men ought never to recommend any 
other than the heroes of humanity to their homage. 

“ The Congrefs hath ordered a general mourning for one 
month throughout the fourteen confederated States, on account 
of the death of Franklin And America hath thus acquitted her 
tribute of admiration in behalf of one of the fathers of her 
conftitution. 

© Would it not be worthy of you, fellow-legiflators, to unite 
yourfelves in this rehgious at, to participate in this homage 
rendered in the face of the umiverfe to the nghts of man, and 
to the philofopher who has fo eminently propagated the con- 
queft of them throughout the world ? 

‘© Antiquity would have elevated altars to that mortal, whoy 
for the advantage of the human race, embraung both heaven 
and earth in his vaft and extenfive mind, knew how to fubdue 
thunder and tyranny. 

“¢ Enlightened and free, Europe at leaft owes sts remembrance 
and its regret to one of the greatefL men who has ever fuved 
the caufe of philofophy and of hberty “ 

* T propofe, that a decree do row pals, enacting, that the Na- 
tional s\ffemoly fhall wear mourning during three days for 
Benyimin Trankhin ’’ 

M M de Rochefoucault and La Fayette immechately rofe, 


in order to fecond tlaus motion 


The Aflembly adopted at, at firft by acclamation , and after. 


wards decreed, by a Jarze mayority, amidtt the plaudits of a'l the 


{pi cr tors, 
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at the funeral craiion *, delivered by the Abbé Fau- 
chet (now conftrutional bifhop of Cals ados), m the 
Rotunda, vhich wes hung with black, iluminated 
with chandeliers, and decorated with devices ana- 
logous to the occafion. 

Dr. Smita, Pro oft of the College of Philade'phia, 
and Mr. Ritcenhoufe, one of 1ts members, were felect- 
ed by the Philofophical Society to prepare an eulo- 
gi.m to the memory of 1s founder, and the fub. 
fcribers to the ci.y library, wno had jult erected a 
- ndfome building tor contaimmg then books, left 
2 it niche fcr a ftatue of their benefaGor 

ji.3 was accordingly placed there a few months 
firce Jt was unported trom Italy , the name of the 
artut 1s Francis Lazzarini; 1t 1s compofed of Carara 
marble, and colt soo guineas. 

It is the firk p.ece of fculpture of that fize, which 
has ever been feen in America The following in- 
{cription, which perhaps fays teo much concerning 
the donor, and too little about the philofopher, 1s 


engraven on the pedettal : 
TI ShS Ss TeACTAUIE 


OF 
DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 


WAS PRESENTED BY 
WILLIAM BINGIIAM, Efq 


1702. 


{pectators, that on Monday the rth of June it fhould go into 

mourning for three days, that the difcourfe of M Mbrabeau 

thould be pnated, and that the Prefident fhould wnite a letter of 

condoleace, upon the occofion, to tle Congrefs of America 
* See a tranflation of this at the erd of tis volume 


Dr. 
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Dr. Fianklin 1s reprefented in a ftanding pofture ; 
one arm 1s fupported by means of fome books 
in his right hand he wields an inverted {ceptre, am 
emblem of his antimonatchical principles; and in his 
left, a fcroll of paper. He is dreffed in 2 Roman 
toga. The refemblance 1s fatd to be correct, the 
head is a copy from the famous buft produced by 
the chiflel of Houdon. 

The works of Dr. Franklin are numerous, and fully 
difplay the verfatility of his genus, for which nothing 
appears to have been too little or too great 

I. Some Letters, which"he addrefled to Si Hans 
Sloane, in the year 1726, when he was only 21 
years of age. 

II. Experiments and Obiervations in Eledtricity, 
&c made at Philadelphia ; in two parts. gto, 1753. 

Ill. New Espermments, &c. on the fame fubjec. 
1754. 

N. B. Thefe two lait were publifhed in one volume, 
in 1769, and contain, befides his experiments in 
natural philofophy, a defcription ot hrs ‘* new-invent- 
“ ed Pennfylvamia fire-ftoves”’ for the better waim- 
ing of rooms with a fmall expence of fucl ; obferva- 
tions concerning the increafe of mankind, and the 
peopling of counties, aphorifins on the nature and 
caule of evaporation; obfeivations on the nature of 
fire, the production v‘ animal heat, the phenomena 
and probable caufes of whulwinds; a comparifon 


between the old Scotch and the modern Italian 
mufic, &c &c, 


IV, An Ihforical Review of the Conflitution and 

CGovcinume it of Pennivlyana, 170. Anonymous. 
> 1759 

5 Vo The 
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V. The Intereft of Great Britain confidered with 
regard to her Colonies, and the Acquifition of Cana. 
da and Guadeloupe. 1760. Anon. 

VI. Pohiucal, Malcellaneous, and Philofophical 
Pieces, never before collected 1779. 4to and 8v0, 

N. B. The papers in this collection are arranged 
m five different divifions. 

The 1ft contains eflays on general politics. 

The 2d, upon fubjects relative to America before 
the breaking out of the civil war. Thefe breathe 
throughout the {pirit of peace and conciliation. ‘They 
exprefs the moft anxious defire to unite and blend the 
quterefts of the parent country and her colonies in 
one common mals of public felicity ; and to prevent 
every meafure that had a tendency to eftrange and 
alienate the two countries from each other. 

The 3d contains papers written during the conteft. 

The ath, papers on provincial and local politics, 

And the 5th, all his philofophical and mifcella- 
neous pieces not printed. 

Among the papers in this divifion, we ought not to 
omit mentioning a production read by his country- 
men with much avidity. It is called “ The Way to 
“© Wealth, as clearly fhewn in the Preface of an old 
« Pennfylvania Almanack, intitled, “ Poor Richard 
‘© improved.’ Dr.Franklin, who had for many years 
publifhed “* Poor Richard’s Almanack,” in Phila- 
delphia, furnifhed it with a variety of fentences and 
proverbs relative to imduftry, attention to bufinels, 
frugality, &c. ‘The greater part of thefe he at laft 
collected, and digefted in the above general preface. 

VI. Phy- 
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Vil. Phyfical and Meteorological Obfervations, 
Conjectures, and Suppofitions. 

N. B. This appeared firft in the Philof Tranf. 
yol. ly. for 17653 and in vol. Ixiv, part i. for 
1774, appeared his curious paper, “ on the filling 
s¢ of Waves by means of Oil.” 

In fhort, the aim of this great man was to be 
generally ufeful. 

His Advice to Servants—to Settlers in America; 
his Rules for Clubs and Converfation , his Directions 
tor the Cure of Smoky Chimnies, &c. &c. abundantly 
evince that he deemed no fubyect too humble for 
his pen, provided it might be ferviceable to his fel- 
low-creatures *, 


The 


* The following circumftance will evince how much and how 
gcnerally this great man was beloved in Trance 

On the r4th of June 1790, the citizens of Paris, imitating the 
exampk of the National Affembh,, appeared alfo in mourning --- 
On the fame day, the fricnds of the Revolution, and of humanity, 
allembled at the Café Procope, and wifhing to render all the honors 
to the memory of the celebrated Frankl, which are fo yuftly due 
toit, ordered all the glafles to be covered with crape, and the inner 
apartment to be hung with black On the door towards the 
{treet, was the following inieriptron 

FRANKLIN EST WoRT! 
(Frankia, dad ') 

At one end of the apartment, was placed hi, but crowned with 
oak-laves, and at the foot of the pedeftul, was engraven the 
word 

VIR 

Two cypreffts clevated their mclancholy branches above it, on 
the two fides of it, were the cele!tial and terretnal globe, charts, 
&« , and under i a {irpert bet-ng his tail, as an emblem of im. 
ortalits 


An 


192 THE LIFE OF 


The following epitaph, written by himfelf, fome 
years before his death, conveysat onceatiue idea of the 
fimpliity of his manners, and of the ingentoufnef, 
with which he could make ufe of the terms of his 
orginal profeffion, as a medium for conveying his 
thoughts : 

USE BeO* Dey 
OF 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Printer, 
(LIKE THE COVER OF AN OLD BOOK, 
ITS CONTENTS TORN 0U1, 
AND STRIPPED OF ITS LETTFRING AND GILDING,) 
LIES HERE, FOOD FOR THE WORMS, 
YET THE WORK ITSELF SHALL NOT BE LOST, 
FOR IT SHALL, AS HE BELIEVES, 
APPLAR, ONCE MORI, 
IN A NEW 
AND MOST BLAUTITUL EDITION, 
CORRECTED AND REVISED 
5 BY 


URE ge el FLOR. 


Ar orator read a firple but pathetic difcowf, in which he 
recounted the benefits tlis Wluftrious Philofopher haa conferrea 
upon mankind , and in order to honour his manes in a manne: full 
more worthy of him, on the preceding day, a quantit, of bread 
bought b: fubfeription, in which every one was eager to con 
cur, was diftrbuted among the people. 


sean Wine JP ANE 


CO DLAEC lean 
OF 


FRAGMENTS, ANECDOTES, &c. &c. 


RELATING TO 
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: HE American Revolution has produced a mul- 
titude of vituous citizens, intrepid warriors, 
and enlightened politicians ; but we have feen no one 
poffefs, in fo high a degree, the character of a true 
philofopher, as Dr. Benjamin Franklin. His love of 
mankind occupied every inftant of his life; and he 
difplayed the moft indefatigable zeal in their fer- 
vice. Huis knowledge was great and extenfive, his 
manners weie fimple, his morals were pure. 
This portiait will not afford a line of feparation 
luficiently marked between him and other patriot 
politicians, 1f I do not add a charaéteriftic feature to 


* Tranflated from the Putrtole Frangos of M Briffot de Warville, 


amember of the National Affembly and National Convention of 
Trance. 
¢ 
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it, thisis, that Franklin, im the midft of the vajt 
{cene in which he atted fuch a brillantand confpi- 
cuous character, kept his eyes conftantly fixed ona 
theatre infimtely more vaft and extenfive,—on 
Heaven, and a future life! This is the fole circum- 
ftance that can fupport and aggrandize man upon 
earth, and make of him a true philofopher. 

The diderent anecdotes recounted in the firft part 
of his private life, might afford, to an attentive ob- 
ferver, fome idea of his character; and it indeed 
appears to me to be impoflible to read it, without a 
certain degree of tendernefs, mingled with refpeét — 
it exhibits Franklin {trolling about the fleets of 
Philadelphia with about four-and-fixpence in his 
pocket, unknown to any of the inhabitants, eating one 
loaf with avidity, holding another under each aim, 
and quenching his thirft with the water of the De. 
laware | 

Who could have dreamed that this miferable wan- 
derer fhould become one of the future legiflators of 
America; the ornament of the new world; the 
pr.de of modern philofophy, and an ambaflador to 
a nation the moft rich, the moft powerful, and the 
moft enlightened in the univerfe ? 

Who could have believed that France, that Europe, 
fhould one day elevate ftatues to a man, who had 
nowhere to repofe his head ° 

This circumftance recalls to my memory J. J. 
Rouffeau, with three halfpence (his whole fortune) 
in his purfe, and tormented by famine, balancing 
in bis own mind whether he ought to facrifice his all, 

in 
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in order to procure a fupper, or a bed! After putting 
an end to this combat between reft and hunger, he 
lies down, and falls afleep in the open air, and thus, 
feeminely abandoned by nature and by men, he en. 
joys the protection of the one, and defpifes that of the 
other The citizen of Lyons, who difdained Roufleau 
becaufe he was wl clothed, has died unknown, and 
the man in sags, has now altars erected to his memory. 
Thefe examples ought to confole men of genius, 
who have been reduced by fortane to a fimilar con. 
dition, and who are obliged to ftruggle againft want. 
Adverfity is calculated to form them, let them 
perfevere, and the fame recompenfe awaits them. 


Puritanifm, with all its hideous aufterity, at one 
tme reigned in the colony of Maffachuffet. It ap. 
pears, from many circumftances, however, that Frank- 
in, even while a boy, knew how to appreciate this 
religious grimace, 

As his father was accuflomed to precede all his 
meals with long prayers, and even to fay grace over 
every particular difh, he was defirous to correct this 
folly by means of the following fally of wit; 

Old Franklin, one day, at the beginning of winter, 
being bufied in falting provifions, ‘ Father,’ fays 
lus fon, “* you ought to afk a blefling, once for all, 
“ upon the whole cafk of provifions, as it would be 
“ a wonderful faving of time!” 

Young Benjamin fully difplayed his future charac. 
ter in the concluding obfervation, the principle of 
which formed the bafis of all his politics, 

Qo 2 Franklin 
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Franklin being perfuaded that knowledge could 
never {pread, unlefs it had been firft collected in a 
central point, as it were, was always extremely de. 
firous to encourage literary, and political clubs — In 
one of thefe clubs, founded by him, the following were 
the queltions put to the candidate . 

“© Do you believe, that a man ought to be defpiled 
‘- or periccuted for opinions merely fpeculative, on 
* account of any partucular faith that he may hap 
- pen to profefs *” 

** Do you love truth, for its own fake *” 

“Will :ou employ ail your efforts, in onder to 
* know it yourfelf, and to inftill it into others *” 


* ITaving, during his refidence in England, remark 


ed the advantages refulting from newfpapers, and affo- 
clations, known under the denomination of Clubs, 
and foqeties formed on the bafis of a voluntary fub 
fcription, Franklin propofed to make them adopted 
by his native country 

He accordingly began by publifhing a Gazette, 
the columns of which he filled up, during a {carcity 
of news, by means of eflays of his own compofition, 
in which the moral was generally piefented under 
the form of an apologue, in which reafon was animated 
by gay but amiable pleafantries , and im which phi 
lofophy, without ceafing to be within the comprehen. 
fion of the fimple colonifts for vhom it was deltined, 
was on a level with the weas of an Curopean, 


J Innflated from the  Lloge de Frankhn,” by the cele 


bratul Condorcct | 
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Tt was a new Spectator, as it were, that he pro- 
duced, but with much more nature, fimplicity, and 
grace y with an aim more extended, and, above all, 
more ufeful 

Inftead of the unceitain hope of corieding fome 
few of the vices of a nation, coriupted by riches 
ond inequality, he conceived a reafonable expectation 
of r.chfying the ideas, of depuraturg and polifhing 
the virtues of a nafeent people 

Several of the fugitive pieces printed at that period 
--by Franklin, have been preferved, and there are 
fome of them, which Voltane and Montefquieu would 
not have difavow ed. 

He would never permit his journal ta be difgraced 
by perfonalities. This fpecics cf malice, which pre- 
funts the ready means of drawing down the popular 
vengeance upon thofe whom an editor 1s inclined 
to hate, appeared to him to be equally hugtful and 
dangerous. It feemed to furnthh a perfidious kind of 
arms, which the hy pocritical and the fa€tious might ufe 
with addrefs, in order to provoke fufpiion againf 
virtues and talents the moft eminent, to render 
all reputations uncertain, to deflroy character, and 
the authority of a good name, a cucumftance fo ne- 
ceflary i an intant republic, and then delivei up the 
pubic confidence to thole obfume and intuguing 
nen wha know how to fuipiife it. 

The Ameticans were not then that enhghienct 
people, who have fince altomfhed us by the wiidum ef 
ther conflitutions. Religion, and the ipcefent h- 
bour necefiary to form eftablifhmeuts in a wild and 

er Lavace 
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lavage country, had alone occupied the minds and 
the bodies of the firft generations of Europeans, 

Franklin perceived how much they ftood in need 
of the hght of philofophy ; but it was neceflary 
to make them feel this, without announcing an 
intention, which would have but too plainly di 
cevcred his own fupenority. 

He accordingly formed a club, compofed of feveral 
ot the inhabitants of Philadelphia, whofe fortunes 
were on a level with his own. It confifted of only 
twelve perfons, and the number was nev er augmented. 
But in confequence of his advice, the majority of the 
members eftablifhed fimilar affoctations, by this 
means, they all became animated with the fame fpirit; 

“but he was careful not to connect them by a folemn 
confederation, and ftill lefs by a dependence upon the 
mouher fociety. 

It was his intention to form a more liberal com- 
munication of knowledge, and of fentiments, among 
the citizens; to habituate them to the cuftom of a@- 
ing together in beh.If of their common interefts, and 
to enable them to propagate and difperfe their opi- 
n.ons, without forming a party. 

He thought that ifa private affociation ought never 
ro conceal itfelf, it ought ftill lefs to exhibit itfeli 
to public view 3 that ufeful, while it acts by the fepa- 
rate interefts of its members, by the concert of their 
Intentions, by the weight which their virtues or their 
talents give to their opinions, it might become dan- 
cerous, if, operating in a mafs, and forming in fome 
icfpetts a nation within a nation, it fhould be at 

length 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, LL.De 199 


length able to oppofe its own will to that of the 
people, and to place between individuals and the 
national power, a foreign force, which, directed by 
an ambitious man, might equally menace liberty and 
the laws *. 

It is cuftomary, in the Englifh clubs, to fubyect all 
thofe to a flight fine, who tranferefs ther laws. In 
that of Philadelphia, a flight fine was levied every 
time an improper expreflion was made ufe of— 
Thofe moft obftinate in the beliet of their own snfal- 
hbiity, were obliged to make ufe of a certain difh- 
dence in their affertions, and to adopt a degree of 
modeft circumlocution, that prevented the felf-love 
of the company from being fhocked by the powerful 
influence of words upon ideas, —this at length extend- 
ed even to opinions +. 


* This idea 1s perhaps adapted only to an eftablifhed common 
wealth. What could France have oppofed to the treachery of 
the Executive Power, fave and except a club, to which (how- 
ever unpopular it may now be) the empire 1s indebted for tt, 
liberties ? 

+ “ mmo, To declare that the candidate had no ammofity 
“ againft any of the members of the affembly 

“ 2do, To profefs an equal degree of love for all men, what- 
* ever might be their faith. 

“ 3tio, To look upon every attempt againft the independence 
of religion, and of opiaion, to be tyranny. 

ato, To love the truth for its own fake—to take pleafure in 
“ extending and propagating it. 

“ This,” fays M. Condorcet, was the profiffion of fath 


“ ofa fociety which rendcred great fersice to the Affembly cf 
“ Pennfylvania, withont ever pretending to govern it.” 


O04 In 
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In the mean time, Franklin began, in an adroit 
manner, to declare war again{t fanaticifm, which of 
courfe muft have taken deep root in a country peopled 
by perfecution. Thofe fentiments of univerfal bene. 
volence, which fo eafily enter into mild and gentle 
minds ; thofe maaims of fimple truth which good 
fenfe never rejects, conduét, by little and little, to 
indulgence, and to reafon, and at leaft reduce to a 
ftate incapable of doing them hurt, that enemy to 
mankind, which tt would haye been imprudent to 
have attacked in front. 

Thus, at the very fame epoch, in two different 
parts of the globe, philofophy avenged humanity of 
the tyranny which had a long while oppreffed and 
difhonoured it; but it combated her with different 
Weapons. 

In the one, fanaticifm was an error of individuals, 
and the unhappy confequence of their education and 
their ftudies; to enlighten them, it was fufficient 
to diffipate the phantoms of a wandering imagination. 
In fine, 1t was only the fanatics themfelves that i 
was neceflary to cure. 

In the other, where fanaticifm, guided by poll. 
tics, had founded upon error a fy {tem of domination; 
and where, Icagued with every fpecies of ty,anny, 
it had promifed to blind mankind, provided 1t was 
permitied to opprefs them, it became neceffary to 
rear up agaimnft it the whole force of public opinion, 
and to oppofe, to fo dangerous a power, all the ef- 
forts of the friends of reafon and of liberty. ‘Lhe 
bufinefs there, was not to enlighten the fanatics, but 

ta 
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to unmafk and difarm them. One might add to 
this parallel, new in the hiftory of philofophy, that 
Voltane and Franklin, the two men who had fepa- 
rately, but at one and the fame tme, conceived this 
falutary project, had the happinefs to meet, in thetr 
old age, at Paris—to enjoy their glory together, and 
congratulate each other upon their trrumph. 

The philofopher, who prepared the felicity of his 
country by enlightening men, and forming thei into 
citizens, was deftined to render it fervices fill 
more direét, and no lefs ufeful. ‘Ihe times were 
no longer fuch, as when the poverty of the Englifh 
colonies was fuffictent to prevent the wars of Lurope 
fiom extending to them. ‘They had already become 
fufficiently flourifhing to tempt the avidity of an ene- 
my; and it was equally dangerous for their 1epofe 
and then liberty, to be eithe: abandoned by Great. 
Britain, or defcnded by its armies. 

Dr. Fianklin, who, ever fince the year 1736, had 
acted as Secretary to the Aflembly of Pennly|vania, 
thought that it would be proper to profit by a war 
in which England was fo neaily interefted, in order 
to teach the Pennfyivanians to aflume, for the defence 
of the mothe: counay, thofe ams whch would be 
one day neceflary ag anit herfelf, for the maintenance 
of then own rights, and accordingly, in 1744, he 
tormed the plan of a national militia. 


The people relifhed the propofal, Philadelphia 
alone fuintthed a thoufend men. The command 
was offered to Franklin, he icfufed it, and ferved as 
a common foldier under Mr, Lamence, whom he 


himfelf 
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himfelf had propofed as the fitteft perfon to a@ as 


General. 


It was neceflary to build forts, and money was 
wanting , he provided the neceflary fums by means 
of a lottery, of which he himfelf formed the plan. 

The fuccefs of this meafure was ietarded for fome 
time, by a very fingular difficulty. 

The Quakers form a very numerous body in Penn- 
fylvania , and fuch 1s the purity of the principles of 
that fect, that they lock upon it as criminal, to 
contribute money even in behalf of a defenfive war: 
The natural effect of an exaggerated morality, adopt: 
ed by enthufiafm, is to place its fectarifts under the 
neceflity of either violating its precepts, or of facri- 
ficing the counfels cf reafon, and the dictates of 
judgment At length they endeavour to elude their 
own laws, they diflemble the violation of them by 
means of fubtile diftinctions, and by adroit and equi- 
vocal modes of reafoning. By thefe means, they pre- 
sent the fanatics and hypocrites of their own fect 
from rifing aganft them, and do not wound the 
feelings of the people, who, in all religions, attach 
their ideas of moral ty to certain confecrated words *. 


The 


* Tt 13 thus that the Quakers, on being folicited for money in 
order to purchafe curpor der, piefinted the fum demanded, 1 nder 
ile pretence of rts being intended for corn The Diunkars, more 
wife perhaps thai the Quakers, have never committed their dog- 
mrs nor their procepts to writing They were afraid, as onc of 
their principal men told Dr Trarkun, of cither expofirg them- 
flves to the dai ge- of profeling that which thcy did noe any 
Ienger believe, ov to he fhame ci havng changed their opinions 

CoxDORCET, 
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The philofophical indulgence of Dr. Franklin, 
and the addrefs which he made ufe of upon more 
than one occafion, often enabled him to conciliate 
the patriotifin of the Quakers with the principles of 
their fect. 

Never was any man more anxious to exhibit the 
mott ferupulous 1efpect for the rehgtous weaknefles 
and follies of other men; towards feeble and fickly 
minds, he ever evinced the fame delicate attentions, 
which worthy men generally make ufe of in regard 
to the infirmities of infancy, 

The education of Dr. Fianklin had not opened to 
him the career of the fciences, but nature had given 
him a genius capable of comprehending, and even of 
embellifhing them, 

His firft effays on electricity fully prove, that he was 
but very little acquainted with this part of natu- 
ral philofophy. Being at an immenfe diftance fiom 
Europe, he peffeffed but imperfect machines. Not- 
withftanding this difadvantage, he foon difcovered 
the immediate caufe of ele€ttical phensmeza. He ex- 
plained it, by demonftrating the exiftence of a 
fluid, infenfible while it remains in a ftate of equili- 
brium, and which inftantly manifefts itfelf, either 
when this equilibrium 1s deftroyed, or while it en. 
deavours to re-ellabhifh it His Analyfis of the 
grand Leyden experiment, 1s a chef-d’auvre at once, 
of fagacity, of perfpicacity, and ot art. 

Soon after this, he perccived an analogy between 
the effects of thun*e: and eletricity, which ftruck 
him prodigioufly We conceived the idea of an ap- 

paratus, 
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paratus, by means of which, he propofed to interto- 
gate the heavens , he makes the expeiiment, and the 
an{ver full: corfirms his conjectures. ‘hus the 
caufe of Lghtning 1s now known. Its effects, fo 
ruinous, fo irrezuler in appearance, are not only ex. 
plained, but imitated 

Veat length know why the hghtning filently and 
peaceably follows certain bodies, and difperfes others 
with a loud nole, why it melts metals, fome- 
times fhivers to atoms, and fometimes feems to re- 
fpect, thole fubflances which furround 1t. 

But it was but Jittle to imitate the thundei. 
Dr Franklin conce::ed the audacious idea of avert- 
inv its vengeance. 

He imagined, that a bar of iron, pointed at the 
end, and conuected with the ground, o. rather with 
the vater, would eftebhth a communication between 
a cloud and the earth, and thus guarantee or pio- 
tect the objects in the unmediate neighbourhood of 
fuch a conductor. 

‘The fuccefs of this idea was fully commenfurate 
to all bis wifhes , and thus man was enabled to wield 
a power fafficiert to difarm the wrath of Heaven 

This great difcovery vas by far too brilliant, and 
too fingular, not to conjure up a numerous hoft of 
enemies 2cainitit. Notwithftand.ng this, the euftom 
of ufnz conductors vas idopted i America and in 
Great Bnte, but at the commencement of war 
yun the mo her covntry, the Pnghfh philofopheis 
endcavcured, by unfair experiments, to throw doubts 
ppon ite uthty of his Icheme, and feemed to indi, 

cate 
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cate a with to ravifh this diftovery fiom Benjamin 
Franklin, by way of punihing him foi the lofs of 
thirteen colonies. 

It is unfoitunatcly more eafy to miflead a nation 
in regard to ats proper interefts, than to impofe upon 
ren of {erence relative to an experiment, thus thofe 
prejudices, ¥ hich were able to draw Fngland intoan 
unjuft and fatal conteft, could not make the learned 
of Europe, change the form of the electrical con- 
dudors, Chey muluphed im France, after France had 
become allied to America, in truth, the fentence of 
the police has been oppoled to it in fome of our towns, 
as it has been oppofed in Italy by the decifions of 
cafuifts, and with juft as little fuccefs ' 

In a fiee country, the law follows the public opi- 
nion, indefpotic governments, the public opimon 
often contradicts the laws, but always concludes 
at length by fubmutting itfelf to ther influence.— 
At this day, the ufe of this prefervative has become 
common among almoft al! nations, but without be- 
ing univerfally adopted. A long courle of experi- 
ments does not permit us any longer to doubt of its 
eflicacy. 

It the edifices provided with it, have ftill fome dan- 
gers to dread, this happens, becaule, between the bound- 
ed efforts of man, and the boundlefs force of nature, 
there can never be eftablifhed any other, but an un- 
equal conteft. 

But what an immenfe career has this fuccefsful ex- 
peinent opened to our hopes ? 

Why may we not one day hope to fre the baneful 
activity of all the fcourges of mankind melt away, 


n 
ws 
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as that of thunder has done, before the powers of 
gemius, exercifed through immenfity of ages, when 
all the regions of nature are difarmed by the happy 
ufe of her gifts, we fhall experience nothing but her 
bDenedits ? 

In 1754, the King of England, who had formed 
the project of attacking France, convoked a general 
congtefs of the deputies of the different colonies, in 
order to concert a fyftem of common defence. Dr, 
Franklin was fent thither, and propofed a plan, which 
was accepted by the Congrefs, but it was neither agree- 
able to the affemblies of the particular States, nor to the 
Britifhminitry. No menace had as yet made the colo- 
nies perceivetheneceflity of thisunion, which wasabout 
to take away from each a part of its independence ; 
and the Englifh government was at one and the fame 
time too cunning not to forefee that this new inftitu- 
tion prepared a refiftance toits tyrannical enterprifes, 
and was too little enlightened to know, that nothing 
remained for it but to direct a revolution, which was 
an inevitable confequence of the increafing profperity 
of the colomes. Indolence or pride on one fide, 
and perfidy on the other, occafioned the rejection of 
a {cheme formed by forefight and traced by wifdom. 

Twenty-four years afterwards, it ferved as a bats 
to that Congrefs which declared the independence of 
the United States , and perhaps it would have been a 
d fideratum in the new conftitution, to have imitated 
more its fage fimplicity 

It has been urged as a reproach to Franklin, that 


he Lud given a vegative to tae governor appointed by 
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the King of Great Bntain, but circumftances required 
this factifice, it was the band that would have con- 
nected a fucker, at that time young and tender, to 
the parent tree, fiom which it had fprouted forth ; 
and which ought not to have been cut until the mo- 
ment that the young plant, after having extended its 
roots, and developed its branches, had acquired fuf- 
ficient vigour to nourifh it by means of its own pro- 
per {trength. 

While he remained in England, in quality of agent 
for the American provinces, the minifters fometimes 
deigned to confult him. They affected, ho vever, to 
regaid all thofe who happened not to be of their way 
of thinking, as enemies to Great Britain. This 
was no other than announcing, that they wifhed to 
be deceived ; and the governors of the colonies un- 
der{tood this but too well. 

Notwithftanding this, Franklin, faithful to his 
principles, continued alone to tellthe truth. There- 
fore, not content with taking away from hima place 
which he held in America *, and to which they had 
no longer the power to appoint a fucceflor, they ftop- 
ped the arrears of his falary, and ot laft commenced 
a profecution againft him. 

Thefe proceffes, in a free country, are the /étres de 
cachet of its minifters , and it is in this manner that, 4 
few years before, they found means to be avenged ot 


* The office of Poft Mafter General for the Southern Depart 
ment, Trays 


Mr 
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Mr. Wilkes*. The prefent, however, was not at. 
tended with any difagreeable circumftances ; they 
could not find a pretest in any exifting law for con- 
demning him, and the mumifterial vengeance was 
obliged to be content with the outrages of a lawyer, 
whofe complaifance has fince been recompenfed 
by a peerage +. 

At the epoch when Franklin was fent to France, 
this country did not poffefs a fice conftitution, but 
the Frenclr could not be properly termed flaves. 1k 
the people groaned beneath an arbitrary government, 
and fill more under the yoke of bad laws, their 
fouls were not fubjrgated, for their minds full pre- 
ferved their .ndependence. 

It did not refemble a nation where there does not 
exift but a defpot, a treafury, and an army, it was 
not indifferent that a war was conformable or con. 
trary to the national will, for the French were al- 
ready thought worthy of being confulted, their mi 


* The intereft + hych minifters have mn prefe ving the means of 
mndire&t oppreffion, 15 one of the principal obttacles to the perfcc 
tion of the laws of England 

Criminal laws, ¥ luch are vaguc, or which enact penaltics agai 
actions anocuntin themfelves, civil laws, obfcure im their natur, 
and caplamed by tribenals which cither by then conftitution, o1 
thar vant of u.d-pendence, are not altogether uneypofed to m- 
Ausence, are fo many in‘truments, which either indolence or cor- 
ruption, leave tuo oftcninthe hands of defpot.fm Lvery nation 
that wilhes torcican free, ought to haften to fnatch that odious 
porer from the hardsthet wild it  Conporcet 

+ M Condorcet fecms to be miflaxen in this particulay , a pro- 
culo was meuecd threatened, butit was never commenced. TRiss 
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nifteis following the policy adopted among free na- 
tions, before they commenced a war, waited untul it 
was folicited by the voice of the people. 

As anegotiator, Franklin obferved much, but did 
little. 

He wifely left to the minifters of the allied powers, 
to decide on the manner of attacking England and 
fuccouring America, for fear left the bad fuccefs of 
any meafure imputed to his counfels, or to his de- 
mands, fhould cool their zeal. 

It was in order to maintain in France an idea of 
the conftancy and refouices of America, and to fup- 
port that enthufiafm created by himfelf, that he em- 
ployed all his pains and attention, until, perceiving the 
approaching diferace of the Englith miniftry, who had 
commenced and carried on the war, he forefaw that his 
native country was about to be declared independent. 

He beheld the aufpicious moment at length arrive ; 
and figned, with a tranquil hand, that treaty which 
affured the freedom and the glory of America, 
he had ever contemplated, with a firm eye, herdangers 
and her fufferings. 

This calmnefs of mind did not proceed frem induf- 
feience , 1t was the refult of a fincere conviction, 
that the independence of America was to be bought 
ata larger or a fmaller price, and recogmifed fome 
years fooner or later—but that it could never be in 
danger of being loft, 

Thefe were the reflections of a man, who knew 
that the moral is fubjeéted, like the natural world, to 
certain laws; and who anticipated, in thefe immu- 

P table 
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table decrees, the trrumph of his country. They alf 
proceeded from the abfence of every perfonal confi, 
deration ; for this corrupting influence often fullies 
the love of liberty, by thofe anxieties, thole fears, thofe 
furio 3 impulfes which degrade, by 1endering 1t but 
too fimilar to the bafe paflionsarifing from intereft and 
vanity. The patriotifm of Vranklin was, as it ought 
to be, calm, like that of Socrates and of Phocion, 
whom the orators fold to the puipofes of a faction, 
or paid by tyrants, acculed af not loving their coun. 
try enough. 

France, during the progrefs of this war, had pre. 
fented him wath a {pectacle worthy of interefting his 
prying genius, 

He had beheld the opinions which had been con. 
demned in the works of philofophers, adopted and 
eftablifhed in manifeftoes, a people tranquil amidft 
its ancient chains, intoxicated with the pleafure of 
breaking thofe of another hemifphere , republican 
principles openly profeffed under an arbitrary govern- 
ment, tne rights of men violated by the laws, and 
by authority of the magiftrates, but proved and 
eftathfhed in books, political knowledge, worthy 
of the moft enlightened ace, and the wifeft nation, 
fiining amidit a crowd of abfurd and barbarous in- 
{titutions , a people applauding the maxims of hberty 
ia the theatres, but yet obedient to the maxims of 
flavery , freein their fentiments, in their opinions, in 
their converfation, and appearing to behold, with 
eatreme indifference, actions obliged to fubmit to the 
very laws which they defpifed. 

t 
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It was eafy for him to forefee, that a nation, al- 
ready fo worthy of liberty, would foon be able to re- 
conquer it, and that the revolution of France, like 
that of America, was one of the events which human 
knowledge might fubtraét from the empire of reafon, 
and of the paffions *. 


nn ETS SP 


+On hus arrival in France, Franklin announced 

hinfelf as a philofopher, who, afflicted with the 
troubles of his country, and averting his eyes from fo 
many objects of defolation, had come to Europe on 
purpofe to find an afylum, 
. Heat firft lodged in a village at the gates of Panis, 
and on the road to Verfailles. He foon after hued 
ahoufe at Pafly, mn this retieat, he faw but little 
company, and remained conftantly upon his guard. 

We ufed to whifper, that the hatred of the Eng- 
ith miniftry conftantly expofed him to the greateft 
dangers~and this 1dea alone rendered him mote in- 
terefting. 

Franklin never entered the metropolis, unlefs ac- 
companied by a numerous train, among whom were 
many men of genius, who, although neglected or 
perfecuted by their countrymen, neverthelefs reflect 
ed a luftre upon this foreigner, whom they honoured 
with their efteem, 


*Dr Franklin, while in France, faid one day, in a pubbe 
company, ‘* you perceive liberty eftablifh herfelf, and flourih al- 
« molt under your very eyes , I dare to predi&t that, by and by, 
* you will be anxious to tafte her bleflings ’ Conponcet 

¢ Trom HelLard d’Auberteul 

pe Every 
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Every thing atout him announced that fimplicity 
ci manners, hes the authors and philofophers of 
antiquity have fo well delcibed, and which unfor. 
tunately have perhaps never been fo perfect as in ther 
states SLU 

He had thrown away the wig which m Eng. 
faa eae Conceaie d= (le Beldnel of his forehead ; 

ad Darvred el that afclefy parace of drefy, sired 
cout only have placed him upon a level with the ref 
6: Ps couitrmen 

te exbiorted, to the affonihel mulutude, a head 
rovthw crtre nec: ef Gu do, who “cxceiled in the 
porrat. co o'i tin, iisbeay vac ftrasht and vigo.- 
De Sr ucCOmer et IPC rig: iinpic feel — 
ees ee see yee at eae Or a De acics, 
ei cowie elo se al Vente and. 

Ligup? 2 wet.) wc, beknrey how to.be.unpolite, 
Si abaDos tai ce, wand lies. Pigeaseamied. to: Le 
tert or nature 

Such a perf rece was admirably caleulatca t> c-. 
jte the cinoiy of Pas. The people a. 
weiererér he intended to pals, thy Géwtds 
of cach other & Whow chat aged peafant, with lo 
© novle an oe ?’—and replied, with emulation, 
s¢ Jas the celebreted Franklin!” 

He resaicd to all the places where men ufually 
affoc.atc for amiable, or ufcful, o- huraane purpoies , 
and lus arrival was always announced with plaudits 

He was to be feen at the public meetings of the 
Academy of Scicnces, and the French Academy , at 
a. audiences of the Pethament, at the exhibition of 
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the pictures in the academy of panting end {culp- 
ture, at the free fociety of emulation for the encou- 
ragement to ufeful aits; and in thofe haunts, guard- 
ed with fecrecy, where Pesce and Liberty aflembled, 
which had been fiequented by Helvetus and Vol- 
ture, and where he was worthy of piefiding along 
with them. 

Never was any man fo much honouted, without ex- 
citing envy , for every time that his name hepnened 
tobe quoted, it wes alweys the cuftom to add, “* He 
“13 a moft relpoTtable zentie naz > In three months 
aftcr his arrival at Putas, hus poitiait was eng.aved, 
and to be feen 1 e15-s here 

In tne mean time, the cabinet of London coald aot 
be peuluaded that Liance end Snain were about to in- 
tere tucniicly.Caainelas QceO. seneliCa ae oe 
“ tench colomes,” {id Lord Geo.ge Germaie in 
the Houe of Commoas, *¢ a.2 perhaps flill more 
cifcontented than our owa —Is it then to be 
© belicved, that the Coat of Veifulles vould dare 
to cncourage a rebellion in their neithbouthood ? 
Will ut not be afaid, left its own iflands, in the 
Weli-Indies, thould he tempted to participate in 
the unlimited nights of liberty ° 
* Will not thole of Span find a commerce with all 
nations infinitely moe advantageous than with the 
Bifcay compary , and the exclufive enjoyment of 
their own treafures, infimtely more agreeable, than, 
as now, to be obliged to dig their mines for an 
European monarch ? 
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“ ‘The neighbourhood of a laige independent ftate, 
* would always afford a perpetual fubje€t of uneafi. 
** nefs to France and Spain, and thefe Courts can. 
‘- not be fo blind to their own proper interefts, as to 
“ fuppert America.” 


Se ee eel 


After fome preliminary propofitions, Conrad Ge. 
rard, authorifed by a fpecial commufhion frum the King 
of the French, dated Jan. 3oth, 1778, and Benjamin 

‘ranklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee, on the part of 
the Conercfs, figned at Paris, on the 6th of February 
following, a treaty of fnendfhip and commerce be- 
tween the Crown of France, and the United States of 
America. ‘Thefe plenipotentiaries, at the fame time, 
infifted on obtaining an allanceoffenfive and defenfic, 
by which Louis AVI. was to engage, not only purely 
aid fimpl, to recogmife the independence of the 
United States, but alfo to guarantee and to defend 
them. This was iefufed by the Fiench cabinet. 

The King might readily acknowledge the inde. 
pendence ci the colonies as an evident political fact, 
but he did not choofc to make himfelf an umpire, he 
could not confequently either guarantee, or undei take 
a war, in order to fuppoit it. 

Neverthelefs, as the court of London appeared to 
have conceived a defign of attacking France, the 
Kirg thought proper to entel into an eventual, but 
purely dcfenfive alliance with the commonwealth 


of America. 
It 
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It was agreed, in confequence of this, that ifcar 
fhould be declared between France and Great Britain, 
during the prefent boftilties between the United States 
and England, his Moft Chriftian Mayefty atid the 
United States fhould make a common caufe of it, 
and mutually aid each other with their counfels and 
then forces, according to the neceflity of circum- 
flances, as 1s ufual between good and faithful allies. 

Tt was alfo declared, by article II. That the effen. 
tial and dneét object of the alliance was efficas 
cioufly to maintain the liberty, fovereignty, and abfo- 
lute and unlimited independence of the Unmtted 
States, as well in what ielated to commerce, as go- 
vernment. In fhort, the King engaged, in cafe war 
fhculd be declaied between France and England, 
never to lay down his arms, until after the independ- 
ence and the fovereignty of the United States of 
America fhould be recognifed by Great Britain. 

This alliance did not prevent the colonies from 
treating with England without the confent of Fiance, 
as long as hoftilites were confined to them, and it 
left the King and Patlament of Great Britain abfo. 
lute mafters of cither peace or war. 

It never acquired any teality, until the commence- 
ment of hoftilities on the part of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, who ordered Pondicherry to be befieged, even 
before the treaty in queftion was concluded. 

It remained, indeed, a profound fecret, becaufe, 
being provifional, it was then of no real value what- 
ever , but the treaty of commerce was notified to the 
Court of London, by the Count de Noailles, Am- 
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Ambaflador from France, on the 13th of March 
1775 

On that very evening, Lord North declared in 
Parliament, that he regarded a war with France as 
tnevitable. 

Dr. Franklin, at length, had an interview with his 
Moft Chriftian Mayefty , he was prefented to him, in 
the gallery of Verfailles, by the Count de Vergennes, 
Munifter for foreign affairs. On this occafion, he 
was accompanied and followed by a great number of 
Americans, and individuals of foreign ftates, who 
were collected together by curiofity. His age, his 
venerable appearance, the fimplicity of his drefs on 
fuch an occafion, every thing that was either fingular 
or refpectable 1n the life of this American, contri- 
buted to augment the public attention. Clapping of 
hands, and a variety of other demonftrations of joy, 
announced that warmth of affection, of which the 
French are more fufceptible than any other people, 
and of which their politenefs and civility augments 
the charm to him who is the object of it. 

His Mayelty addreffed him as follows : 

« You may affure the United States of America of 
‘© my friendfhip, I beg leave alfo to obferve, that I 
‘am exceedingly fatisfied in particular with your 
“ own conduct, during your refidence in my king- 
«© dom.” When the new Ambaflador, after this 
audience, crofled the Court, in order to repair to 
the office of the minifter of foreign aZairs, the mul- 
titude waited for him in the paffage, and hailed 
him with their acclamauons, 

At 
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At the moment that this illuftrious philofopher 
sas rece.ved 1 this manner in Europe, the fpuit of 
divifion was intioduced among the people of Ame- 
rica. General Wafhington began to be 1eproached 
for never having come off victotious 1n any pitched 
battle he had fought. The Court of London had 
emiflaries 1 its pay, who, with an appearance of 
zeal in the caufe of America, endeavoured to ruin 
it, by fermenting the diffenfions that took place 
between the chief perfons in the lesiflature, and the 
leaders of the army. Some men, the fecret ene- 
mies of France, endeavouied to infpie the people 
with diftruft to government, and with a hatred to 
the individuals of the nation. Several adventurers, 
who pretended to be officers in the fervice of his 
Moft Chiiftian Majyefty, had, by means of their 
diforderly and improper conduct, but too much 
favoured the prejudices conccived again{t then coun- 
trymen. 

They alfo endeavoured to throw doubts upon the 
fuccels of Di. Vranklin’s miflion, the Congiefs 
actually refufed to employ fome individuals felected 
from our beft troops, they even expected but little 
trade with France, either on account of paft expe- 
rience in bufinefy, or fome cthe: reafons not eafily 
fpccified , for, in a country, of which commerce 1s 
the life, and which holds up as the firft clafs of citi 
zens, all thofe that pracufe it with fuceefs, frank. 
nels and good faith form the bafis of negotiations ; 
whereas, among thofe nations in which commerce 
does not attratt the public attention, the merchant 
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neceflarily becomes a man full of tricks, and defpi- 
cable manceuvres. The trade of monarchies is 
propagated with great difficulty throughout the 
world, whereas, on the contrary, im all ages, com- 
merce has become tributary to republics, and even 
to thofe the foil of which affords them but httle or 
nothing to exchange. 

At length, the Court of England refolyed to fend 
Commiiioners to America, provided with extenfive 
powers, in order to offer peace to the colonies, and 
to re-eftabhifh an union on the fame bafis as it had 
exilted in 1763. 

The treaty with France had been concluded on 
the 6th of February, and the conciliatory bills did 
not pafs the Britfh Parliament until the 16th of the 
fame month; but the muniftry hoped, that if ther 
Ambafladors fet off inftantly, they would arnve in 
fufficient time to divide the fentiments of the people, 
and even to prevent the Congrels from ratifying the 
engagement entered into at Pans with its Plenipo- 
tentiaries Lord Carlifle, a man of gentle manners, 
and fome parts; Mr. (afterwards Commodore) 
Johnftone, formerly Governor of Florida, who was 
beloved in America on account of his candour, his 
knowledge, and his humanity, and William Edens 
a man of confiderable capacity; were entrufted with 
this delicate miffion. Several cf the Fnglifh had 
actually perfuaded themfelves that the Congrefs 
ufurped the authority which they esercifed over the 
people, and knowing that the declaration of Inde- 
pendence had not paffed by an unanimous vote, they 

thought 
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thought that it would be eafy to gain over a fufiicient 
number of the membets of the Affembly, in oder to 
procure a majority. 

The cabinet of St. James’s had alfo fent its emif- 
faries to Paris, to treat with Dr. Franklin, and en- 
deavour either to deceive, or betray him. 

But it was now too late to open a negotiation, for 
Silas Deane had left the capital of France, in order 
to embark at Toulon on board the fleet commanded 
by Count d’Eftamg, and M. Gerard was to pro- 
ceed to America, on the fame occafion, in quality of 
Minifter Plenipotentiary. 

The Court of London, notwithftanding thefe con- 
ciliatory bills, did not recall its armies, on the con- 
trary, it included Lord and General Howe among the 
Commiffioners, and there was every reafon to believe, 
that neither the King, nor his min‘fters, ever 
ferioufly intended to negotiate farrly with the Ame- 
ticans, but wifhed merely to engage them to break 
the treaty which they had concluded with France, 
and to gain over fome of the members of the Con- 
grefs to their weus. Perhaps they refolved firft, if 
poflible, to make them lofe their new allies, and 
then to reduce them to the vileft flavery. 


ea aEERD An ato tn en an ee aie 


After having achieved his great work, a peace, 
which gave liberty and independence to his country, 
Dr Franklin led rather a folitary life during his 1e. 
treat at Pafly. A fmall circle of fouety, a few 
friends, and bufinels that required but little labour ; 

thefe 
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thefe furnifhed occupations for the evening of a 
fezene life. But a grievous infirmity at Jength 
troubled his happinefs, from that moment, his in- 
clinations were turned towards America, and be 
accordingly departed from France, to which. », 
way of recompenfe for its fervices, he lefia «>. 
example, and leffons that could not remain |, 
vithout their prope: ufe. Soon after his atrival m 
the Ifle of Wight, he embarked, once more, for his 
native country , he was accompanied to Great Bu. 
tain by M le Veillard, who, during his refidcace at 
Pafly, had conftantly exhibited towards him a de- 
sree cf attention and relpedt, vhich filial affection 
coull alone nval The American philofophe: hardly 
touched Enehth gicund vith his feet, for he had the 
cencrof's to Ipare, to his humbled enemies, the mor- 
nficcuun of buholding his glory. Jf, on one hand, 
he beheld the French as friends, tne Englith appear- 
ed, on tue other, to be rations, in regard to whom 
he ought to refpect the ties of nature, even although 
their own injuftice had violated them. 

Ilis entry into Philadelphia refembled a trumph ; 
and he traverfed the ftreets of that capital, amid{t the 
benedictions of a free and grateful people, who had 
not forgotten his fervices. 

The warriors, who had fhed their blood for an inde- 
pendence, infured by means of his faracity, were eager 
to exhibit to hm ther glorious vounds. Ie was 
furrounded by old men, who had petitioned Heaven 
to Inve long cnough in order to behold his return, 


and by a new gcmration, eager to furvcy the fca- 
Lvics 
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tures of a creat man, whole talents, whofe fervices, 
and whofe virtues, had excited in their hearts the 
firft 1aptures of enthufiafm. Having advanced from 
a port henceforth open to all nations, to a city, the 
model of all future capitals, he beheld the public 
fchool which he had founded, in a ftate of fplendour ; 
and faw the hoipital, the eftabliihment of which 
had bee1 one of his firft fervices, and the increafe 
of which was owing to his forefight, now fully com- 
menfurate to all his wifhes, by folacing fuffciing 
Lumanit), and by aiding the progrefs of reafon. He 
then turned his eyes towards the neighbouring coun- 
tiy, enbcliifhed by liberty, in which, in the midlt 
of public profperny, weie fill to be feen fome 
vcfliges of the ravages of the Enclifh, but thefe only 

‘d, by then contiaft, to endear, fill more, the 
, vasuies arifing from peace and victory, 


eI 
* CHARACTER OF DR. FRANKLIN. 


Humanity and fianknefs were the bafis of his 
motalty, A habitual gatety, a happy fachty in 
regard to every thing refpecting the common con- 
ceins of life, and a tranquil mfex:yility in affairs of 
importance, formcd the character of Di Fianklin — 
Thefe two latter qualities are eafily united in men, 
who, endowed with a fuperior mind, and {trong un- 
deriianding, abandon tufling things to doubt and to 
indifference. 

Tis fyftem of conduct was fimple , he endeavoured 
io banih forrow and weanfomnefs, by means of 


* By M. Condorcet 
fempciance 
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temperance and labour. ‘* Happinefs,”’ he was 
ufed to fay, * like a body, is compofed of infen. 
** fiole elements ”’ 

Without diidaining glory, he knew how to defpife 
the injuftice of opinion, and while enjoying renown, 
he could pardon envy. 

Dunng ius youth, he had carired his pyr1 bom/in 
to the very foundations of morality, the natural 
coodnefs of his heart, and the directions of his con- 
icicnice, were his fole guides, and they very rately 
led him aftray. 

A little later in life, he allowed that there exifted 
a morality founded upon the nature of man, inde. 
pendent of all fpeculauve opinions, and anterior to 
all conventions 

He tnouzht, that om fouls, in another life, re- 
ceived the recompente of their virtues, and the 
punuhment of their faults, he belicved in the 
eaftence of a God, at once beneficent and jult, to 
whom he ofered up, in the fecrecy of his own 
conicience, a filent, but pure homage 

He did not defpife the exterior forms of religion ; 
he even thought them ufeful to morality, he, how- 
escr, fubruitted himfelf to them but feldom. 

All rciigions appeared to him to be equally good, 
provided an univerfal toleration was the principle of 
them, and that they did not deprive, of the recom- 
penfe due to virtue, thofe who were of another be- 
lief, or of no belief at all. 

The app'ication of the fciences to the common 
purpofes o: |.fe, and to domeltic ccconomy, oe 

O1leR 
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often the fubject of his refeaiches; he took pleafure 
to demonftrate, that, cven in the moft common af- 
fairs of life, cuftom and ignorance are but bad guides; 
that we were far from having exhaufted the re- 
fources of nature, and were only deficient in men 
capable of interrogating her *. 

He never wrote any thing upon politics, except 
fome tracts required by circumftances, and pro- 
duced upon the {pur of the occafion. 

It was eafy to perceive, that he always endeavour- 
ed to reduce all queftions to their fimple elements, 
and to prefent them in fuch a manner to the public, 
that the unlearned might be enabled to underftand, 
and to refolve them. It was to fach that he always 
addreffed himfelf. Sometimes it was an error that 
he attempted to i1oot out and deftroy, and fome- 
times an ufeful truth, for which he wifhed gently to 
prepare their minds, that at lengrh they might be 
enabled to receive, and, above all, to preferve it. It 
isin vain that we fhall fearch for any fubject, on 
which he could be fuppofed to have wntten from the 
mere impulle of glory. 


* He was occupied a long time, i endeavouring to make the 
forms of chimmies more perfect, and to introduce economy in re- 
gard to combuftible fubftances, by regulating the intenfity and 
the equality of heat, and the renewal of the air in places warmed 
artificially Several years before he became fo celebrated as he 
afterwards was, and at the period when he began to enjoy an in- 
depenuent fortune, it was propofed to him to procure a patent 
for a flove of his own invention This he reye€ted , faying, at 
the fame time, “ I have profited by the inventions of others, and 
45 it not jufl that they, in return, fhould profit by mine *” 


Sometimes 
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Sometimes he employed thofe forms, w hich, in 
appearance only, di‘guife the truth, in order to ren. 
der it more affecting, and which, inftead of diflof. 
ins, allow the pleafure of divining it. 

Tt was thus that, while foeming to teach the furctt 
means for diminifhing the eatent of a ftate, which 1, 
ound too difficult to be governed, he lampooned 
the conduct of the Fnghfh mimtry in regard to 
imerica , thus, alfo, bv wav of difpla; ing the imjuttice 
of the pretenfions of Gieat Bu:tain im recard to ha 
colomes, he juppo'es the King of Prufia to publifh a 
proclamation, in v bch he fulyucates England to the 
payment o: certain texes, under pietext that the in. 
habitants of the bani. cf the Oder had formerly con- 
quercdingeny eeavcll 

His tua on. luc hus Ryle, was always natu- 
ral, -. oitenaizei..dac. In his youth, he had iead 
S -phon ca. utu. who had infpired him with a 

. for the Soerttic mrthod of argument,—and he 
took picafure in emploving tt, fometimes by putting 
artfu: quer 0.13, tending to make the advocates of a 
fasic opitioa refute themfclyes , fometimes, by an 
application of their principles to other events, oblig- 
ing them thus to recognife the truth, when difen- 
caged from the clouds within which cuftom or pre- 
yudice had enveloped 1, at other times, deciding by 
means of an apolocue, a tale, or an anecdote, thofe 
queftions which the pride of aferious difeuffion would 
have obfcured. 

Being cmploved by fome of the American pro- 


vinces, to reqactt an abolition of the mfulting cuftom 


af 
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of tranfporting malefactors to the colomies, the 
minifter, by way of reply, alleged the neceflity of 
delivering England of fuch vermin. 

«© What would you fay to us,” rejoined he, * if 
“¢ we were to export our rattlefnakes °” 

Dr. Franklin had never formed a general fyftem 
of politics He examined the queftions exactly 
as the events prefented themfelves to his obferv- 
ation, or as his forefight anticipated them; and 
he decided them all according to the ftandard 
of thofe principles which omginate in a virtuous 
mind, and in a judgment at once juft and compre= 
henfive. 

In general, he appeared not fond of giving all at 
once the greateft poflible degree of perfection to 
human inftitutions, he thought it a more certain 
way to wait for the effects of time. He was not fond 
of attacking abufes in front, he thought it more pru- 
dent fiift to attack thofe errors which are the fource 
of them. 

He had in politics, as in morals, that kind of in- 
dulgence which requires but little, becaufe it hopes 
much, and which forgets, and even pardons the pre. 
fent, in favour of the future. He always propofed 
thofe meafures which feemed to him to be moft proper 
in order to preferve peace, becaufe he was not 
fond of delivering up the happrnefs of mankind to 
the uncertainty of events, nor truth to the inte 
of a party. 

He preferred the good obtained by r 
which might be expected from enth 


Q. 
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it 1s more eafy to be procured, and infinitely mote 
lafling 


In one word, his politics were thofe of a man who 
believed in the power of reafon and the reality of 
virtue, and who afpired to be the teacher of his 
fellow-citizens before he became their legiflator. 


«< 


At the name of Fiankhn, every thing interefting 
co virtue, freedom, and human ty, rifes to our recol- 
lection' By what eulogium thall we do juftice to his 
pre-eminent abilities and worth* J his would require 
a pTe-eminence of abilities and worth like his own. 

His ongiral and univerfal genius was cipable of 
the greatef things, but difduined not the /malleft, 
provided they were ufeful Wath equal eafe and abi- 
tities he could conduct the aflans of a piinting-prefs, 
and of a gieat nation, and dilcharge the duties of a 
public muniter of flate, or the private executor of a 
wal), 

Franklin, as a philofopher, might have become a 
Newton , as a lawgiver, a Lycurgus, but he was 
creater than uither of them, by uniting the talents of 
both in the practical philofophy of doing good, compa- 
red to which all the palms of feculative wildom and {c- 
ence wither on the fight. He did not feek to derive his 


fom Dr Smiths Cologium on Beriomim Frank 
lncred March 1, 1791, before tuc Congrl, 
Philofophial Socuty of Pliladelplua 


eminence 
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eminence from the mere profeffion of letters, which, 
although laborious, feldom elevates a man to any 
igh rank in the public confidence and efteem , but 
he became great by applying his abilities to things ule- 
ful, and accommodating his inftructions to the ex1- 
gencies of the times, and the neceffities of his country. 

Had we no other proof of this, the gieat and dig- 
nified part which he fultamed in the American Re- 
volution, one of the moft important cyents recorded 
in the annals of mankind, would have been alone fuf- 
-fiaent to immortalize his name, but when we take 
ito the account his previous labours for half a cen. 
tury, on purpole toilluminate the minds ot his fellow. 
citizens, to prepare them for the mighty event, to 
nurfe them into greatnefs by the arts of mduflry and 
vutue, to fhew them the happinefs which lay within 
their reach, to teach them to dare, and to bear, and 
to improve fuccefs;—this accumulation of fervices 
has woven for his head a diadem of fuch beauty, 
as {carcely ever adorned the brow of either ancient 
or modern worthy. 

In the earliefi ftages of life he had conce.ved the 
mighty idea of American glory and empute, but, 
hke Hercules in the cradle, he was rgnorant of his 
own ftrength, and had not conceived the ach.eve- 
ments and the labours that awaitcd him. He had 
not yet conceived that he was one day to contend 
with kings and potentates for the rights of his coun. 
tty, to extort from them an acknowledgment of 
its fovereignty, and to fubfcribe with his name the 


Q2 facred 
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facred inftruments which were to give it a pre-emi. 
nent rank among the nations of the earth, and to 
afiure its lrbe.ty and independence to the lateft ages! 

Paid cera nobilitas ™, was an adage with which 
he was well pleafed He confidered a delcent from 
an\ of the virtuous peafantry and venerable yeo. 
manry of America, who firft fubdued the fturdy oaks 
of our forefts, and affilted to introduce culture and 
civilization into a once untutored land, as having 
more true nobility in it, than a pedigree which 
might be traced through the longelt line of tho% 
commonly called great and noble in this world. He 
rofe from low beginnings, and advanced not only 
himfelf but his country by means of the piefs. The 
prefs was the great inftrument he made ufe of in 
order to draw the attention of Pennfylyania to habus 
of virtue and induftry , to the mflitution of focieties 
for the promotion of agriculture, commerce, and 
the mechanic arts, to the founding of fchools, libra- 
ries, and hofpitals, for the diffufion of ufeful know- 
ledge and the advancement of humanity . When you 
confider this, you will go and do likewile+; you 
will, with profeffional joy and pride, obferve, that from 
the torch which Franklin kindled by means of hy 
prefs, in the new world, “ {parks aie already flolen 
«‘ which are lighting up the facred flame of liberty, 
“ virtue, and wifdom, over the entire face of the 


* Virtue 1s crue nobility 
+ This part was addrefled to the printers of Philadelphia, who 
ttended ina body. 


* globe.” 
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globe’? Beit your part to feed that torch by meang 
of the prefs until 1ts divine flame reach the fhies 

For the purpofe of aiding his prefs, and increafing 
the materials of information, one of the firft focieties 
in America was formed by Dr Franklin in the year 
1728, about the twenty -fecond year of hisage, and was 
called the Junto. ‘he number was limited to twelve 
members, who were bound togcther in all the ties of 
friendfhip, and engaged to aflift each other not only 
in mutual communications of knowledge, but in 
all their worldly undertakings ‘Ths fociety, after 
having fubfifted forty years, and having contibuted 
to the formation of fome very great men, befides 
Dr Frankhn himfelf, became at laft the foundation 
of the American Philofophical Society, now aflembled 
to pay the debt of gratitude to his memory Many of 
the queftions difcufled by the members are curious; 
the following are a few of them: 


‘© 1s found an entity or a body *”” 

‘¢ How may the phzenomena of yapouis be ex- 
‘© plained 2” 

Is felf-intereft (the rudder that fteers mankind) 
‘© the univerfal monarch to whom al! are tribu- 
© ranes ?” 

Which is the beft form of government, and 
“ what was that form which firft prevailed 
“ among mankind ?” 

What 1s the reafon that the tides rife hgher in 
¢ the bay of Fundy, thanin the bay of De- 
 laware ?” 
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* Is the emiffion of paper money fafe ?”* 

“¢ What is the reafun that men of the greatelt 
** knowledge aie not the moft happy ?” 

How may the pofleffion of the lakes be improved 
‘* to our advantage *’ 

Why are tumultuous, uneafy fenfations umitcd 
** with our defires ?” 

Whether 1t ought to be the aim of philofophy 
** to eradicate the paflions °” 

How may fmoky chimnies be beft cured ?” 
Why does the fame of a candle tend upwards 
*¢ inafprer”’ 

Which 1s the leaft criminal, A bad action joined 
** with a good imtention, or a good ation with 
“ a tad mtention *” 

Is it confiftent with the principles of libeity ina 
“* free goveinment to purifh a man as a lbeller 
«© when he {peaks the truth’ &c. &e, 

But Dr Franklin did not reft fatisfied with the in- 
{titution of this Isterary club, for the rmprovement of 
himfelf and a few of his felect frends. He pio. 
ceeded year after year inthe projecting and eftabish. 
ing other inftitutions for the benefit of the commu. 
nity at large ‘Thus, m 1731, he fet on foot the 
“© Library Company of the city of Philadelphia,” 
a moft important inflitution to all ranks of people, 
giving them accefs, at a fmall eapence, to books on 
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every ufeful fubject, amounting in the whole to neat 


ten thoufand volumes, and the number is daily in 
creafing 
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After the eftablifhment of this company, ts 
founder fill proceeded to promote other eftablith- 
ments and aflociations, fuch as fie companies, 
the nightly watch for the city of Philadelphia, a plan 
for cleanfing, lighting, and oinamenting the fleets, 
and an affociation fo. infurmg houfes damaged by 
fie, to which, as collateral, he foon after added 
hs plan for improving chimmies and fire-placess 
which gave 1ife to the open floves now in general 
ule, to the comfoit of thoulands who afiemble round 
rem in the wintry nights, and blefs the inventor’s 
name which they yet bear. 

The next inftitution, in the foundation of which 
he was the principal agent, was the Academy and 
Charitable School of the city of Pliladelphia, the 
plan ot which he drew up and publifhed in the 
yeal 1749. 

The Pennf\lvania Hofpital is alfo a monument 
of his philanthropy and public fpirit, fos the efta- 
bhfhment ind endowment of which he was happily 
inftrumental in obtaining a legiflative fan@ion and 
crant, by his great influence mm the General Affembly 
in the year 1752. 

Thefe various inflitutions, which do fo much 
honour to Pennfylvama, he projcéted, and faw com. 
pleted during the fift twenty years of his refidence 
inthis flate 

A life fo affiduoufly employed in dev iing and ex- 
ecuting {chemes for the public good could not fail 
io ald him in his political career. Ue firft became 
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cler\ of the General Affembly, and then a member of 
the fame for the city of Philadelphia, during the fpace 
of fourteen years fucceffixely In 1744, a Spanihh 
pris ateer having entered the bay of Delaware, afcend- 
ed as high as Newcaltle, to the great terror of the 
citizens of Philadelphia. On the occafion of this 
alarm he wrote his firtt political pamphlet, called 
*¢ Plain Truth,” to exhort his fellow-citizens to the 
bearing of arms, which laid the foundation of thofe 
military affociations which followed at different t'mes 

for the defence of the country 
Endowed vith a penetrating and inquifitive genius, 
{peculative and philofophical fubyects engaged his 
early attention, but he loved them only as they 
were ufeiul, and purfued them no farther than as he 
found his refearches applicable to fome fubftantral 
purpofe in life. Hus ftock of knowledge, and the 
fruits of his inveftigations, he never hoarded up for 
his own pritate ufe ; whatever he difcovered, what. 
ever he confidered as beneficial to mankind, frefh as 
it was conceived, or brought forth in his own mind, 
he communicated to his fellow-citizens by means of 
his newfpapers, and almanacks, in delicate and palat- 
able morfels for the advancement of induftry, frugal. 
itv, and other republican vir.ues, and at a future 
day, a> occafion might require, he would collect and 
digeft the parts, and fet out the whole into one 11ch 
feaft of ufeful maxims and practical wifdom. Of 
this kind 1s his celebrated addrefs, entitled, ‘‘ The 
66 Way to Wealth,” which is a collection, or a digelt, 
of the yarions fentences, proverbs, and wife maxims; 
x which, 
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which, during a courfe of many years, he had occa- 
fionally publifhed in his * Poor Richard’s Alma- 
“ nack,” on topics of induftry, frugality, and the duty 
of mnding o-e’s own bufine/s. Wad he never written 
any thing more than this admirable addrefs, it would 
have infured him immoitahty , he, befides this, pub- 
hfhed ‘¢ The Farmer’s Philofopher,” “ The Rura} 
« Sage,” and “ The Yeoman’s and Pealant’s Oracle ” 

But greater things lay before him, although, asa 
philofopher as well as a politician, he remained un- 
-confcious of the plenitude of his own ftrength and 
talents, until called into further exert.ons by the 
magnitude of future objets and occafions. 

Fiom the beginning of the year 1746, till about 
twenty years afterwards, was the zea of electiicity ; 
no other branch of natural philofophy was fo much 
cultivated during that period In America and in 
the mind of Frankhn it found a nch bed, the feed 
took root, and {prung into a gieat tree, before he 
knew that fimilar feeds had vegetated, or rifen to 
any height in other parts of the world. 

Anterior to that period philofophers amufed them- 
felves only with the {maller phenomena of electricity; 
fuch as relate to the attra€tion of light bodies, the di- 
ftances to which fuch att aéion would extend, the lu- 
minous appearance produced by the excited glafs 
tube, and the finng {pir.ts and infammable air by 
electricity, 

Little more was known on this fubjeét than 7 hales, 
the Milefian, had d.fcovered 2000 years before. 
Sufficient datq and eaperments were Wanting to 


reduce 
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reduce tne doctine and phenomena of eledtncty 
antoany rules or fyfiem, and to apply them to any 
benencial purpofes of life ‘This great achievement, 
watch had eluded the induflry and abilities ofa Boyle 
and a Newton, was referved tor a lianklin. 

What muft have been his ideas on the fuccefs of 
his grand experiment by means of his ele@rical bite ? 
Siniar mut his rapturcs have been to thofe of a 
Newton, when, by applying the laws of grawtation 
and pr opection firft tothe moon, he was enabled to cx. 
tend them to the whole folar fy tem, as ts beautifulh 
defcribed by the poet : 


“© Wha were his raptuics then! how fine! how flrot 2 
«© And what the ur emphs of old Greece and Rom. 

« With this compar’d—W hen Nature and ha laws 

© Stood all fuldu’d by him, and open Jad 


” 


© Thar every letent glory to lus view 


II's unquirics and difcoveries were confined to no 
limits or fubjects. “Thiough all the elements, in the 
fire and in the water, in the air and in the earth, ke 
fought for, and he found, new and _ beneficial 
knowledge 

Being on fhip-boaid in the year 1757, an accident 
gave him occafion to obferve the wonderful effect of 
oilin fulling the waves of the fca He immediately 
determmnced to elucidate this new property of oll, 
waich he did with fuccefs, and the philofophicaj 
world 1s indebted to him for being now fully ac- 
quainted wath a fact which, although not unknown 
to Plutarch and Fliny, coutd, for ages paft, have 
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been known only among the Dutch fifhermen, and 
a few feamen of othe: nations 

He difcovered that unaccountable agitation of the 
two furfaces in contaé?, when a quantity of o2/ floats 
on water in a veflel. 

He found the pulfe glaf, in Germany, and intro- 
duced it into England with impiovements of his 
own. 

He difcovered that equal and congenial bodies, ac- 
quired different degrees of heat fiom the fun’s rays, 

ecoiding to ther diferent colows 

He made experiments to fhew that boats are 
drawn with more difficulty in imall canals than in 
ereater bodies of wate. 

He made and publifhcd experiments for improving 
the ait of /wmmung, and for allaying thirft by bath- 
ing in fea water. 

He publifhed obfervations on the gradual progrefs 
of north-eaft f{torms along the American coafts con- 
trary to the direction of the wind; and likey tfe to 
alcertain the coutfe, veloc: y, and temperaturc, oi the 
gulf-fiream, for the beneht of navigat.on. 

He contiuved expeiments, and 1ecommended 
them to the late Dr Ingcnhouz, fo: determining the 
ielative powers of different metals for conducting 
heat. 

He revived and improved the Harmontca or Glaf- 
Sichord, and extended his {peculations to the fine arts, 


fhewing that he could tate and critrafe even the 
compofitions of a Wandel! 


He 
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He left behind him fome very curious thoughts, 
and conjectures, concerning an univerfal fluid, the 
original formation of the earth, and how far, from 
attentive obfery ations made during the fummer, it may 
be poflible to foretel the mildnefs or feverity of the 
following winter. 

And to conclude thev hole One of the laft public 
acts im which he was concerned, was to fanéhon 
with his name the memorial prefented to the gencral 
government of the Unsted States on the fubjett of 
the Slave Tirade, by the ** Pennfylvania Society, 
“« for promoting the abolition of flavery, and the 
‘* relief of the free negroes unlawfully held in bond- 
“ ase”? OF this fociety he was prefident, and the 
inflitut on and the defign of it could not but be con. 
semial to the foul of a man, who’ life and labours 
had been devoted to the caufe of Liberty foi more 
than half a century, ardently ftriving to extend ts 
bleflings to every part of the human fpecies, and 
particularly to fuch of his fellow creatures as, being 
entitled to frecdom, are neverthelefs inyurioufly en. 
flaved, or detained in bondage by fraud or violence, 
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EULOGIUM ON DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 


Read before a Society in Parts, by MonstzuR DE LA 
RocHeroucautt, Deputy to the National Affembly, 
on the thi teenth day of “fune 1789. 


GcNn1LEMEN, 

WHEN this fociety was inftituted, you placed ia 
the lift of 1s members two names illuftrious in the 
annals of liberty, thofe of Wafhington and Franklin ; 
and already one of them 1s no more! Franklin died 
in the month of April, after fixteen days illnefs, and 
his memory has received the higheft honours thar 
were ever paid to man, as they were the homage of a 
free people. All America has wept for him, and 
the National Affembly of France, by the diftinguifhed 
act of putting itfelf into mouining, tells the world that 
a great man belongs equally to every country. 

Honoured with the friendftip of this refpectable 
man, for whom J entertarned profound veneiation, 
permit me to call your attention to him for a few 
moments. 

Benjamin Franklin, born at Bofton in the year of 
our Lord 1706, was placed at a very early age under 
one of his brothers, who was a printer, and with whom 
he made a rapid progrefs in atrade fo ufeful to man- 
kind, indeed he acquired an attachment for it which 
continued as long as he lived. During his refidence at 
Puffey, fo celebrated by being the place of his retreat 


while 
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while im France, he frequently invited Mefheurs Dt- 
dot, Pierres, and other diftingufhed artifls of the 
capital to v.ft him, and contributed, by his pene- 
trating and inventive gemus, to the advancement of 
a {crence to which he had ever been fondly attached. 
Scarcely emerged from infancy, young Trank- 
lin, ajourne: man printer, was a philofopher without 
being confcrous of it, and bv the continual exercife 
o: his genius, prepired himfclf for thofe great difco- 
veries Which 1 ‘cience have affociated his name with 
that of Newien, and ior thofe political reflections 
which have placed him by the fide of Solon and 
Lycursus 
ill-treated by his brother, he left Bofton, and pro- 
cured employment firft in a printing-office at New- 
York. and afterwards at Philadelphia, where he fettled. 
America was not then what.tis now. Agricul, 
ture and afc of the ruder arts almoft exclufively 
oceuy .ed ehe unpouthed people by whom tt was inha- 
bited ‘Ther izrous fanaticifm which had conducted 
thither the firit Crgith emigrants, leit traces that 
fometimes difturbed its tranquillity, particularly in 
the northern provinces, and confined the education 
of the uhabitarts to a narrow circle, of which fupei- 
ftition was frequently the centre. 
Penanfylan-1, hovever, whofe legiflator, although 
a faneic *, cherifhed liberty, was in tlus1efpect more 
happils fituated for the 1eception of imp:ovement. 
* [his termis furely uinpro,er v hen appl ed co Wilham Penn, 
TRANS. 
Soon 
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Soon after his arrival in th's province, Franklin, in 
concert with fome other young men, eftablifhed a 
{mall club, where every member brought hus ftock of 
ideas, which were fubmitted to difcuilion. This fo- 
ciety, of which the young printer was the foul, has 
been the fource of many ufeful eftablifhments, calcu. 
lated to promote the progrefs of {cr.nce, the mecha- 
nical atts, and particulaily tne improvement of the 
human underftanding. 

A newlpaper that iffued from his prefs was the 
means he employed to draw the attention of his coun- 
trymen There he hazarded anonymous piopofals, 

t firft loofe, but afterwards more precife and defini- 
tive, andhe fet on foot fubfciiptions which were the 
more 1eadily filled, as every fubfc1ber might confi- 
der himfelf as the head of an undertaking, the 
author of which was not named. 

It was in this manner that public libraries were 
founded, that feminaries of education, fince become 
celebiated colleges, arofe, 1t was inthis manne that 
the philofophical fociety of Philadelphia, no con. 
temptible 1ival of the academies of Curope, was 
formed , that aflociations for ornamenting, cleanfing, 
and lighting the ftreets of that city, and for prevent- 
ing fires, were eltablifhed, and that commercial fo- 
cieties, and even m.litary bodies for the defence of 
the country, we1c incorporated. Noting was foreign 
tothe genius of Frankl ; and his name, which his 
modelty endeavouicd to conceal, was always placed 
by his countrymen in the Lifts, and frequently at the 


head 


Fn 
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head of thofe different focieties, the members of 
which were defirous of retaining him as their hono. 
rary chief. But higher avocations called him from 
his country, which he was deftined to ferve mote 
effectually as its agent in the metropolis of England, 

He was fent thither in the year 1757. Celebrated 
for his aftonifhing difcoveries refpecting the nature, 
effects, and identity, of thunder and eleétricity, 
and the means of guarding againft their ravages, 
his fame had arrived before him. ‘The letters 
by which he had announced thefe difcoveries 
remamed for a long time unnoticed by the 
Royal Society of London, but they were at length 
publifhed, and all the learned of Europe were infoim- 
ed, thatin the new world exifted a philofopher who 
was worthy of their admiration. 

The ftamp act, by which the Britith Minifter with- 
ed to famularile the Americans to pay taxes to the 
mother country, revived that love of liberty which 
had lcd their forefathers to a country at that time a 
defert , and the colonies formed a Congrels, the firft 
idea of which had been communicated to them by 
Franklin. at the conferences at Albany in the year 
1754. “Lhe war that was juft terminated, and the 
exertions made by them to fupport it, had given them 
a conviction of their own ftrength , they accordingly 
oppofed this odious meafure, and the Minifter gave 
way, but referved the means of renewing his attempts. 
Once cautioned, however, they remained on their 
guard , liberty, cherfhed by thefe alarms, took deep 
root, a falutary fermentation agitated their minds, 

and 
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and prepared for the revolution, men, whofe names 
it has 1endered jultly celebrated. Among thefe were 
Hancock, Samuel and Jolin Adams, the fage Jefter- 
fon*, Jay, Green, and the great Wafhington; and 
thev were not a little obliged for the rapid cuculation 
of ideas to newfpapers, for the introduction of which 
they were indebted to the printer of Philadelphia: 
In the year 1766, this printer, called to the bar 
of the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain, under- 
went that famous interrogotary which placed the 
-name of Franklin as high in politics, as 1t was before 
in natural philofophy. 

From that time he defended the caufe of America 
with a firmnefs and moderation becoming a great 
man, pointing out to minftryall the errors they had 
committed, and the conlequences they would pro- 
duce, until the period when, the tax on tea meeting 
the fame oppofition as the ftamp act had done, Eng- 
land blindly fancied herfelf capable of fubyeCung by 
force three millions of men determined to be free, at 
a diftance of two thoufand leagues from hei tern- 
tories. 

Every man is well acquainted with the particulats 
of that war, its fortunate refult to the whole univerfe, 


* Mr Jefflerfon was afterwards minifter plenipotentiary from 
the Umted States to the court of France, where he fuccceded 
Vranklin It was he who framed the a& of independence of the 
United States, and the a& pafled in Virgima for ~ftabhfhing rel. 
gious liberty. America has lately recalled him from France, 
where he ts truly regretted, to confer on him thie office of Secre- 
tary of State for foreren affatre. 

Ps the 
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the part taken in it by France under a King who, 
protector of the liberties of America, has fince mert- 
tomoufiy obtained from the French nation the title of 
tetorer of the liberty of his own country; and the 
brillant fervices of that youth whole name, glori- 
cully connected with that revolution, has acquired 
frefh Juftre in a revolution infinitely more great. 

Having aflerted their independence, and placed 
themfelves in the rank of nations, the different colo- 
mes, now the United States of America, adopted 
each its own form of government, and retaimng 
almoft univerfally their admiration for the Britifh 
Conftitution, framed them from the fame principles 
varioufly modelled. 

Franklin alone, difengaging the political machine 
from thofe multiplied movements and admired coun. 
terpoifes that rendered it fo complicated, piopofed 
the reducing 1t to the fimplicity of a fingle legiflative 
body. ‘This grand idea ftartled the legiflators of 
Pennfyl\amia; but the philofopher removed the fears 
of a confiderable number, and at length determined 
the whole to adopt a principle which the National 
Affembly has made the bafis of the French conti 
tution *. 


After 


* The ufual progrcfs of the human mind Icads man from the 
complex to the fimple Obferve the works of the firft mechan cs 
© erloaded with numerous pieces, fome of which embarrafs, and 
others dimirt‘h their effet It has been the fame with legiflatorss 
bosh {peculative and pra@ical , flrack with an abufe, they have ene 

deavoured 
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After having given laws to his country, Franklin 
dete:mined to vifit Europe once more, in order to 
ferve it, not by reprefentations to the mother-coun- 
try, or anfwers at the bar of the Houfe of Commons, 
but by treaties with France, and fucceffively with 
other ftates, which, though governed by monarchs 


deavoured to correct it by inftitutions that have been productive 
of Aull greater abufes In political ceconomy the umity of the le- 
giflative body isthe maximum of implty Franklin waé the firft 
who dared to put tnis idea in practice. The refpect the Pennfyl- 
vanians entettaincd for him induced them to adopt it, but the 
othe: ftates were terrified at it, and even the conttitution of Penn- 
fylvanza has fince been altered In Europe this opimon has been 
more fuccefsful Wen I had the honour to prefent to Franklin 
the tranflations of the conftitutions of Amenca, the minds of 
people on this fide the Atlantic were fcarcely better difpoled to- 
ward it than thofe on the other fide, and if we except Dr Price 
in England, ana Turgot and Condorcet in France, no man who 
applied himfulf to poliics agreed in opimion with the American phi- 
lofopher I will venture to affert that I was of the {mall number of 
thofe who were ftruch with the beauty of the fimple plan he traced, 
and that I fawno reafon to cl auze my op:mion when the National 
Affembly, led by the voice of thofe deep-thmking and eloquent 
orators who difcuffed that important queftion, eftablithed it as a 
principle of the French Conftitution, that legiflation fhould be 
confided to a fingle body os reprcfentatives It will not perhaps be 
deemed unpardonzvle to have once mentioned myfelf, at a time 
when the honour I have of holding a pubhe chara&er makes it 
iny duty to give an account of my fentiments to my fellow-citizens, 
France will not relapfe into a more complex fyftem, but will affur- 
edly acquire the glory of maintaiming that which the has eftebhi{h« 
ed, and give it a degree of perfeétion which, by rendering a 
great nation happy, will attract the eyes and the applaufes of all 
Europe, and of the whole world, 


R 2 or 
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or defpots, liftened to the voice of an American 
Speaking liberty. ° 

Some years pievious to this I became acquainted 
with him during a journey I made to London, and 
pe*mit me, Gentlemen, to recall to my mind the 
happinefs 1 felt when, on his arrival at Paris, I con- 
ducted to his houfe Monfieur Turgot, then ex-mini- . 
fter, and faw thofe two excellent men, both fo de- 
ferving of the admiration and regret of mankind, em- 
brace for the firfttime. Franklin at leaft completcd 
along career; but Tursot, taken from the world 
at the age of fifty-four, faw not his country reftored 
to freedom. It was he who w.ote under the por: 
trait of Franklin that beautiful verfe, 


Enjytit ex'e fulmen, mo. fceptra ty rannis, 


the laft heraitich of which was a prophecy that was 
{peecily accomplifhed. 


The vicifitudes of fortune cxperienced by the 
Americans fometimes gave confiderable anxiety to 
the:r ."uftrious negociatoi , but his great mind, en- 
couraced by the bravery of his countrymen, by the 
fiumnefs of the Congiefs. and, above all, by the 
geniss, talents, and virtues, of the immortal Wah 
ington, uid not give way to fear. He didnot, how- 
ever, flatter himfelf that peace would fo foon finith 
the courfe of that happy rcvolution; and when | em- 
braced him, the day on which he had figned the ar- 
ticles, “ My fnend,” faid he to me with an air of 

perfect 
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perfect fatisfaction, “ could I have hoped at my age 
<< to have enjoyed fuch a happinefs ¢”” 

Whatever attractions an abode in France had for 
him, whatever pleafure he tafted in the fociety of the 
friends he had made, however great was the danger 
of fo long a voyage to an old man of feventy-nine 
years of age, tormented with the ftone, it was now 
neceflary foi him to revifit his country. He fet off 
inthe yeal 1785, and his return to America, at 
length become flee, was a triumph of which antiquity 
cannot furmifh us with any example, 

He lived five years after this period For thiee 
yeaishewas prefidentof the General Affembly of Penn- 
fylvania ; he was a member of the convention that 
e(tablifhed the new form of foederal government, and 
his laft public aét afforgled a grand example for thofe 
who are employed in the legiflation of their country, 
In this convention he had differed in fome pomts 
from the majority ; but when the articles were ult}. 
mately decreed, he faid to his colleagues, “* We ought 
“‘ to have but one opinion, the good of our countty 
‘¢ yequires that our refolutions be unanimous ” 

His almoft continual fuflerings for the two laft 
years of his life had neither altered his temper nor his 
difpofition, and to the laft moment He 1etained the 
ufe of all his faculties. Hts will, which he made 
during his refidence here, and which has juft been 
opened, begins with a compliment to his profeffion. 
Even on his death-bed he did homage to typography, 
and the fame fentiment induced him to inftru€ his 


REG grandfon, 
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grand-fon, Benjamin Beach, in this art, who, proud 
of the leffons of his illuftrious mafter, 1s now a 
priater in Philadelphia. 

He never wrote a work of any length Almoft 
every thing publifhed by him on fubjects of natual 
philofophy confifts of letters to Mr. Collinfon of the 
Royal Society of London, and to fome other men 
of learning in Europe; they have been tranflated into 
French by Monfieur Barbeu du Bourg , but perhaps 
a new verfion hath become neceflary. His pohtical 
works, many of which are not known in France, 
confift of letters or fhort traéts, but all of them, 
even thofe of humiour, bear the marks of his obferving 
genius and mild philofophy. He wrote many things 
for that rank and defeription of people who have no 
opportunity for ftudy, and whom it 1s of fo mach 
confequence to imftruct; and he was well flulled in 
reducing u’eful truths to maaims eafily retaincd, and 
fometimes to proverbs or little tales, the fimple or 
the natural graces of which acquire a new value 
when aflociated with the name of their author. 

The moft voluminous of his works is the h ftory of 
his own life, which he commenced for the ufe of his 
fon, and for the continuation of which we are indebted 
to the ardent folicitations of Monfieur le Veillard, 
one of his moft intimate friends. It employed his 
le:ure hours during the latter part of his hfe, but the 
bad ftate of his health, and his excruciating pains, 
wh.ch gave him little refpite, frequently interrupted 
his work ; and the two copies, one of which was 

| fent 
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fent by him to London to Dr Price and Mr. Vaughan, 
and the other to Monfieur le Veillard and me, reach 
no farther than the year 1757. He {peaks of himfelf as 
he would have done of another perfon, delineating hig 
thoughts, his actions, anc even his errois and faults 5 
and he deferibes the unfolding of his genius and ta, 
Jeuts with the fimplicity of a great man who knows 
how to do juftice to himfelf, and with the teftimony 
of a clear confcience void of reproach and ‘‘ of offence 
“ towards God and towards man.” 

In faét, Gentlemen, the whole life of Franklin, 
his meditations, his labours, have all been directed 
to public utility, but the grand objét that he had 
always in view did not fhut his heart againft foctety - 
He loved his family and his friends; he was bene- 
ficent , the chaims of his converfation were inex- 
preffibie; he {poke little, but he did not refufe to 
{peak, and his communications weie always inte. 
refting, and always inftructive. In the midft of his 
occupations for the hberty of his country, he had 
always fome curious experiment near him in his 
clofet, and the iciences, which he had rather difco- 
vered than ftudied, afforded him a contmual fource 
of pleafure. 

His memoirs, Gentlemen, will be publithed as 
foon as we ieceive from Ameiica the additions he 
may have made to the manufcnipt in our poffeffion , 
and we then intend to give a complete collection of 
his works, 
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His name will be celebrated among the different 
affociations of plitics and of literature. Innumera- 
ble eulogtes will be written or pronounced upon 
him, and you doubtlefs expett with impatience that 
of the virtuous orator *, the organ of the Academy 
of Sciences, in which the moft honourable praife 
will be beftowed by him who beft knew how to ap- 
preciate the worth of Franklin. The eulogium to 
which I allude, is to ‘orerun the award of hiftory, 
which will place this illuftrrious name among the 
moft eminent benefactors of his fpecies; which will 
trace the mcidents of his hfe, pourtray the angusth 
of uis fellow-citizens at his death, who believed that 
in him they loft a father and a friend, and which, 
after recounting the honours that America had con. 
fecrated to his memory, will alfo regifter im its ca- 
lendar the fplendid homage which the National Af 
fembly has ju‘t paid, as an incident equally honourable 
to the people ho thus difplayed their love of virtue, 
and to the man who thus mented this mark of thei 
attention. 


rrr a a I nt 


Asfoonas the aboveeulogium was concluded, M de 
Liancourt made a motion, that the members of the 
fociety fhould wear the mourning decieed by the 
National Affembly, and that the buft of Frankhn 
fhould be placed in their hall, with the following 
infcription : 


* M. de Condorcct. 
De 
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“In teftimony of the homage rendered by the una. 
<‘ nimous vote of the fociety of the year 1789, 
“to Benjamin Franklin, admired and regret- 
<“ ted by all the friends of hberty.” 


The motion was carried unanimoufly. M. de la 
Rochefoucault then prefented to the fociety a butt 
of Benjamin Franklin, and the fociety yoted him 
their thanks 


OBSERVATIONS on the generally pi evatling Doctrines 
of Life and Death - In a Letter from Di. BENJAMIN 
Franxyin to M. Dusours, the French Tran/flator 
of his Works. 


Dear Sir, 


YOUR obfervations on the caufes of death, and 
the experiments which you propofe for recalling to 
life thofe who appear to be killed by lhghtming, de. 
monftrate equally your fagacity and your humanity. 
It appears that the do¢trines of life and death, in ge- 
neral, are yet but little underftood. ‘ 

A toad buried in fand wall live, it 1s faid, till the 
fand becomes petrified ; and then, being inclofed 
in the ftone, it may full live for we know-not how 
many years or ages. The fats which are cited in 
{upport of this opinion are too numerous and too 
circumf{tantial not to deferve a ce1tain degree of cre. 

dit. 
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dit. As we are accuftomed to fee all the animals with 
which we are acquainted eat and drink, it appears 
to us difficult to conceive how a toad can be fup. 
ported in fuch a dungeon, but if we reflect that the 
neceflity of nourifhment, which animals experience 
in their ordinary ftate, proceeds from the conunual 
wafte of their fubflance by perfpiration, it will ap. 
pear lefs incredible that fome animals in a torpid 
ftate, perfpiring lefs becaufe they ufe no exercife, 
fhould have lefs need of aliment, and that others, 
who are covered with fcales or fhells, which {top 
perfpiration, fuch as land and fea turtles, ferpents, 
and every fpecies of fith, fhould be able to fubfift a 
confiderable time without any nourihment whatever, 
A plant, with its flowers, fades and dies immediately 
if expofed to the air without having its 1oot :mmerfed 
mn an humid foil, from which it may draw a fufficient 
quantity of moifture to fupply that which exhales 
from its fubftance, and is carried off continually by 
the air. Perhaps, however, if it were buried in 
quickfilver, 1t might preferve for a confiderable 
fpace of time its vegetable life, its fmell, and colour, 
If this be the cafe, it might prove a commodious 
method of tranfporting from diftant countries thofe 
delicate plants which are unable to fuftain the incle- 
mency of the weather at fea, and which require par- 
ticular care and attention. 

I have feen an inftance of common flies preferved 
in a manner fomewhat fimilar. They had been 
drowned in Madeira wine apparently about the time 

when 
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when it was bottled in Virginia to be fent to 
London. At the opening of one of the bottles, at 
the houfe of a friend where I then was, three drowned 
fle, fell into the firft glafs that was filled. Having 
heard it rematked that drowned flies were capable of 
bemg revived by the rays of the fun, 1 propofed 
making the experiment upon thefe: They were, 
therefore, expoled to the fun upona fieve, which 
had been employed to ftrain them out of the wine. 
In lefs than three hours two of them began by de- 
grees to recover |ife. This commenced by fome 
convulfive motions in the thighs, and at length they 
raifed themfelves upon their legs, wiped their eyes 
with their fore-feet. beat and brufhed their wings 
with their hind-feet, and foon aiter began to fly, 
finding themfelves in old | ngland without knowing 
how they came thither. The thid continued lifelefs 
till fun-fet, when, lofing all hopes of him, he was 
thrown aay. 

I with it were poflible, from this inftance, to invent 
amethod of embalming drowned perfons, in fuch 
a manner that they might be recalled to life at any 
period however diftant , for, having a very ardent 
defire to fee and obferve the ftate of America an hun- 
dred years hence, | fhould prefer to an ordinary 
death, the being immerfed in a cafk of Madeira wine 
with a few friends till that trme, to be then recalled 
to life by the folar warmth of my dear country. 
But fince, in all probabihty, we hve in an age too 
early, and too near the infancy of feience, to hope 

to 
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to fee fuch an art brought .n our time to perfeétion, 
I muft, for the prefent, content my {elf with the treat 
which you are fo kind as to promife me of the refur- 
Tection of a fowl or a turkey-cock, 


Tam, dear Sir, 
Your fincere friend, 
BenjaMin Frankiin, 


LETIER from Dr. Benjamin FRANKLIN to Benyja- 
Min Vaucuan, Esq., oa the Criminal Laws, and 
the Prachce of Privateerimg. 


My pEAR FRIEND, March 4, 1785. 
AMONG the pamphlets you lately fent me was 
one entitled, ‘* Thoughts on Executive Juftice.” In 
return for that I fend you a French one on the 
fame fubject, entitlea, ‘* Obfervations concernant 
PExécution de l’Article H. de la Declaration fur le 
Vol.” They are both addrefled to the judges, but 
written, as you will fee, in a very different {pirit. 
The Engl:fh author 1s for hanging all thieves, the 
Frenchman 1s for proportioning punifhments to of- 
fences. 

If we really believe, as we profefs to believe, that 
the law of Mofes is the law of God, and the dictates 
of divine wifdom infinitely fupertor to human, on 
what principles do we ordain death as the pumifh. 

ent of an offence which, according to that law, 

was 
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was only to be punifhed by a reftitution of fourfold ? 
To put a man to death for a crime which does not 
de‘erve death, is it not a murder? And as the 
French write: fays, ** Doit-on punir un déht contre 
“ fa fociété par un crime contre la nature °” 

Superfuous property is the creature of fociety. 
Simple and mild laws were fufficient to guard the 
piopeity that was merely neceflary. The favage’s 
bow, his hatchet, and his coat of fkins, were fuffici- 
_ently fecuied, without law, by the fear of perfonal 
refentment and retaliation. When, by virtue of the 
firft laws, part of the fociety accumulated wealth and 
grew powerful, they enacted others more feveie, and 
would protect their property at the expence of huma- 
nity. This was abufing their powe1, and commen. 
cing atyranny. If afavage, before he entered into 
fociety, had been told, “ Your neighbour by this 
‘means may become owner of an hundred deer , but 
**sf your brother, or your fon, or yourfelf, having no 
** deer of your own, and being hungry, fhould kill 
“one, an infamous death muft be the confequence ,” 
he would probably have preferied his hberty, and his 
common right of killing any deer, to all the advan. 
tages of fociety that might be propofed to him. 

That it 1s better an hundred guilty perfons efcape, 
than that one innocent perfon fhould fuffer, is a 
maaim that has been long and generally approved, and 
never, that I know of, controverted. Even the 
fangumary author of the “ ‘Thoughts, &c ” agrees 
to it, obferving, “ that the very thought of injured 
“innocence, and much more that of {uffering inno- 

pscences 
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** cence, muft awaken all our tenderefl and moft 
compafhionate feelings, and, at the faine time, 
“© raife our higheft indignation againft the inftru. 
** ments of it. But,” he adds, “ there 1s no dan. 
“ ger of either from a fin adherence to the laws.” 
Really ’—Isit then impoffible to make an unjutt law ? 
And if the law ufelf be unjuft, may it not be the 
very “‘inftrument’ which ought “ to raife the au- 
** thor’s and every body’s higheit indignaaon?”’ I tee, 
in the laft new!papers from London, that a woman 
is capttally convicted at the Old Bailey, for privately 
ftealing out of a fhop fome gauze, value fourteen 
fhullings and three-pence, and the punifhment of an 
human creature for this offence is by death on a 
gibbet! Night not that woman, by her own labour 
and induftry, have made the reparation ordaimed by 
God in paying fourfold? Is not all punifhment in- 
ficted beyond the merit of the offence, fo much 
punifhment of innocence * In this light how valt 1s 
the annual quantity of not only injured but fuffering 
innocence, 12 almoft all the civilized flates of 
Europe ! 

But it feems to have been thought that this kind 
of mnocence may be puntfhed by way of preventing 
crimes 1 have read indeed of acruel Turk 1n Bai- 
bary, who, whenever he bought a new Chrifhian 
flave, ordered him immediately to be hung up by 
the heels, and to receive an hundred blows of a 
cudgel on the foles of his feet, that the fevere fenfe 


of the punifhment, and fear of incurmng it there 
alter, 
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after, might prevent the faults that fhould merit it. 
Our author himfelf would hardly approve entirely 
of ths Turk’s conduc in the government of flaves, 
and yet he appears to recommend fomething like it 
for the government of Englih fubyetts. 

He applauds the reply of Judge Burnet to the 
convicted horfe ftealer, who bemg afked what he 
had to fay, why judgment of death fhould not be 
pafled againft him? and anfwering, that it was hard 
to hang aman for only ftealing an horfe, was told by 
the judge, ** Man, thou ait not to be hanged only for 
“ ftealing a horfe, but that horfes may not be 
CO MEG LEN a 

But the man’s anfwer, if candidly examined, will, 
limagine, appear reafonable, as being founded upon 
the eternal principles of juftice and equity, that pu- 
nifhments fhould be proportioned to offences, and 
the judge’s reply brutal and unreafonable, though 
the writer ‘* wifhes all judges to carry 1t with them 
“‘ whenever they go the cucutt, and to bear it in 
“ the minds, as containing a wife reafon for all 
“ the penal ftatutes which they are called upon to 
“ put in execution. It at once illuftrates ({ays he) 
“ the true grounds and reafons of all capital punifh. 
** ments whatfoever, namely, that every man’s pro- 
“ perty, as well as his life, may he neld facred and 
** inviolate.” 

Is there then no difference in value between pro- 
perty and hfe? If think it right that the crime of 
murder thould be punithed with death, not only as 

4 an 
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an equal punifhment of the crime, but to prevent 
other murders, does it follow that 1 mutt appiove of 
inflicting the fame punifhment for a hittle mvafion on 
my property by theft? If I am not myfelf fo barba- 
rous, fo bioody-minded, and revenceful as to kull a 
fellow-creature for tealing fiom me fourteen fhillings 
and three-pence, how can I approve of a law that 
does 1t? 


Montefquieu, who was himfelf a judge, endea- 
vours to imprefs other maxims. He muft have 
known what humane judges feel on fuch occafions, 
and what the effects of thofe feelings are, and fo far 
from thinking that fevere and exceflive punifhments 
prevent crimes, he afferts, as quoted by our French 
writer, that 


© Datrocité des loa en empiche I’ exécuiton. 

“© Lorfque la peine oft fans mefure on eft fouvent obli 
6¢ o¢ de lu préfercr P impunité. 

“ La caufe de tous les reldchemens vient de Punpu- 
“© muté des crimes, et non de la moderation des peines.” 


It is faid by thofe vho know Europe generally, 
that there are more thefts committed and pumifhed 
annually in England, than in all the other nations 
put together. Ifthis be fo, there muft bea caule 
or caufes for fuch giofs deprayity m the common 
peopie. May not one be the deficiency of jutlice 
and morality in our national government, mantiefted 
in our oppreffive conduct to fubyedls, and unyuft wars 
on our neighbours? View the long-perfifted-in, un- 

ult, 
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jit, monopolizing treatment of Ireland at length 
acknowledged. 

View the plundering goveinment exercifed by our 
merchants in the Indies, the confifcating war made 
upon the American colonies, and, to fay nothing of 
thofe upon Fiance and Spain, view the late war upon 
Holland, which was feen by impartial Europe in no 
other light than that of a wai of 1apine and pillage, 
the hopes cf an rmmenfe and eafy prey being its only 
appaent and, probably, its true and real motive and 
encouragement. 

Juftice 1» ay ftri@ly due between neighbour na- 
tions, as between neighbour citizens An highway- 
man 1s as much a 1obber when he plundeis ina gang 
as when fagle; and a nation that makes an unjuft 
war 1s only a great gang Aiter employing your 
people in iobbing the Dutch, 1s it ftrange, that 
being put ot of that employment by peace, they 
full conunve robbing and plundering o.ie another ? 

Privateric, as the Fiench call 1, o1 privatcering, 
is the umvcifal bent of th 1 agtfh nation, at home 
and abroad, wherever ferthd. No Ifs thaa feven 
hundied privetes were, itis fu, coamiioned in 
the lafiwar! Uhe'e were fitted out by meichants to 
prey upon othe merchants, » ho had »e\er done them 
any injuiy Is there any one of thole piiya'cering mer- 
chants m London, who weic fo ieady to 10b the mer- 
chants of Amfterdam, that would not as readily 
plunder another London merchant of the next {treet, 
ut he could do it, with the fame impunity? The 


S avidity 
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avidny, the alten appetens, is the fame: It is the fear 
ak nz ofthe gallows that makes the difference. 

How then can anation, which, amongft the honeft- 
eft ot its peoph, has fo many thieves by inclination, 
and whofe government encouraged and commmiffioned 
no icfs than fesen hundred gangs of robbers, how 
can fuch anution have the face to condemn the crime 
in irdividua’s, and hang up tventy of them in a 
moriuns! It naturaily puts one in mind of a New- 
gaie enecdote: One of the prifoners complaimed that 
in the mcht fomcbody had taken his buckles out of 
his fhoes; “ What the devil” favs another, * have 
“ we then thieves among ft us? Tt mult not be fuffer- 
“ea; lectus fearch out the rogue, and pump him 
"to. deaths’? 

Thercas, however, one late inftance of an Eng- 
ith merchant who vould not profit by fuch ill-gotten 
gain ti+ sas. it feems, part owner of afhip, «hich 
tie o.hor owners thoucht fit to employ as a letter of 
12/97. and which took a number of French prizes 
Toebooty bunz gharcd, he has now an agent here 
giounine by on advernfiumcnt in the Gazette, for 
ea ~ who ceed the lofs, in order to make them, 
as far asin]. ates, .efliutou. This confcientious 
map is a QhasiT 
The Scot ': Prefbvterians vere formerly as tender; 
for there Js {1,! -xtant an ordinance of the town-coun- 
clot Loanke ch, mide foon after the Reformation, 
fruvads 2 “he parchae of prize goods, under pain 
© of fo“az tieireedom of the burgh for ever, with 

“¢ other 
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“ other punifhment at the will of the magiftrates, the 
“ practice of making prizes being contrary to good 
‘¢ confcience, and the rule of treating Chriftian bre- 
‘© chren as we would wih to be treated; and fuch 
“ goods are not to be fold by any godly men within 
“this burgh.”’ The race of thefe godly men in Scot- 
land is probably extinét, or their principles abandoned, 
fince, as far as that nation hed a hand in promoting 
the war againft the colonies, prizcs and confifcations 
are believed to have becn a confiderable motive. 

Jt has been for fome trme a generally 1eccrved 
opinion, that a military man is not to inquire whe- 
ther a war be juft or unyuft; he 1s to eaccute his 
orders. All princes, who are difpofed to become 
tyiants, moft probably approve of this opimion, and 
are willing to eftabliih it, butis it not a dangerous 
one’ fince on that princple, if the tyrant com- 
mands his army to attack and deftroy not only an 
unoffending neighbom nation, bet even his own 
fubjects, the army 1s vound to cbey. A negio flave 
in our colonics, beng commanded by his mafici to 
1ob or murder a ne:shbour, o1 do any other imino- 
ral act, may refufe, and the magutrete will protect 
him im his refufal. The flavery then of a foldier is 
woife than that cf anegro'! A confcentious officer, 
if not reftrained by che apprchenfion of its bene im- 
puted to another caufe, mry indeed refen, Atiiet 
than be employed in an uniuil wai, but the plivate 
min are flavesforlue, and they ae, perhaps, mca- 
pable of judging fo themfelves. We can*only lament 
theii fate, and full moie that of a failor, who is often 
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dragged by force from his honeft occupation, and 
compelled to imbrue his hands in, perhaps, innocent 
blood. But methinks it well behoves merchants 
(mcn more enlightened by their education, and per- 
tectly free from any fuch force or obligation) to 
confider well ef the juflice of a war, before they vo- 
lurtarily engage a gang of ruffians to attack ther 
feilow-merchants of a neighbouring nation, to plun- 
der them of their property, and, perhaps, ruin them 
and their families tf they yield it, or to wound, maim, 
and murder them, if they endeavour to defend it. 
Yet thefethings are done by Chnftian merchants, 
whether a war be juft or unjuft , and it can hardly be 
jut on both fides. They are done by Englifh and 
american merchants, who neverthelefs complain of 
private theft, and hang by dozens the thieves they 
have t.ught by their own example. 

Itis tugh time, for the fake of humanity, that a 
flop were put to this enormity. The United States 
of America, though better fituated than any Euro- 
pern nation to make profit by privateering (moft of 
the trade of Europe with the Welt Indies, pafling 
before their doors), are, as far asin them hres, endea- 
vouring to abolifh the practice, by offering, 1n all their 
treaties “ith other powers, an article, engaging fo- 
lemnly that, in cafe of a future war, no privateer fhall 
be commifiioned on either fide, and that unarmed 


merchant fips fhall purfue their voyages unmolelted*. 
This 


* This offer having been accepted by the late King of Pruffia, 


a treaty of amity and commerce was concluded between that 
Monarch 
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This will be an happy improvement of the law of 
nations. The humane and juft cannot but with ge- 
neral fuccefs to the propofition. 
With unchangeable efteem and affection, 
Iam, my dear frend, 
Ever yout’s, 
BrenJAMIN FRANKLIN. 


Monarch and the United States, containing the following humane 
philanthropicarticle, in the formation of which Dr, Franklin, as one 
of the American plenipotentiaries, was principally concerned, 112. 


ARTICLE TWENTY-THIRD 


I¥ war fhould arife between the two contracing partics, the 
merchants of either country then refiding in either, fhall be allow- 
ed to remain nine months to collec their debts, and fettle therr 
affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all thar effiG&s with- 
out moleftation or hindrance , and all women and childrcn, fcho- 
lars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth, artizans, manufac- 
turers, and fifhermen, unarmed, and inhabiting unfortified towns, 
villages, or places, and in general all others whofe occupations 
are for the common fubfiitence and benelit of mankind, fhall be 
allowed to continue then refpeGive employments, and fhall not be 
moleited in then perfons, nor fhall their houfes 01 goods be burn- 
ed, or otherwife deftroyed, nor their trelds wafted by the armed 
force of the enemy, into whofe power, by the event of war, they 
may happen to fall, but sf any thing 1s neceflary to be taken 
from them for the ufe of fuch armed force, the fame fhall be paid 
fo. at areafonable price. And all merchants aud trading veflels, 
employed in exchanging the products of difiercnt places, andthereby 
rendering the neceflaries, convenicncies, and comforts of human 
life more eafy to be obtained, and more general, fhall be allowed 
to pafs free and unmolefted , and nerther of the contraGing pow- 
ers fhall grant or iffue any commiffion to any private armea sefluls, 
empowciing them to take or deftroy fuch trading veffUs, o1 ater. 


rupt {uch commerce. 
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LETTER fiom Dr. Franxtin to Madame B***, 


Ni rittes at Pe fey, near Parts. 


YOU perhcrs recollect, Madam, when we lately 
{pent fo happy a day in the dehghtful gardens of 
Alculin “Fol, with the am.able fociety who refided 
there, that I topped in one of the walks, and per- 
mitted the company to pafs on without me. 

We had been fhewn an infinite number of dead 
fies of the ephemercn fpecies, the fucceflive geneia. 
tions of which, it 1s faid, are born and die in the 
fame day, 

I happened to perceive, on a leaf, a ning family 
enzaced in converauon. You know, Madam, I 
undertand the language poken by every fpecies of 
animal. inferior to our own, and the very clofe ap- 
plication t give to the ftudy of them, 15 perhaps the 
belt excure I can offer for the little proficicncy I have 
made 1.1 your charming language 

Cuuofity led me to fiten to the converfation of 
thef2 i'ttle creatures. but, from the vivacity peculiar 
tu . er natton, three or four of them {poke at once, 
end { could fearec'y learn any thing from their dif- 
courfe. I underftood, however, from fome broken 
fentences which I caught now and then, that they 
were wermly di’puting about the ment of two foreign 
mufcians, a drone and a gnat, and that they ap- 
pearec to {pend their tume in thefe debates with 5‘ 

little 
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little concern for the brevity of life, a3 +f they had 
been fure of living for a whole month. ‘* Happy 
“ people!” faid 1 to myfelf, “ you certainly live un- 
“© der a wife, equitable, and moderate government 5 
“© fince no public grevances cal! forth your com- 
‘* plaints, and your only fource of difpute 1s the per- 
‘© fection or imperfection of foreign mufic.” 

I left them foon after, 11 order to obferve an aged 
ephemcron with grey hairs, who, perched folitary on 
a leaf, was talking to himfelf. His foliloguy wall, I 

believe, amufe that amiable friend to whom I am 1n- 

debted for the moft agreeable of my recreations, the 
charms of animated converfation, and the divind har- 
mony of mufical execution. 

“* It was the opinion,” laid he, “ of the learned 
‘* philofophers of our race, who hved and flourifhed 
“ before us, that this vaft world atfelf could not ivb- 

fift more than eighteen hours, and that optnion to 
me appears to have fome foundation, fince, by the 
motion of the great luminary that gives he to the 
whole nation, and which in my ume has, in a 
perceptible manner, declined confiderably towards 
the ocean that bounds the earth, 1t mutt ne- 
ceflanily terminate its courfe at that period, be 
extinguifhed in the waters that furround us, and 
Celiver up the world to cold and darknefs, the in- 
fallibie forerunners of death and uni efal deftrac- 
* tion I have ved feven hours in thele eighteen ; 
it is a great age, amounting to no lefs than tout 
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hundred and twenty minutes. How few of us live 
fo lors! 
* T have feen whole generations fpring up, flou- 
nfh, and difzppear. My prefent friends are the 
Culdrea end grandchildien of the friends cf my 
jorh, sno, alas! areno more, and whom I muft 
foon follow , for, in the ordinary coutfe of nature, 
I cannot expect, though in good health, to live 
more than feven or ex ht minutes loager. 
* What avail at prefent all my labours, all my fa- 
tizues, to accumulate a piovifion of fiveet dew 
which I thal not live long enough to confume? 
What av ul the political difeuffions in which I am 
enzaged for the fervice of my countrymen, the in- 
habitaars of this bufh , o1 my philofophical inqui- 
ries, devoted to the welfare of the {pecies in ge- 
neval? In poutics, what aie laws without man- 
ners? . 
* A courfe of minvtes will render the piefent ge- 
Nevatlon as ceriupt as the ancient inhabitants of 
other buthcs, and, of confequence, as unhappy. 
Andin vhilcicpl:, how flow is our progrels! Alas! 
art .> long, ond life is fhort! My firends would con- 
fole me wih the name which, they fay, I thall 
leave behind me ‘They tell me I have lived long 
enough ‘or glory and for nature But what is fame 
to an cphemeron that will be no longer 1m exift. 
ence? What v.Ji hiftory become, when, at the 
ershreentn hour, the ¥ orld itfelf wall be drawn to 
5 ‘¢ a clole, 
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‘aclofe, aid be no longer any thing but a heap of 
€ 


n 


ruins? 

“ For mylelf, after having made fo many bufy re- 
“‘ fearches, the only real bleffings that remain to me, 
‘¢ are, the fatisfaction of having fpent my life with 
“* the view of being ufeful, the pleafing converfation 
“© of a {mall number of good lady ephemeras, and 
“* now and then the captivating {miles of Madame 
ec B**, and the {weet founds of her forte piano.” 
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ON 


Benjamin Franklin, tu.p. &c. 
DELIVERED IN THE ROTUNDA, 
ON THE 21ST OF JULY, 1790, 


IN THE NAME OF THI COMMONS OF PARIS; 


In prefence of the Deputies to the Legiflutrve Affembly, and of atk 
the Departments in the Kingdom, the Mayo, the Com- 
manidant-Genei al of the National Guards, tle 
Reps efintatives of the Commons, the Pi ef- 
dents of the Diftr.éis, end the Eleétors 
of the Capital, 


BY THE ABBE FAUCHET, 


NOW CONSTITUTIONAL BISHOP OF THE DFPARTMENT OF CALVADOS, 
AND A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Rep-efentatn es of the Commons of Paris paffed a vote 
oa the twenty-fecond of July 1790, in confequence of which 
it was ordered, that this Eulogium fhould be printed, and pre- 
{ented to the National Aflembly of France, and the Congrefs 
of Americ2. 
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EULOGIUM 
ox 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN; 


Pronounced by the Abbé Faucuer, im the Name of 
the Commons of Paris. 


A SECOND creation has taken place; the ele- 
ments of fociety begin to combine together; the mo- 
val univerfe 1s now feen iffuing from chaos; the ge- 
nius of Liberty is awakened, and {prings up; fhe 
fheds her divine light and creative powers upon the 
two hemifpheres: A great nation, aflonifhed at feeing 
herfelf free, ftretches her arms from one extremity 
of the earth to the other, and embraces the firft na- 
tion that became fo: The foundations of a new city 
ate created in the two worlds; brother-nations haften 
to inhabit it; it is the city of mankind! 

One of the firft founders of this univerfal city was 
the immortal Franklin, the deliverer of America. 

The fecond foundeis, who accelerated this great 
work, made it woithy of Europe—the legiflators of 
France have rendered the moft folemn homage to his 
memory. ‘They have faid— A fend of humanity 
“ is dead; mankind ought to be overwhelmed with 
< forrow! Nations have hitherto only worn mourning 
“ for Kings; let us aflume it for a Man, and let the 


tears of Frenchmen mingle with thofe of Ameri 
5 ** Cans, 
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‘¢ cans, in order to do honour to the memory of one 
‘© of the Fathers of Liberty *” 

The city of Paris, which once contained this phi- 
lofopher within its walls, which was intoxicated with 
the pleafure of hearing, admiring, and loving him, 
of gathering from his lips the maxims of moral legif- 
lation, and of imbibing trom the effufions of his heart 
2 paflion for the public welfare, rivals Bofton and 
Philadelphia, his two native citics (for in one he was 
born as it were a man, and in the other a legiflator), 
in its profound attachment to his merit and his glory. 

It has commanded this funeral folemnuty, 1n order 
to perpetuate the gratitude aad the grief of this third 
country, which, by the courage and activity with 
which it has profited of his tefons, has fhewn itfelf 
worthy of having him at oce for an inflructor and a 
model. 

In felecting me for the ‘nterpreter of its withes, it 
has declared. that 1t 1s lefs to the talents of an orator, 
than the patrioulm of a citizen, the zeal of a preacher 
of liberty, and the fenfibility of a friend of men, that 
it hath confided this folemn funtion In this point 
of stew, | may {peak with a holy confidence; for I 
have the public opinion, and the teltimony of my own 
confcience, to fecond my wifhes. Since nothing elf 
is wanting than freedom, and fenfibili v, for that fpe- 
cies of eloquence which tus eulogrum requires, I am 
fatisfied , tor I already poffefs them. 

My ve.ce ihell e,st.nd to Fiance, to America, to 
poftenty , Iam now to do juftice to ag e.t man, the 


founder 
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founder of trans-Atlantic freedom, I am to praife 
him in the name of the mothcr-city of French liberty; 
I myfelf alfo am a man; [ama freeman; I poflefs 
the fuffrages of my fellow-citizens: This 1g enough ; 
my difcourfe fhall be immortal ! 


PeAchal al. 


THE academies, the philofophical focieties, the 
learned affociations, which have done themfelves ho- 
nour by infcribing the name of Franklin in their re- 
cords, can beft appreciate the debt due to his genius, 
for having extended the power of man over nature, 
and prefented new and fublime ideas, in a ftyle fimple 
as truth, and pure as light. 

It ts not the natuialift and the philofopher that the 
orator of the commons of Paris ought to defcribe; it 
ls the maz, who hath accelerated the progrefs of focial 
order, it 1s the /egiffator, who hath prepared the lt- 
berty of nations ! 

Benjamin Franklin was born at the commencement 
of the prefent century, m Bolton, the capital of New 
Fngland. 

His father, peifecuted in his own country on ace 
count of his religious opinions (for the Englith, fo 
wavering in regard to religion, and who have fo often 


changed it by a of Parliament, at the nod of cor- 
rupt 
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rupt Kings, or fanatical chiefs, have always been, and 
are et this very das, perfecutors) his father, I fav, 
took refuge in the new word, where the chuich of 
England, not having as vet intruded her intolerant 
folicitude, permitted the liberty of conference 

Us profeffion was obfcue, but itis from this very 
obfcurity that it 13 gluiious for him to have elevated 
himfcelf to the head of his nat.on, and to become the 
chief, as it were, of mankind. 

He who was deftined to be the founder and the pre- 
fident of the Philofophical Society of Philadelphia, the 
creator and the foul of the congrefs of America, was 
at firft brought up to the trade of a tallow-chandler. 
The celebrated orator Flechier began life among our- 
felves precifel, in the fame manner It may be confi- 
dered as a prodigy that, under the feudal ariftocracy, 
he thould have excr become a rich Bithop! The he- 
reditary Nobles, the utled families (it 1s but jelterday 
as it were they have ceafid to caift in Fiance), re- 
garding his clevation with a degree of furprife, 
munsled with fcoin, we:e uruble to conceive how a 
Miniter dazed to confer a Brfhopric upon a plebeian. 
** Duke,” 1epled the Bifhup of Nifmes to one of his 
contemporarics, who reproached him vith the occu- 
pation of his father, “ this 1s in truth what diftin- 
“ guifhes us fiom each othcr Ifyou had been born 
* in the fame tation that I was, you would have {tl} 
‘© remnined a maher of candles!” 

Gentlemen, 1 have menuoned this anccdote, be- 
caufe itis fomething m the manner of Trankln. He 


might 
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hught have fad the fame thing to the Englith Nobi- 
lity, and all thofe infultess of melt, who think them. 
felves difpenfid fiom pofieflmg any, becaufe, in 
virtue of thur family, they occupy the fift employ. 
ments the ftate, and obtain, even through the folly 
ef their titles, all thc honours of fociety. 

A very limited bufinef,, and one which prefented 
no opportunity for the developement of the human 
facultics, could not be decmed worthy of the genius 
of Franklin The ait of prinung had been {carce 
eftablifked in Ameiica, he turned his views towads 
this polite art, to which the deftiny of the human ge. 
nlus lp attached, 

He laboured afliduoufly in this profeffion, firft at 
Bofton, afterwards at Philadelphia, and at length at 
London, where, while he acquired a confiderable de- 
mee of perfection in this at, his mind, always of a 
thinking tuin, made a vaitety of obfervations on the 
yices of the] nghfh government, and accumulated in 
filence the means of making typog.aphy moive ulcful 
to his country, and to humen kind. 

On his return to the capital of Ponnfvlyania, he was 
able to work at, direct, and even to fupply matter 
for thofe picfles, whence were to iflue that knowledge 
deftined to be the harbinge: of the glorious day of 
libeity. 

Englifh Ameiica was defigned, in the eternal vicws 
of Providence, and in the combinations alieady mpe 
inthe mind of Fianklin, to fee the {un of juft.ce firlt 
elevated above its horizon, a fin who vas pro- 
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greffively to fpre id his rz" s ove all parts of the would. 
Its colonies were formed of men, who did not find 
themfelves fufficiently free in Engtand; who vould 
not depend, in icgard to religion, but upon Heeven 
and their own confcience, :n thar morals, but upon 
envil equality and good laws, mn their happinefs, but 
upon domeftic fociety and the fimphieity of virtue. 

Penn, the frft man who stove out of that foctal 
chaosin which the nations had been plunged, founded 
Philadelphia, the City of Brethren, and which, in con- 
fequence of this trtlt, which at fia.) ever fince fo amply 
utified, merits the appellation of the capital of the 
dunan kind. tis opened to human nature, without 
reftriction ; for the law which prohivuts theentrance of 
the atheift and the fluggaic, as rot being men, does 
not prefent, as Fran\lin nim‘lt has very juftly obfery- 
ed, any more than a torecten.nz exception, which 
cannot poffibly be carried mio e ecution 

ewlisy aiavs he, “an as berit entice any otha 
* part of the univerfe, he would be inftantly con- 
‘¢ verted on entciing into a city where every thing is 
* fo admirably conductea , and it there was a flug- 
** gard, having the three amiable filters, Riches, Sci- 
* ence, and Virtue, whocre the daughters of Labour, 
“ continually berore his eves, be would foon con- 
ccive an afect.on for theri, and endeasour to ob- 
¢ tain them from then fathe~.” 

Delightful idea! worthy of a iage plulofopher, the 
objec: of our prefent homage! It, at one and the fame 
time, defcribes both l'ranklin and Philadelphia. 
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A Catholic pricft, I fhall doubtlefs be reproached 
ior delivering an eulogium on the Quakers, as I lave 
heretofore been reproached fot praifing the Janfe- 
nifts, as I am 1eproached at this very moment for 
pronouncing a funeral oration on a Proteftant, who 
himfelf profefled religious principles different fiom 
thofe that weie fpread over the face of his country 

Thefe 1eproaches do me honour, for they iffue 
from fanaticifm, the greateft fcourge of fociety. Yes, 
[ have piasfed, and I now preile again in the name of 
the commons of Paris, both with eageinefs and af- 
feCtion, that philanthiopic Janfemfl, if they pleafe, 
but, at the fame time, very cathohe and very holy 
preceptoi of thofe who atc born deaf and dumb ,—the 
virtuous Philadelphians, fimple and fublume obferv- 
ers of univerfal fraternity ,—the principal philofopher 
of Proteftanufm, the fage Franklin, who, without 
being perfeét in his faith, yet poffeffed the pei fection 
of evangelical benevolence. 

And here, Gentlemen, fince the queftion of uni- 
verfal toleation prefents 1tfelf, and enters of its own 
accord into the chain of ideas, which are fucceffively 
to complete the character of tne gicat moralift «hom 
I now attempt to defciibe, peimit me to flep Afte1 
developing the pime.ples of this fage, I fhail purfue 
my: fubye&t, and fulfil the taf. you have impofed 
upon me. 

Men cannot be biethren, and, corf.qventls, can- 
not be focial cieatuics, while one prt tzprove the 
other for the opinions which the: have formed, and 
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think thenfil.es, on accyunt oF tis imaginuy dif 
f_rence, to be feprr. ted ar! david trom each other, 
eles heavetb dulant fom nul 
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Jione canyeeee the coaicie: ce but God alone. 


J 
Mewes ine that man ought to believe, o1 
not be‘:eve. fh > cr that decty ie, Bien 1endeis him- 
{lf cuuty of wyufuce, er J Ea of temerity. 
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The firit cen of the varver'., although inflame 
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virh che mo" ardent love fa tiuta. mizht embrace a 
rehsious erro, dau think himfcli bound by his con- 
cea todernd+ Who is the audacaous mortal, 


that pretcnads to have been able to calculate all the 
lihts end fhaces, which misat aX intervened be- 
tween the no mmple or iW inoft fublune minds, 
and who dues tu fev—‘ ell cught to believe Ike 
““ mer? 

Theie ure mvincible pic acices {> en untfoimity of 
faith: The ce ds of cdueatic., the ideas infiilled 
ufo the human aurd, dwing aatancy and youth, 
thofe rehgious duicuptions v hich infpne the imagina- 
tion vith aval taots, tho culicmary practice of 
adoration, the fancuon of {lf love in behalf of re- 
cevcd dogmis, 2 thou'and acts of vartve pradifed 
L facere beluvers ma particular faith, all thefe may 
nevitably dota the molt yighteous and ju men m 
"ereligion er then fath.is, although it mey be 
mingled with cor. 

The fage himili, \ ho by meens of the adhvity of 
yis mind, and the iorce ot his acficchions, raifes him- 
fulf, while he unplorcs the divine afiftance, above 
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vulgar ideas end popula fuperflitioas, only floats mn 
the immenfity of eternal conceptions, and redefcends» 
with a holy fear, to the cloments of his primitive 
fan, he docs nodang more than feparate it fiom 
that impure mintwe, by which fanaticifm, in Ins 
eyes, has evidently sltered its venerable fimphiaty. 
Undoubtedly, the udolence that pacchiJes reflection, 
the animal paffions, the abule of om faculties, may 
letain, or draw us, m 1efpect to religion, into thofe 
erlois Which a1¢ imputable to us. But it appertains 
to us, and to Him only, who 1eads the heat, and 
probes the thoughts, to mail them down for 1epio- 
bation, and to puih them at the day of judgment. 

Thofe achons alone, which atc mamifefily contiary 
to the laws of univerfal morality, are fvbmutted to the 
infpcction or men, and the fentence of fociety The 
vicious, the bafe, the wicked, even when they pio- 
ffs the true faith, aie the enemies of humanity ‘Lhe 
\ituous, the good, the benevolent, even while their 
faith, 18 erroneous, arc the friends and the benefactots 
of mankind, 

Such, Gentleinen, weic the doctrines of the fece, 
whofe memory we a.e now domg honour to, and, sf 
this were the place, 1t would be eafy to prove, as he 
himlelf has demontftreted, that the aue fpit of the 
gofpel confits wr indulyenee, chat, brotherly love, 
concord, peace, and uniscifal unity. 

Nowwithftanding this, ‘ out of the pele of Catholic 
“ faith,” fays one, “ the is no falvatien for man- 
6 kind (” 
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Tais rigaim i» true, Gentlemen, but thofe whe 
deduce from it the reprobation of all thofe who are of 
a diferent relig.on, and a frightful intolerance to- 
wards nearly the whole human race, are fanatics and 
impoftos. 

It 1s o1¢ of the evo-ved principles of the Catholic 
faith, that all thofe who ftrictly obferse the natural 
law, that is to fay, all virtuous men, appertain to 
the true church, and Lave Jefus Chiift, the hyght of 
fouls, for the.r mote: and infpector. 

I proiounce this facied name with fo much more 
fatrofaction tn this dceurfe, as Franklin w.s accul- 
tomed to invoke it with the moft refpectfulawe. But 
thofe wo do not know, and who “ practife natu- 
« rali,,” as the sApoltle fays, his divine law, fhall 
be judgud after ipe ef nony of their own confcences, 
and arr-se, bi means of the miracles wrought through 
his grace, ac the true light. ‘Lhus according to the 
principles of our 1elgion, no one cen plonounce upon 
ihe reprobation of a fingle man, becaufe all men are 
in the hands of a Facher who cen, and who wifhes to, 
fave all, he Ls expiefsly icid us fo; and, although 
his juflice way proferise incon zible finners, he has 
left to himfli the Pnel determimation of their doom, 
that fo our hea .s. nay not be tortued .a regard to any 
of our orethren, who purfuc aiong with us the paflage 
to eternity. 4A docirine tra!) Catholic, wh.ch places 
all men in the communion cf our love, and points out 
io us the faccs of all the countries in the world who 
have done honour to thu hives by a fenies of ufetul 
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vutues, and thus become the frends of God, and 
the adopted children of the iniverfal church. 

This religion of virtue, by which we aie inftruéted 
to love God and man, and which, according to the 
facred Scriptures, 1s the only one pure and fpotlefs, 
was vifible in the heart of Frankhn, and in all his 
woiks. 

He preached it 10 the inflructions which he coms 
pofed, and which he printed at Philadelphia. He 
adoined them by means of a fimplicsty, a plainnefs, 
and, at the fame time, an intelligence, a fenfibility, 
anda happy air of clmnefs and tranquillity, which 
affected every bofom, Me excelled in tnofe religious 
paiables, of which the Scriptures furnith fo many 
amiable and fublime examples. 

Permit me, Gentlemen, to quote one compofed by 
him againft intolerance and perfecution. Init he de- 
{cribes, in the fame ftyle n which Genefis 1s written, 
the Patriarch Abraham exeicifing hofpitality towards 
an old man, who refufes to join him in thank{mving 
to the Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth 

The ftranger tells him, that he will not adore any 
one but the God of his own country, and that he 
will on no account paiticipate m any othe worfhip, 
On this, the zeal of Abraham is kindled, he puthes 
the man out of his tent, m the dead of mght, and 
chafes him into the defert. Ina fhort time, the voice 
of the Almighty 1s head “ Abraham, where is the 
“ flranger?”? On thir, Abraham replics—“ Lord, 

TA ¢ he 
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& he refuted to adore thee, and I chafed the infidel 
6 ayay!? and God faid—* for one hundred iour 
« feore and erhtecn veats I have bore with this unbe- 
¢ ever, | have nourrfhed and clothed him all tlus 
* time, notwuhftanding hus icbellion againil me, 
‘© and v.t thou, v ho ait thyflt a finner, coula not 
« bear with hn for one mght!’ 

On ths, “Abraham cized out—* I hase finned, O 
« Lord! let not thy anger fall upon me” Aa! he 
arofe, and 1an to the dcfert, he fought the old man, 
he found him, he brought him to his tent, he 
treated him with kindnefs, and fent him away next 
morning with meny prefents! 

How much does thi-, Gentlemen, refemble the flyle 
ofthe holy Serptures' evcry perfon partscipates in the 
infpuation with which it is wi'tten, we arc tempted 
to fearch the book of Cenefis, and with to believe 
that we fhul frdit there’ Another allegory, compofced 
by Frankhn, and boriowed from the art which he 
exeicifed, offers a convincing teftimony of his belief 
in the immortality of the foul, the purfication of 
it in anothe Lie, and the rfuriection of the body, 
T allude to his ep.taph, written by hinflf*. How 
admirable, low fhoit, and yet how full of {cnuument, 
are the expicflions contained in every line, evangelrc 
faith and rcligious hope are here evident, and they 


forcibly point out the end cf hie, and the piize of 
yirtue. 
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Tt was thus that Frenklin, in his perodical works, 
Which had a prodigious cauculaton on the Cortinent 
of Ame.ica, lead the facred 1oundations of focial mo- 
rality He was no lefs imimitable m the developement 
of the fame moralty, when apphed to the duties of 
fiiendihip, general charity, the cmployment ot one’s 
uume, the hapninels attendaat upon good works, the 
pece li} combination of private with public welfare, 
the propicty and necetlity of indufhy, and to that 
hippy and blifsdul ftate which puts us et eafe with 
focicty and with ourfelves. The * Proverbs of Old 
‘© Tieniy,” and “ Poo: Richaid,” aie in the hands 
bovh of the lesrncd and the ignorant, they contain 
the mofl fublune morality, reduced to popular Jan- 
guage and common comprehenfion, and foim the ca- 
techum of happine’s for all mankind. 

Franklin was too meat aroralift, and too well ac- 
quaimed with Luman ailairs, not to petceive that 
women were the arbiteis of manners. He flrove to 
perfec the empire, and accordingly engaged them 
to adoin the feeptie of virtue with then graces. It 1s 
in then powel to cacite courage, to ovelthiow vice 
by means of then difdain, to kindle civifm, and to 
hight up in every heait the holy love of our country. 

his daughter, who was ovulent, and honowcd 
with the public cfteem, helned to manufacture and 
to make up the clothing to the army with her 
ovn hands, and fpread abioad a noble emulation 
among the fenuale citizens, who became eager to 
afift thofe by sacans of the ncedle and the spindle, 

who 
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andthe ace ctcralo mg fiom trae fentument, this 
crave ulolen aes kucw bow to conveife with the 
other '.4, to 2% se them with a talte for domeftic 
occap7 8, to bot cat to rhen the piize attendant 
upon ho gour unaiceupatucd Ly lepicach, and inftl 
the duh of Ctveu dS tie Ma ‘t precepts of education, 
in order ia te) .' vi to ther childicn, and thus to 
acquit the dl. dt. te nature, and fulfl the hope of 
dociety | Traut oe acknouledved thot, in his own 
couptiy, he addrcficd himielf to minds capable of 
compicheduns him. 

Immortal females of America! I will tell it to the 
daughters of Trance, and they only are fit to applaud 
you' You have attemed the utmoft of what your 
fex 13s capable, you poilels the beauty, the fimpliity, 
the mannets, at once natural and pure—the piimitive 
graces Of the golden age. It was among you that 
liberty was firft to hase its origin. But the empue 
of freedom, which 1s extended to France, 13 about ta 
carry your manncrs alone with it, and pioduce a re- 
volution in moials as well as in politics 

Already our icmale citizens (fo1 they have lately 
becomz fuch) are not any longer occupred with thofe 
friyclous ornaments, and vain pleafures, which were 
nothing more than the amufements of flavery; they 
have awakened the love of liberty in the bofoms of 
fathers, of brothers, and of hufbands, they have 

encou- 
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encouraged them to make the moft generous facii- 
fices; their delicate hands have removed the earth, 
dragged it along, and helped to elevate the immenfe 
amphitheatre of the giand confederation It 1s no 
longer the love of voluptuous foftnefs that attracts 
thu regaid, 1¢ is the facred fire of patuiotifra. 

‘The laws which are to reform education, and with 
it the national manneis, are already prepared, they 
fhall advance, they thall fortify the caufe of hbeity by 
means of ther happy influence, and become the 
fecond faviouis of then countiy'! 


Franklin did not omit any of the means of being 
ufeful to men, or feiviceable to fociety. He fpoke 
to all conditions, to both fexes, to every age. ‘Lhis 
amiable morzlift defcended, in his writings, to the 
moft aitlefs details, to the moft ingenuous famuliarities, 
to the firft ideas of a 1ural, a commercial, and a civil 
life, to the dialogues of old men and children, full 
at once of all the verdure and all the maturity of wii- 
dom, in fhort, the prudent !effons aifing from the 
expofition of thole obfcure, happy, eafy virtues, 
which form fo many links in the chain of a good 
man’s life, derived immenfe weight from that repu- 
tation for genius which he had acquired, by being 
one of the firft naturalifts and gieateft pmilofophers in 
the univerfe. 

At one and the fame time, he goveined nature in 
the heavens and in the hearts of men. 

Amidft the tempefls of the atmofphere, he direcled 
the thunde:, anudft the florms of focicty, he diredled 

the 
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Ws,ure tO your Own mids, this 1 ge with the ce. 
letvral phy fiognom: v lach lic pofefied, with that calm 
ard auzet forchead, scuaitiuag, an his own peifon, 
an authority over the netural aad fccial woild, does 
he not reflinble a beneficent God defcended upon 
ea, moder to. togerh the wr ‘h of heaven and 
teach virtue to mankind ° 

The le.fure hovrs of Fraakln were fo many acts of 
coodne's. vhich, u whey were not too numeious, 
vould joum the chief charm of chs o1ation. His 
amufements cor” diac -periments which icfembled 
prodisies, and of vob a finsle in‘tanee will fuf- 
fice to cave fome idee Ue himf'f, in a letter to one 
of the mot Je .rea Me abers of che Royal Sovtety of 
Loncon™, has prefented che defeript.oa of a fcftival, 
Want he wave to fis fiends and the pubic upon the 
Doders Cob. 2 hovbht, 
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Ancledric {paik, without any otha conductor than 
the water, furved to Loht the volatile ‘Dillt prc dar- 
el to sllummate bo-h bens of the rival, at one and 
the fame moment. The invifible fhock of the ee tric 
mter, appeared, to the ravithed eves of the fncdta- 
tors, to kill the game and wild fowl prepared for the 
treat, ceuirary indtiuments tuined and drefed the 
viands by mears ol the heat ating form the uhe 
leal flame, whi t'2 goblets, as if filled by 
magic, became 1¢plenifhed with the cho.cefl wines of 
Europe. 

In the mean time his guefte, compo «fhe moft 
leaned men in Dhiiladelphia, accompeed by a dif 
chaige of artillery from an elcQiic battery, diank the 
healths of all the fumous philofopners ct France, of 
England, of Swirzerland, of Hotload, of aly, and 
of Germany, by tuins, while the echoes afin | trom 
the neighbouting fhoies fprevi rbioed aad molt pl od 
thefe folemn falutations ‘Lne joyous accelerations 
of the people of a country forms! frvace aad de- 
ferted, but at prelent inhibited by pumero iss ations 
of new men, who have formed ea cf ence D.tween 
{cence and morality, reached to the fies 

You may eafily conceive, Genilemen, weet a mild, 
but fure afcendant, this fave, who riya fs cule 
zens with a tafte for fuch nodle pleavfvcs, excel 
over then minds! Nota fnale momert dd hy lofein 
the courfe of his whole life, not one of bie though 
but what tended to the pubic welare, rot one of his 
labotious o1 of his leifure hours which did not fay to 

men, 
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men, * Itis thus thit es1%ence becomes valuable, 
¢ itis thus that mankind become hoppy!’ 


I have not as yet attempted to paint any thing more 
than the philofopher, who, by the force of his ideas, 
and the communication of his fentiments, beftowed 
a charm unknown before, anda new achvity upon 
focial morality 


Frarklin had formed men He had conceived flill 
more noble pro,etts—he wifned to create citizens, 
Iie had already completed the bafis, which is mora- 
lin. , he determined upon this to clevate the column 
of legiflanon It 1s now the legiflator whom I mutt 
exhibst, if 19 the eleChicianof nations that 1s about 
to begin his operations , 1t 1s he who compofed and 
completed the moft charming model of hberty that 
was ever prefented to the univerfe, and it 1s to T‘iance, 
now become iree, it 1s before her firft legiflature 
that [ am ambitious of exhibiting this picture; it 
wall awaken flaves, it will tranfport Fienchmen! 
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* TRaveLLer, inform Spaita that we have died 


€° in obedience to her holy laws.” 


This infcription over the bodies of thofe who pe- 
rifheu at Thermopyle, 1s the molt fuperb monument 
that was ever erected to the honour of Greece: It 


proves 
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proves that antiquity recognized citizens 1m ar a ale 
of the world. 

The city of Lacedemon, the only one which merits 
that appellation, on account of the fe, aration of the 
thiee powers which organifed its government (for 
the anarchy of Athens, and the war of civic clements 
in Rome, prohibit them, although in other refpects 
inmotital, from enjoving this fingvlar honour), the 
city of Lacedemon was deftined to endure but a fhort 
time, for it had not humanity for its bafis. Man- 
kind themfelves wee not as yet acquainted with it. 
\t was neceflary that whole ages fhould fit elapfe; 
and the Spartans, citizens without being men, were 
to be anmbilited bv the force of Natu e, who does 
not long tolerate whatever contradicts her laws. 

Methinks I now behcld a more noble monument 
erected between the old and the new woild: It 1fes 
out of the bofom of the At'antic ocean, it looks on 
one fidetowards Europe, and on the other towards 
Americas The image of the auguft Franklin fur- 
mounts if, and points fo the follovieg an{U.rpiion* 
“ Men, love your fellow men! Be free! Piomote 
* commerce and the alts; hut, above ail, cultivate 
“¢ humanity.” 

Legiflator of mankind’ thy court.ymen, the 
Americans, obcy thee, France liens to thy voice, 
fhe repeats thy accents, the unvcile awakes at the 
found ! 

The light fcattered ove: the vorld by the philoio- 
pher of nature, from the city of Philadelphia, not 


only eacited the feinullations of piiyete, but it alfo 
Lindled 
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kindled the fire of public, virtue, which compofeg 
the hfe of nat.onrs. 

From the banks of the Delawaie and the Schuy!. 
kill, Frenklin attentscly furveyed the condut of 
Fnolend, marked her errors and her imp vudence, 
aroufed that juft dilcontent v hich her cruelties infpir- 
ed, ob: ud Fow £1 the patience of the people 
could be firctcned, reuiorced the principles of h- 
beity, but ‘.t preached up peace and moderation, 
unul that day fhould arrive, in which violence and 
injaftice were no longer to be fuflued, anda revolu- 
ton was to de expecied as an inevitable event. Elis 
\ildom prophee ed tne approach of liberty, and accom- 
pied ut. his feslow-courtry men, the Ameiicans, who 
fult the troa hand of de.potsfm, but yet fearcely dieam- 
ed of independence, v ere already, inthe calcul tons 
of his cenwus, the firit free citizens of the unive.fe. 

‘Lhe nufers of England wae well acquainted 
wich the afeenderr: of this grcat man, and weie 
alarmed at nts inflvence In conformity to their 
fem of cozupuon, the, vere determined to bung 
him ovcr to thas vit 3, aad were perfuaded that, by 
beftoving one of the lucrative employments upon 
him, which they had the difpefal of in the colonies, 
his private irtcret would induce him to aft them 
in fubjugating his countrymen 

He was accordinely appointed Dircctor Ceneral of 
the Poft Onice belonsiig to the Enghih colomes in 
America*. 


* Te was eatrufied + ith the fonthern department only Trans. 
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In this employment he perceived that he could be 
ufeful to the people and to himfelf, for it furnifhed 
him with a better opportunity of communicating his 
principles throughout the continent. He well knew 
that his labours would accelerate the freedom of 
America 3; he was authorifed by his office to vifit all 
the provinces without the leaft fufpicion whatever 5 
he thus was enabled to found the difpofitions of the 
inhabitants, to augment their horror for oppreffion, 
and to induce them to reconquer the rights of man 
and of citizens.. 

Franklin undoubtedly forefaw, while deftroying an 
oppreflive goveinment, the favours of which he 
turned to the public advantage, that he fhould make 
great facrifices 1n regaid to his own private intereft 5 
but his natural fimplicity and prudent ceconomy had 
enabled him to accumulate a fortune fufficient to 
infuie his independence; and he always dreaded 
great opulence, either to himfelf or his fellow-citi- 
zCNSi 

He had always two great ideas in contempla- 
tion: The firft was, to elevate England and all 
her colonies to the principles of civil liberty; and af 
that did not happen, at leaft to give freedom to his 
nativecountry Had the former {cheme fucceeded (and 
it gave him the greater degtee of pleafure), the parlia- 
ment of England was to have had a full national and 
colonial teprefentation. ‘Ihe King was to have carried 
the legal wifhes of the fellow-citizens of the two 
gontinents into execution, and the perfect combina. 

U {lon 
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tion of the legiflative power of all, and the executive 
power of one, would have realized to Great Britain 
that noble conftitution deftined to form the happineds 
of France. 

But if it were impoffible thus to infure the felicity of 
the whole empire, and if the fy {tem of colonial opprei- 
fion was to be continued, then he thought that a grand 
example ought to be fet by America to the world, 
that the caufe of the people ought to be avenged, and 
that Liberty ought to hoift her ftandard in another 
hemufphere. 

Thus all the views of this great man were in per- 
fect coincidence with the principles of truth and of 
juflice, for whatever might be the laft determination 
of the oppreffors, they themfelves would either be- 
come citizens, or enable their fellow flaves to become 
fo, by eftablifhine the firlt free government that 
ever exifted in the world 

Such was the pofition of public affairs when Frank- 
lin was fent to England by the Affembly of Pennfy1- 
vamia, 1n order to defend the colomes againft the en- 
terprifes of the court He did not diflemble his opt- 
nions to the Englifh mimitry, who, at that period, 
were employing their ufual perfidious arts of bribery 
and corruption, im order to exact feveral new and 
vexatious impofts from his countrymen. 

Franklin announced to them the infallible refult 
of their proceedings. 

The Americans were alarmed, and protefted with 


one accord againft this act of tyranny. Their con- 
duc 
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Cuct appeared to- the generous patriots of England 
(where there are many good citizens, although they are 
not fuffered to rule the nation) to be difated by the 
jult rights derived from oppreffion ; but it feemed to 
be the revolt of flaves, who wifhed to free themfelves 
from the authority ofa mafter, in the eyes of the fervile 
minions of the fovereign, who are more numerous, 
and who are always employed by the government, 

Amidft thefe :mportant conyjun@tures, Franklin ig 
ordered to the barof the Houfe of Commons, he obeys, 
How great appeared that man, the defender of hberty, 
before an ariftocracy who monopolize the independ 
ence of a nation! He was unacquainted with tke 
queftions which were to be put to him, but his mind 
was ever prepared. Nota fingle vague idea, not an 
ufelefs or unneceffary word; thoughts fimple, but 
yet vaft, fentiments loyal, but yet generous; the 
boldeft affertions , the moft convincing reafons; the 
moft pofitive demals, afforded no triumph to his ene- 
mies. With a mafculine eloquence and undifguifed 
truth, he proved all the firft acts of the American 
jnfurrection to be legitimate, and afferted that all the 
projects that could be fuggefted by Englifh violence, 
would be abortive and without effect. 

‘¢ Wither let us be free together,” fays he, “ er 
© we fhall be fo without, and even in fpite of you. 
“ Tf you do not annul your oppreflive laws, “we fhall 
“ continue to make new ones independent of you. 
“ If you endeavour to fubjugate us, we fhall tri- 
‘ umph. Your armies* They are not numerous 

iugee) ** enough. 


wn 
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« enough. Your naty’ All the navies upon earth 
“ are not capable of making us fubmit to your will. 
“© Make your election between our love and our 
“ bate, we have already made our choice between the 
liberty that 1s to combine us, and thofe chains with 
which we are to be manacled.” 

This affords but a feeble image of the dignified 
conduct of Franklin in the face of all England. Cy- 
neas beheld at Rome, in that fenate which governed 
Italy, an affembly of gods, and trembled! Fiank- 


Lal 
n 
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jin beheld at London, mm that fenate which com- 
manded the feas of the two worlds, a cor) upted legif- 
lature, and was undifmayed The ambaffador of 
Thfaly fpoke in the name of a King, and what was 
a King before the Roman people’ But the agent of 
Philadelphia fpoke as a man in the name of men, 
whom he was about to render free, and free men 
have ever been refpected as the firft of human beings 
by the Englifh ! 

ie retired honoured by the nation, but detefted 
by the Court, convinced that a parliament fold to 
the miniftry ¥ ould {mite America with the {ceptre of 
defpotifm, and fupport their wrongs by the fwords of 
mercenaries , that his countrymen would be forced to 
defend their own trzhts, to confummate ther inde- 
pendence, and to yindicae the caufe of human 
nature 

Returned to hs native continent, he revolved all 
thefe ideas 10 his Lofom at Philadelphia. Wafhing- 
ton and «adams enter into his yiews; the firft con- 
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srefs is convoked and affembled, Franklin, or rather 
the Genius of Liberty, piefides at it, every thing 1s 1e- 
folved upon, new laws are enacted, but the principles 
of them already exift, all the colonifts are citizens ; 
the patiiot troops are about to be called forth ; they 
are already formed—-~—all the citizens are foldiers ! 

The philofopher of humanity, the friend of peace, 
Fianklin had upwards of ten years before prepared 
all the plans of the infurgent army. The number 
and order of the regiments and companies, the 
pay, the inftruchons, all the fnilitary details, written 
by his own hand two /u/res before the infurrechion, 
and depofited in the archives of Philadelphia, attelt 
at once the extent and forefight of his ideas, 

Advance, Englifhmen, arm your fleets; pour in 
the wariiors of your three kingdoms , tranfport the 
mercenaiies of Germany to America, now become 
free, for Franklin prefides in her councils, and 
Wafhington regulates her armies! ‘Waifdom, and at 
length victory, declare againft you. 

By means of thofe manceuvres which difplay at 
once the fhill and the ferocity of your bands of rob- 
bers, you redouble the energy of freemen, add to 
the horror againft tyrants, and enlue to the United 
States but gieater tumphs, The contraft exhibited 
by the humanity of the citizens of America inthemdtt 
of moft of your matt difgraceful defeats, and the fury 
of yout fervile troops in their flight but impious fuc- 
cefles, fhall change your glory to opprobiium, and the 
blood of a few peaceable men, immolated to your 

U 3 Take, 


294 ABBE FAUCHET’S EULOGIUM ON 


rage, fhall furnifh the feeds of victory for the combat- 
ants of liberty! 

I fhall not here enter into the expofitioa of the faga- 
cious conduct, the profound combinations, the unex- 
pected refources, the invincible refiftance, the decifive 
actions, the prodigies of glory, which have immor- 
taliled the campaizns of the armies of Independence. 

They did not poffeis any metal, but tron, any mi- 
litary knowledge, but courage, any experience in 
combats, but a gemius fitted for victory; any difcipline 
" proceeding from long previous preparation, but a Ge- 
neral, who was all of a fudden the creator of an army, 

From men who with to become free, from Frank. 
lin who directs, from Wathington who commands, 
what is notto be expected ° 

However, even iron at laftis wanting, it is procur- 
ed from Europe. Officers are not in fufficient abun 
dance; they are invited from France. 

Franklin, now im the feyentieth year of his age, 
had juft r.turned from Canada, where he had been 
drawn, during the moft rigorous feafon of the year, 
by tiie intercfts of the revolution, and, in the courfe 
of his yourney, had traverfed, in company with Mont- 
gomery, the rivers and the lakes, at that time covered 
with ice. He is now appointed to proceed to France, 
in order to afli{t the efforts of Deane, and invite 
thofe ‘uccours which they were to piocure fiom a 
generous people, who had fubmutted, during a dif. 
honourable peace, to all the haughty pride, and all 
the inioleraie outrages, of the Englih minifry, 

He 
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He departs inftantly, although he did not poffefs a 
fingle piece of gold, tor his countiy was deftitute of 
money. He airives at Paris with a caigo of tobacco, 
in the fame manner as when Holland determined to 
become free, her deputies arrived at Bruffels with a 
convoy of herrings, 1n order to pay their expences. 

Admiuration preceded, attachment followed him. 
Every tongue celebrated his name, every look was 
fixed upon, every heart leaped at the fight of him: 
Fie fpoke, he was liftened to, and he fucceeded. 
The treaty of commerce with the infurgents is p.o. 
claimed, ammunition and warlike inftruments aie 
fent fiom our ports—America receives them with 
gratitude , the free men of the new have now allies 
in the old world , they are foon alfo to have rivals, 
emulous toimitate, and, 1f pofhble, to eacel them. 

At the voice of Franklin, at the voice of glory, 
appear, young Fayette, or rather difappear to Europe! 
Shew thyfelf to America, aftonifhed at thy noble 
daring, France fhall not leain thy flight, but with 
the news of thy firft victory in the country of I:berty. 

The furious Englith every-wheie attacked our 
veflels, but they no longer poflefied the advantage of 
thofe perfidious ftratagems which they had formerly 
made ufe of, before a declaiation of war. 

Our naval armaments were in readinefs; Orvil. 
liers and Eftaing command them. In one quarter * 
of the globe the Engifh fleet experiences an invinci- 


# This alludes to the engagement off Ufhant. 
U4 ble 


296 ABBL TAUCHET 'S EULOGIUM ON 


ble refiftance, and finds its orb, refource to confift in 
fight, in another+ it meets with a fignal defeat, and 
the Weft-India iflands | are obliged to receive into 
their ports thofe troops which were deftined to con- 
querthem Paul Jones §, an American commandcr, 
takes feveral prizcs upon the very coafts of Great 
Britain, Rochambeau leads the French legions im the 
United States; La Fayette is the hero of the twa 
nations, Wafhington 1s the arbiter of victory. 

The independence of Ametica is confummated j 
England, in its turn, 1s conftrained to {ue for peace 
‘The fovereignty of a great people is acknowledged, 
and from the banks of the Seme, Tranllin, the har- 
binger, the director, and the very foul of this fub- 
lime novelty in the unuverfe, conferring all the glory 
upon thofe who hed the hero.fm of acquimng it 
b} means of arms, receives, with the calmnefs of a 
philofopher, the felicitations of America, of Fiance, 
of the Englifh patriots themfelyes, and of all thofe 
men who feel the godhike workings of humanity 

The foveruign.y of the nation 1s eftabhfhed, this 
then 1s the moment to perfect their laws. ‘1 he ambaffa- 
dor of Amenica was its leg‘flator He had alheady pre- 
pared, and he now tran{mits to his fellow-ciuzens 


7 At Granada 

t Totaco, &c. 

§ T15¢Mcer, fo celebrated during the American war, died 
Hotel, in guia poverty at Pans. 


q The fubf cnt concu€o hs Gene a Tas con cred the 
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the confiutution of Pennfylvania, which conneéts it 
with all the eftablifhments of the confederated ftates, 

The rights of man are developed, for the firft time, 
in laws fimple and beneficent ag thofe of nature ; 
the nghts of citizens are elevated on the fundamental 
bafis of fociety The organization of the public 
power 1s combined with the private intereft of every 
man, and the univerfal good of humamuty, with the 
individual advantage of evely patriot, and the general 
profpenty of the country. 

The inftitutions of Franklin are unanimoufly hailed 
as the code of wifdom and beneficence. We have 
adopted them into the new laws of France, and we 
ought to regard thei author as one of the founders 
of this facred conftitution, which 1s about to attain, 
all the elevation of reafon and of yuftice, all the per- 
fection of focal and natural order, and which will 
one day be the Phasos of the human kind. 

IJe1e, Gentlemen, the intereft of this difcourfe 
becomes augmented. It 1s my intention to com- 
pare Amenica become independent, with Fiance now 
frec, and to piefage, from thele arcumftances, the 
deftinies of the un,verfe. 

Ihave alieady faid, and I repeat it again—The 
Anglo-Amertcans were the firft great people who 
pollefled the plemtude of hberty; the firft that pre- 
pared itfelf to enjoy the perfection of freedom Is the 
French nauon, and in both thefe points of view 
Franklin 1s the firft legiflator of the world. Let 
the prefent and future gencrations hear and judge! 
In 
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In Switzerland a fenatoria! ariftocracy domineers 5 
in Loiland the Stadtholderate tends towards defpot- 
ifm; in England the people pofefs a corrupt, and 
butan inadequate, reprefentation: The Minitter re- 
gulates the elections, a Houfe of Peers ariefis every 
thing at its will; the Court, by means of money, ov- 
tains money , by money, fuffrages . In fhort, in what- 
ever point of view you are pleafed to confider the 
public welfare, the King hath an abfolute power over 
it. Jf there is a country in the world where there 
Is a phantom of liberty idolifed by the people, and no 
real liberty which they can love, it 1s there. But 
this very phantom had hitherto fomething venerabie 
init. The imaginations of the Enghfh, exalted by 
the temporary glory of their country, beholding 
around her nothing but nations of flaves, who wifhed 
to continue fuch, they, with good reafon, have looked 
upon themfelyes, until now, as the people who pofleff. 
ed the firft rank in the univerfe. 

Franklin once faid to the Enghth nation, “© Admit 
*¢ all the men who belong to your government in the 
** different parts of the globe, toa free competttion 
for, and an equal reprefentation in, your legifla- 
ture, let the King alone fway the executive fcep- 
*¢ tre, and never be permitted to ftretch it forth but 
in the name of tnofe laws made by the reprefenta- 
tives, and confented to by the colonies and pro. 
vinces ; you will then poffefs the fupreme focial 
unity, and the grand monarchy of liberty. The 
un.verfe will all affimilate to your cmpire, or at 


«¢ lealt 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, LL.D. 299 


* leaft all the earth will be eager to imitate fuch a 
* beautiful model; you wall thus have the glory 
** of commencing the happinefs of the world, and 
‘* enfuring the fratermty of the human kind ” 

He [poke to thofe who were refolved to be deaf, 
who would not tea him, and who embraced 
nothing but a chimera of liberty in their own afland, 
which they obftinately perfifted in fupporting by a 
tyrannical domination abioad. 

But America inclined her head, and liftened to his 
voice. France, although full crouching under her 
old and heavy fetters, ruminating even then in her 
thoughts the great leffons of Mably and of Rouffeau, 
Jent an attentive ear, and faid—‘* The moment will 
« arrive, it falt approaches, when that which Eng- 
‘¢ land had not the wifdom to undertake, I fhall have 
*¢ the glory to execute” 

In the mean time, the new States organize them- 
felves into a federate republic. Every other fpecies 
of government was impracticable. The perfection 
arifing from wmty could not be expected from a mul- 
titude of sndependent provinces, of which each pof- 
feffed the fovereign ught of adopting whatever form 
it pleafed. 

The mutual neceflity of allying and connegting 
itfelf together, fo as to form but one people, gave 
rife to the Congrefs, which 1s deftined to regulate 
thofe vaft objects that intereft the whole of the States. 


Each province poffefies its own proper legiflative af- 
, fembly, 
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fembly, and alfo an inccpendent power of executing 
its own decrees. 

I repeat it once more, the Genius of Liberty reigns 
there in her full plenitude of glory, the union 1s 
happy, but the unity is not abfoluce, and cannot be 
fo. How is it poffible to inftitute a fup~eme chief? 
Each of the United States has an equal tight to it; 
and moft horrid duienions would inev.tably refuic 
from the fole idea of a Kang. 

The creation of a free monaichy, the moft perfect 
of all poffible governments, was referved for us. 

Hail, Trance! valt, yet united, country, rear up 
thy rmmenfe bod; , break thy chains, let the thun- 
der of thy liberty {nap them in twain; let the Baftile 
and all the fortrefles of defpotifm fall and difappear ; 
let Fayette prefent himfelf as the foldier of his coun- 
try, the fon of Frunce, the pupil of Wafhington ; he 
fhall continue a citizen until his death. Let the 
elected repre‘emtatives of all the clafles of the empire, 
no longer form feparate orders, and let there be an 
abfolute equality, and, with the free competition of 
voices, a fole legiflature. Let them fpeak in the name 
of the whole nation, and let the natron reply—* This 
Soisour willl 

Belaved chief of the French! Monaich, who, in 
fpite of thyfelf, haft hitherto pofleffed but the falfe 
grandeur of the nation, ceafe to be the powerlefs idol 
of a {mall and abhorred caf of oppreffing defpots, and 
become the refpetted fovereign of twenty millions of 


freemen 
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freemen. Afcend, and thou wilt be the firtt Prince 
in the world, who ever poflefled that glory—afcend 
the throne of the laws, and fee not, within the large 
hoizon of this empne, aught but that hberty which 
gives and maintains thee in full pofl-ffion of thy all- 
powerful fceptie. Thou governeft citizens; thou 
ruleft over men, thou art a King, and the only one 
upon earth! 

This perfeGiion of human genius has hitherto been 
wanting ; 1t was neceflary that Fiance fhould arife, in 
order to refolve the problem of ages, to organize focial 
order, in abfolute unity, and to prefent to her a chief 
impaffible as a Divinity, and, like him, invariable in 
his juftice | 

Eternal Ruler of human occurrences’ who, ac- 
cording to thy promife, wilt difpofe every thing in 
favour of our infant liberty ~, 1t 1s thou who halk accu 
mulated in filence thofe remarkable, prodigious, and 
miraculous events, in order to operate the cieation of 
our happinels. 

But, in the combination of all thy benefits, the 
greateft is, that thou haft given usa Pianklin, and 
conneéted us with an America, the moft propitious 
1s, that thou haft placed in the balance of the deft 
mies, the genius of the National Aflembly, and the 
patuiotiim of Bailly ¢ and La Fayette; the moft 
happy is, that thou huit «1 one day given hbeity te 


* Tu autem dominator virtuts. . cum magud reverentia daf- 
ponisnos. Sap 12 1& 
+ Then Mayox of Pari, 
the 


302 ABBE FAUCHET’S EULOGIUM ON 


the capital and the provinces, and difpofed a King te 
embrace it. 

O memorable fuccefs! The furrounding nations 
can {carce give credit to the tiuth of it, but they be- 
gin to be moved at the fight; their doubts feem to 
evaporate, and they at length believe that they may 
be happy. 

Tyrants tremble, their reign has pafied away, we 
have now brothers in fentsment over all the earth. 
But a little longer, and, in a mutual independence 
and equal affection, the nations of the univerfe will 
be aftonifhed at being happy, and at finding themfelves 
Frenchmen ! 

Venerable old man, auguft philofopher, legiflator 
of the felicity of thy country, prophet of the frater- 
nity of the human race, what extatic happinefs em- 
bellifhed the end of thy career! From thy fortunate 
afylum, and in the micft of thy brothers, who cn- 
joyed in tranquillity the fruit of thy virtues, and the 
fuccefs of thy genius, thou haft fung fongs of deli- 
verance The laft looks which thou caft around 
thee, beheld America happy, France, on the other 
fide of the ocean, free, and a fure indication of the 
approaching freedom and happinefs of the world. 

The United States, looking upon themfelves as 
thy children, have bewaled the death of the father 
of their republic, France, thy family by adoption, 
has honoured thee as the founder of her laws, and 
the human race has revered thee as the univerfal pa- 

thiarch 
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triarch who has formed the alliance of nature with 
fociety ‘hy remembrance belongs to allages, thy 
memory to all nations, thy glory to eternity *! 


* M Veillard, Intendant of the waters at Paffy, who was very 
intimate with Franklin, has been kind enough, as well as the ccle- 
brated M Fleury, to give me a vanety of information relative to 
him; and this has ferved as the bafis of the prefent Eulogium. I 
myfelf have alfo had the happincfs of being perfonally known to 
this great man, having often dined in company with lim at the 
charming litte villa belonging to M. Roy de Chaumont, at Pafly. 
He affifled at fome of my fermons, and has afforded me many tel- 
timonis of his efteem 1 might muitiply the notes which authen- 
ticate the fudts mentioned by me im this difcourfe, but I rather 
choofe to add, by way of appendix to this publication, a juflifica- 
tory memorial, which M le Roy, a Member of the Academy of 
Sciences, of the Reyal Society of London, of the Philofophical 
Society of Philadelphia, and Keeper of the King’s Cabinet of Na- 
tural Uiftory, has been fo kind as to fend me. It arrived too late 
to be ufid in the body of the prfeat work , but 1t confirms all I 
have advanced , it contains a number of details I was ignorart of, 
and ‘t cannot fail to intereft the public, and give additional fuppor 
to my labours, 
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TRANSLATION of ¢ Letter from M. Le Rov to the 
Abbé Faucuit (now conftitutional Bifbop of Cals 
vades), relative to tne late Dr, FRANKLIN. 


1 AM enchanted to hear, Sir, that, elevating your 
mind above the vain prejudices of the vulgai, you 
have formed the noble defizn of pronouncing, in the 
metropolis of France, tle funeral oration of my illuf- 
trious friend, who was born a Proteftant 

Flattered with the confidence which you have 
been pleafed to repofe in me, I have endeavoured to 
comply w.h your withes by tianfmitting you fome 
particulars cf the life of this great man, collected 
partly from what I can recolle@ in regard to him, 
and partly irom what he himfelf ras told me, in the 
humerous conveifitions we have had together. 

it ty neceflary that the clifs of men, equally vain 
and imoccile, who wifned to eftablifh a privileged ca/? 
among us, to whom alone the command of the ar- 
mies, the venerable departments of juftice, and the 
courc !3 of the Sovereign were to be opcn, it is nes 
ceflay .ney fhould learn that Pianklin, Ike the vluf. 
trious Fiechier, was the fon of a tallow-chandler . 
that he .as bornin Bofton, that he left it at fourteen 
years of age, much in the fame manner as thofe young 
men who, being impat cnt unde: the yoke of pater- 
nal authorit, leave thur fathers houfe in ordet to 
feek their fortune clfewhere , that he happened to ga 
to Philad.Inhia, where, haysng prefented himfelf to 
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the only punter then iefiding in that city, he took a 
fancy to the boy, in whom he difcovered a natural 
genius, and inftructed him 1n the art of printing *. 

I know that M. de la Rochefoucault, in the dif 
couife which he read before the fociety of 1789+, on 
the 13th of June laft, gives us to underftand that he 
Was a jouineyman printei in Bofton, and that he left 
it in oider to feek for employment at New York and 
Philadelphia. 

But, as well as I can remember, both from what 
he and his countrymen have told me, he arrived at 
Philadelphia in 1720, a period when the art of print- 
ing, fo very curious in itfelf, was almoft unknown to 
a gieat part of the country. 

J have alfo learned, that the farmers who fie- 
quented that city, and who were fond of whatever 
was inteiefting, were accuftomed to vifit the printing. 
houfe in which young Fiankln worked, and, being 
aftonifhed at his aGivity and addrefs, prefented him 
with many manks of their liberality. 

Avaricious of knowledge, and poffeffing an infa- 
tiable defire after infti uétion, he eafily perceived that, 
at the diftance of two thoufand leagues from England, 
it was by books alone that he could gain information: 
But how could he piocure them, when, at this pe- 


* It may be neceffary to obferve here, that this and a number 
of other littl. mitakes are corrected in Dr Franklin’s firft and fe- 
cond letters, Part I—Wote by the Ti anflator. 

¢ See page 237 

x riod. 
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riod, there were nct more than perhaps four or five 
handred volumes iu all Philadelphia ° 

By way of attuning hnowldve, he formed a club 
confirting of fome young mn, who were cfa fimilay 
d.tpoiuon with himfelf, and, in oidei to have the 
ad¢antace of each othei’s books, it was agieed that 
tey fhould plece the» in one common hbrary. As 
this refource was not attended with all the advantages 
at firt expected flom it, it was .efolved to fublciibe a 
_small fam every monb, to enable tiem to mnpoit all 
the new works from London. 

‘The youne people of Philadelphia paving learned 
that this fociety poffefled a great number and vanety 
of books, were exceedingly defirous to bo.row them ; 
this was moft readily confented to, on condition of pay- 
ing a trifle for the ufe of them, in order to eugment 
their number Ia fhort, this new {cheme vas attended 
with fo much fuccefs, that their little collection 
felled into a library , and the otha colonies, nei- 
ceiving the immenfe advantages ariing from {uch 
an efabhfhment, began to form fimilar ones at Bof- 
ton, Wes York, Chaileftown, and feveral other 
places. Thus originated a number of tre fit libianes 
in Almerica; and that at Philadelphia may, at this 
day, dilpute its confequence with many of the moft 
celebrated in [urope. 

Pardon me, Sir, for entering into theie deta |s; 
for to me they appear 1aterefling, and even necellary . 
in order to point out how my illuftrious frend hes 
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not only been the founder, but, as it were, the f{chool- 
matter, of American independence. 

Thinking, however, that all the inftru@ion he 
could acquire in his own country, was not fufficient 
to conduct him to that point of perfection at which he 
wifhed to ariive, he determined to vifit England, 
and accordingly arrived there about the year 1724 or 
1725. 

This much is certain, that he was there duiing the 
life of Newton, whom he told me he had feen feveral 
times, and who did not die until 1727 *, 

He worked at his bufinefs as a printer in London; 
and it appears to me that he lived in very great ob- 
{curity. 

After a fhort refidence in the metropolis of Eng- 
land, he returned to America. It was at that period, 
if I am not greatly miftaken, that he perfuaded the ~ 
printer with whom he had formerly refided to publith 
a newlpaper, in imitation of thofe he had feen in 
London, This fcheme was attended with fuccefs, 
and the printer, to whom it brought in a large fum, 
after having, out of gratitude, taken him into co- 
partnerfhip, gave him his daughter in marriage {. 

From this marriage fprung Mr. (commonly called 
Goveinoi) Franklin, one of the principal Ame- 
rican Loyalifts, and Mis. Beach, his favourite daugh- 
ter, to whole family he has left the greatelt part 


* March 20, 1726-27. 
+ Thisis another miftake Sce Chap I and II, Part E. 


x 2 of 


308 M. LE ROY'S LETTER RELATIVE TO 


of his fortune ~, having bequeathed but one or two 
farms to Mr Whlliam Franklin, the fon of the Loy- 


alift, whom jou have feen here. 
Devoted 


* Dr Trankhn s will was made during his refidence in the village 
of Paty, near Pats 

“t begins 2s follow s 

« Benyom . Trarkha, printer, at prefent Minter Plempoten- 
‘ory froin the United and Independent States of America to his 
Mo® Chnilai Maefty Lows XVI Kang of France, hereby de- 
clare ny 1 ik wilt and teltlament,’ &c &e 

The fullov ng arncles will evince that this great man was not 
uanurdful of pofterity 

‘Twas bornim Boftoa, New England, and owe my firft inftruc- 
tons nliteeturce to the two grammar-fchools eflablifhed there I 
bz c, therefore, con? de cd thofe {chools in my will. 

“ But I am alfo under oolizations to the State of Maffachufets, 
‘or tavirg, unafked, appointed me formerly thur agent in Eng. 
lard, with a handfome falary, which continued fome years And 
athorch L aceidcatally loft im thar feryice, by tranfmitung Go- 
verno” Hi uchimfon’s letters, much more than the amount of what 
they gave me, Ido ot think chat ought in the leaft to diminih 
ry grautude 

“J hae confidired that, among artitans, good apprentices are 
moft hxcly to make good c.t.zens, and haying myfelf been bred 
to a manual art, printing, in my native town, and afterwards 
efhited to fet up my bu sucfs mm Philadelphia by kind loans of mo- 
ney from two friends there, which was the foundation of my for- 
ture, and of ali the utility in life that may be afcrbed to me, I 
w fh to be ufct.l e..n after my death, sf poffible, in forming and 
advancing other your g¢ mn that may be ferviceable to their country 
i” both thofe towns 

“To this end, I cevcte to thoufand pounds fterling , of which 
Love one thoufnd ww the inhabitants of the town of Bol: 

ton 
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Devoted enurely to his piofeifion during a large 
portion of his life, 1t appears that, foon after the 
treaty 


ton in Maflachufets, and the other thoufand to the habitants of 
the city of Philidelptna, in truft, to and for the ufes, intents, 
and purpofes, hereinafter mentioned ard declared 

The faid fim of one thoufand pounds flerling, if accepted by 
the mhabitants of the town of Bofton, fhal! be managed under the 
direction of the felect men, umited with the Minifters of the oldeft 
Epifcopalian, Congregational and Prefbyterian churches, in that 
town, who are to let out the fame upon intereft at five per cent 
per annum, to fuch young married artificers under the age of 
twenty-five years, as have ferved an apprenticefhip in the faid town, 
and faithfully fultlled the duties requnied in their indentures, fo as 
to obtain a good moral character from at leaft two refpectable citi, 
zens, who are willing to become then furcties na bond with the 
applicants for the repayment of the momies fo lent, with intereft, 
according to the terms hereinafter prefcribed , all which bonds are 
to be taken for Spanifh mnlled dollars, or the value thereof in cur- 
rent gold coin And the managers fhall keep a bound book or 
books, wherein fhall be entered the names of thofe who fhall apply 
for and “eceive the benefit of this inttitutton, and of then furetics, 
togetha with the fums lent, the detcs, and other necMary and 
proper records, refpe€ung the bufinefs and concerns of this infti- 
tution And, as thefe loans are intcnded to affit young married 
artiliccrs in fetting up their bufinefs, they are to be proportioned 
by the difcret on of the maragers, fo as not to exceed fifty pounds 
fterling to one perfoa, nor to be Iefs than fifteen pounds 

And af the numbei of apphers fo entitled fhould be fo large as 
that the fum will not fuffice to afford to each as much as might 
otherwife not be impreper, the proportion to ‘each fhall be dimi- 
~pifhed, fo as to afford to every one fome affittance 

Thefe aids may therefore be {mall at firft, but, asthe capital 
jacrealcs by the accumulating intereft, they will be more ample. 

«And, 1m order to ferve as many as poffible in their turns, as well 
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treaty of A1x-la-Chapelle, he found himfelf enabled, 


by the fortune he had acquired, to giatify his paflion 
for 


23 to make the repayment of the principal borrowed more eafy, 
each borrower fhall be oLliged to pay, with the }ealy intereft, 
one te-th part of the pn: =.pa', which fums ot p incipal and inte 
ret fo paid ia, Mail be equa Iet out to frefh borrowers 

< And as tt 1s prefumed, that there will be always found in Bof- 
ton virtuous and bencvolut cit'zers, willing to beftow a part of 
thar time in doing good to t'¢ riung generation, by fuperintend- 
“ing and manag.ng this 3 {tution gratis, it 1s hoped that no part 
of the morey 1 I} at any time lie dead, or be diverted to other pur- 
pofe-, but be contin ial argr cated by the intereft , m which cafe, 
there may ip time be mere thaa the occafion in Pofton fh al require, 
and tain forme mey be {pared to the neighboutiny or othe: towns in 
the fad State of Mfa7echi ictts, which may defire to have it, fuch 
towns ergeang top paactailly the intereft and the proportions 
of the pr.rcipal an well, to the 1an-bitants cf the town of Bafton, 

© Tfthsp'arsc c.ucd ard fuccceds as projected, without m- 
terrupt.on, for one hucdred 3 cers, the fom will chen be one hundied 
acd thirty-ove chavard +r nuda, o which I would have the ma- 
nazers of the dunauun tu the ta. nof Botton cheu lay out, at their 
diferetion, or. bundred choufana pounds mm 1 ible woils, which 
may be judscd of mof cencral uty to the nh.b tants, fuch as 
fortuications, bridges, equiduc’s, putle burloing , baths, parc- 
ments, or whatere” - , make [sins in ure towa mor convenient 
to sts people, and rencer it more azrecebl. to ftrangers reforting 
th ther for health, or a temporary relideace 

© The remaining thirty-one thoufand pounds I would have conti. 
nucd to be let ou. on ancercft in the manner abcye dirc@ted, for 
another hundred yezrs, es T hope at will hove vecn fou d that the 
ini{tution has had a good c™ on the ccadutt of y>uth, and been 
ef fersice to nay worchy characters and ufef i citizen: 

¢ At che cud or this {econd term, of ro uafortunate accident has 
preserted the operstion, te fam vill be fo-r muthions aud fiaty - 
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fo fludy From that pericd he alfo besin to diftin- 
guifh himfelf by the fe:vices he performed to his native 
country 

The tamous Ley den experiment having excited the 
attention of all the leaned men in Europe, Mi. Col- 
hnfon, a Quaker of London, who y2s a Member of 
the Royal Society, tranfinitted fome elafs tubes to 
Mr Fiankhn, and the othe: infhuments neceffary 
for making experiments in eletnaty He cmployed 
thefe with fo much ability and fuccels, as to be able, 
by means of their afiftance, to accomplifh thofe dif- 
coverics which have unmoitalized his memory, 

Two of them paiticulaly charectoufe his gemus: 
The fil as, the wnequal diftrbution of the electric 
fluid in the human body, whence ati’ thofe elect. 
cal phuerena which prefert themfclves tous The 
other, which is more grend, and more Lkely to afoid 
aftonufiment, is the /..a-tonnere, or conductor 

It may not be unaccedary here to fey a few wards 
on this fubycct, in oidei the bette: to develope the 
genius of my illuftrrous fiend, and to afceitan i 
what manner he contrived to make the moft advan- 
tageous applications of certain phensmeaa, the confe- 
quences to be deduced from v.h'ch had efcaped the 
penetiation of othe: naturalifts. 


one thoufand pounds flailing, of which T [cave one milhon aid 
fixty-one thou’and pounds to the difpofition ard management of 
the inhabitants of the town of Boflon, and th-ee milion to the 
difpofition of the government of the Stic, not prefuming to cerry 
my vies fu.thu, &c”? 
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Mr. Gray, an Enghifhman, had faid, a little before 
his death, that, if it were permitted to compare fmall 
things with great, he dared to affirm that electricity 
ard thunder wcie one and the fame thing. It was in 
1735 that this Gendeman, to whom eleétricity is un- 
der great obligations, hazarded this bold compaiifon. 
The more the phensmena muluplied, the better did 
this theory eppear to be founded. 

But how was it poffible to pafs that immenfe inter. 
yal between us and the clouds? It had been difco- 
vered in America that po.nted fubftances drew the 
electric Burd from electric bodies, from a much greater 
d.itance, tnan the bodies which have other fhapes. 
Air Lrankln in‘tantly rea‘ons upon this idea, and 
fays—if the cau'e of thuadcr be the fame as that of 
electricaty , if the clouds, duiing a tempett, ate re- 
pete v tn this flu.d, there 1s nothing more to be done 
‘nan to prefent a pomted fubffance upon an cicvated 
place, and this will n faltzbly be electiified during a 
form 

This great and fuperb conjeClusc appeared extrava- 
gant to tho’e who do not know how to raife them. 


(1 Dahbard), who had the courage to attempt the 
vernication of this experiment, and, on the tenth of 
May 1752, @ tempcft vluch took place at Marly-la- 
\aue, where the opparatus was erected, juftified, at 
onc «ad the fame time, the hardy conjecture of my 
intros trina, and the courage of M. Dalibard, 
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who had been tempted to try whether it was well 
founded or not, 

Ina fhort time, this new and grand experiment 
was difclofed to all Furope, and a variety of obferya- 
tions confirmed what M. Dalibard had firft feen. 
Thus 1 am of opinion, Sir, that, if you fhould think 
proper to mention this fublime difcovery in your dif- 
courfe, you can fay, it was in France that this expe. 
riment was made for the firft time, and that it was 
confequently an honour 1eferved for us, 

From this difcovery to the conducto, or para-tone 
nere, there is but a fingle ftep; for if points, in pre- 
ference to all other figmies, attra electric matter 
from the clouds, it will inconteftably follow, that a 
pointed conductor, elevated above a building, will 
poffefs this advantage, and that 1f this could tranfmit, 
immediately and without any obftacle, this electuic 
mattcr to the earth, 1ts common refe1yoir, by means 
of a metal chain, no accident could refult from it, and 
a houfe might, by thefe means, be entirely pre- 
ferved fiom the ravages of the thunder. 

The new and hardy ideas conceived by Mi. Frank. 
lin found much oppofition in England. Notwith- 
ftanding this, when he revifited that country in 1755, 
ample juftice was done to his merits, and the Royal 
Society decreed him the goldcn medal, which 1t 
awards annually to the authors of thofe memous con- 
taining interefting and ufeful difcoveries. On this 
occafion, he was received with great attention and 
refpect, and, much about the fame period, he was 

5 admitted 
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admitted Doéror of Lans at one of the Englifh Uni- 
verfiues* War having broke out in the fucceeding 
yerr between England and France, he 1eturned to 
‘Amenca, and was much employed in public bufinels. 

He has often mention.d to me that, having been 
appointed a captain of artillery, the matroffes who 
ferved under him infi{ted upon doing him honour by 
firing a falute before his door, v hich broke all the 
china in his houfe 

We are now arrived at that moment when he may 
be confidered asa public man Having been nominated 
agent for the province of Pennfylvania, he returned 
to England about the year 1761. At this period 
there was a prodigious fermentation in the minds of 
the people of America. 

The act enforcing a duty on tea had irritated them 
eaceedinely ; and the Bofton-port bill, which was 
enacted foon afer, entirely completed the difcontent 
of the Colonies 

At length it was refolved that the agent of Pennfyl. 
vaiva, as vell as the agents of the other provinces, 
ftould be called to the bar of the Houfe of Commons, 
in order to anfwer certain imierrog ttories concerning 
the population of America, the difpofition of the 
people in regard to the Pailiament of England, and 
the reafons of their refiftance to the late 1mpofts 

It was on this occafion that my iluftrous fend 
diftincufhed himflf, by the cleainefs, the force, and 
the precifion oF his reafons, cad r ede hisfelf known 

* 0. ford 
to 
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to all Europe as a great man. T faw him a few 
months after in Paris; and M. Maletherbes very 
juftly remarked, when I prefented him to that gen- 
tleman, that he was the firfk learned man who had 
difcovered extraordinary talents for politics, This 
was an advantage he derived fiom the nature 
of the government under which he lived. as it per- 
mitted the efforts of the human mind to be directed 
towards thofe important obje&ts which have for their 
object the happinefs and the felicity of the people 

Had this man been born in Paris, under our an- 
cient fy%em, he would hive iemaincd for ever 
in obfcurity > How would it have been pofhble to have 
employed the fon of a tallow-chandler? Indeed, if his 
genius for the ferences had foiced the barriers op. 
pofed by his buth, he might have been elected a 
member of an academy: 

Ought it not to be readily allowed by every body, 
that population being one of the moft impoitant ob- 
jects for a State, a too gieat competition and mval- 
fhip for employments can never be dreaded, and 
that the probability of poffefling citizens capable of 
worthily prefiding in the different depaitments, aug- 
ments always in proportion to the number of candi- 
dates who afpire to tht honour of filling them? 

I now return to my illuftiuous friend: I have only 
permitted myfelf to make this digreffion on account 
of the indignation with which an abfurd auftocratical 
tyranny, that defignated andconfined the employments 


of a kingdom to a paiticular /ec?, has ever infpired 
me. 
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me. What renders this fill more infufferable 1s, that 
this very fect was much lefs capable, and lefs in- 
ftructed, than that of the third n/fatc, which had been 
fo much defpifed. 

The replications of Franklin added new force to 
the refolutions of the Colonis, and augmented the 
number of the paruzans which they already had in 
Parliament. But fuch was the obftinacy of the men 
who furrounded the king of Great Britain, that they 
infifted on laying rmpofts upon the Americans, in di- 
tect oppofition to the fpirit of that very law, which 
{ays that the citizens can never be taxcd but by their 
own confent. 

At length the Americans determine to aflemble 2 
Congrefs. 

About this tune, my illuftrous fiiend, who had 
formerly potted great fluence with the Englifh Mi- 
mic-y (for he had been able to procute the appoint- 

-nt o. Governor of New Jetscy fo. his fon), began 
t» Jof2 a his amereft at Court, and Mr Weddei- 
bumne (now Lord Loughborough), who was at that 
ume Attorney General, and a true ari/ftccrat, pei- 
mitted himielf to treat him with great infolence and 
paughiinefs It was even faid, that there was an in- 
tention of imprifoning him, 

Ferceiving at length that Ins refidence in England 
could be no longer ufeful to hrs countrymen, he re- 
foived to leave it, and concerted his meafures with fo 
much addrefs, that he had embarked and was actually 
aties wnethe berinning of the year 1775, at the very 
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time that he was thought, by his enenmues, to be {till 
in England. 

The events of that period ate well known. Every 
body recollects that, in June or July 1776, America 
declared herfelf independent, and that fhe took all 
the meafures in hei power to affert and fecure 
her fovereignty. I beg leave to obferve, however, 
that it was towards the clofe of July, or the beginning 
of Auguft, that Mr. Deane, who came from Amenica 
in order to negotiate with the Court of France, and 
M1. Bencroft, who came from England to aflift him 
in his labouis, met at my houfe, 

Franklin, as every body knows, was one of the 
moft ftrenuous fupporters of Ameiican lbeity, end 
was peipetuall bufied in prepaiing every thing for 
that great revolution which was about to give fiec- 
dom to his countiy. 

The Congrefs fent him to Canadain the autumn 
of 1776, to negotiate with the inhabitants, and 
engage them to make a common cauie with the Colo- 
nies, in oider to throw off the yoke of England. 
But the Canadians were fo difgufted with the eaceffes 
committed by thei: neighbours, the Prefbyterians of 
New England, who had deftioyed and burnt feel 
of thur chapels, that they could never be a 
upon to liften to the propofitions of the Colsnies, 
although fuppoited with all the energy which he 
_ knew how to give to every thing with which he was 


entrufted. 
Fana- 
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Fanatiufin is an enemy to the happinefs of mans 
kind, and 1s to be found 1m all religions, the Prefby- 
terians of the Enzhfh Colonics have preerved, from 
their very orizinal, a certain gloominefs and fpirit of 
tyranny in their character, which they not only dif- 
played then againft the Canadians, but upon many 
other occafions. 

Having failed on this oceafion, Dr Franklin re- 
turned to Philadelphia, and the Congrefs knowing 
the confideration which he enjoyed in Europe, and 
the reputation which he had acquired by his philofo- 
ph.cal aifcoveries, entrufted him with a mifion to 
France, where he was to put the laft hand to the ne- 
sotations which Mr. Deane had already commenced 
in a fecret manner. 

Although no vin the feventy-firft year of his age, he 
accepted this Uelicate and important commuflion, and 
arrived at Paris about the fiateenth of December 1776. 

The fuccefs of the Amezicans 1n the northern pio- 
vinces, and the defeat of General Burgoyne by Gene- 
ral Gates, in the autumn of 1777, at length deter- 
mined our Court to give a moie favourable hearing to 
the propofitions of the Congrefs; and, either towards 
the end of this year, or the beginmng of 1778, the 
treatyor allance and commercewith theStatesof Ame- 
rica Was ficned, a circumftance which led us mto a war 
sith England, 

I flatter myfelf, that 1 in fome meafure contributed 
towards the figning of this treaty , for, knowing the 
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efforts made by the Englifh in order to induce the in- 
furgents to retuin under the yoke of the mothers 
country, I informed M. Maurepas of this crcum- 
ftance, by means of one of my particular friends, 
telling him, at the fame time, that there was not a 
moment to be loft, if he wifhed to preferve the al- 
hance of the Americans, and detach them from Great 
Britain. 

Neve: did I fee a mortal fo happy, fo joyous, as 
Franklin, on the day when Lord Stormont, Ambaffa- 
dor from England, left Paris, on account of the 
luptuie with our Court. We dined together; and 
he who was ufually very calm and tranquil, appeaied 
to me, on that day, to be quite a new man. 

At length, in confequenceofa feries of the moft fo1. 
tunate events, in lefs than feven years, North America 
became fiee, and my illuftiious friend had the happi- 
nefs and the glory, in 1783, of figning, along with the 
Englifh Commiffioncrs, that peace which recognifed 
the independence of his country. 

Until that period, he had enjoyed a good ftate of 
health, and was free from any complaint whatever, 
except that he was fubyect to the gout. In 1782, he 
had a very violent fit, which was accompanied with 
a very grievous nephritic colic. ‘This appears 24 
been the origin of the ftone, with which he was affer- 
wards tortured; for, in the courfe of the ycar 1783, 
he fuffered feveral very violent attacks, and, from 


that epoch, they continued daily to augment. 
As 
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As his mund was full of refources, and calculated 
for every fituation in life, he found means, 1n fome 
meafune, to alleviate the violence of his pains, and 
render lity malady more fupportable. 

His wihhes being now fully accomplifhed, and peace 
concluded, he fighed after the moment when he might 
once more revifit his native country. Ile accordingly 
requelted fevcral tunes to be 1ecalled by Congrefs : 
But how i asit pofuble to replace him?’ Towever, 
that illufisious body, on his reiterated applications, 
nominaced Mr. Jefferfon Mumifter to our Court, and 
certunly the: could not have made a better chosce, 
nor anpou.ted a man more worthy to fucceed my il- 
juftrious fricnd 

His fuccefiur having atlength arrived*, he refolved 
todenart. It was not an eafy matter to repair to Havre, 

in 
Sethe nde. Via terse” Lravce (favs Mr Jefferfon) equally 
mprfia vithD: Pranniastalerts aadintegrity The Count 
de V.rgennes par icula ] cave me repeated and unequivocal de- 
monffrat »rsof his entsr. confidence yn him 
When he lect Pati, at feerred as if the village had loft its pa- 
iran? On taking lea ecf the Court, which he did by letter, 
the King ordercd lm to be handfomely complimentcd, and fur- 
rifhed him with a (iver ana nules of hus oy n, the only hind of 
comie,arce chat cic ftate of his health coula bear 


The faccefiion to Dr Franklin, -tike Covert of France, was 
aa excellent {chool of humilny to rp On bung prefented to 
any ore asthe Miniter of America, the co:n.on-place queftion 
was, Cof vous, Mesficur, que remplacez le Dade I rankkn ?— 
‘Is it you, Sir, \ ne rcplaces Dr. Frarhha ¥ I generally an- 


“© fered 
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in order to embark; he, however, made a fhift to reach 
the place of his deftination in cainages fupplied by the 
Court. From that port he fet fail for Newport, in 
the Mle of Wight, and, after a fhort and agreeable 
paflage, he arrived at Philadelphia in September 
1785, amidft the acclamations of an immenfe crowd 
of fpeCtators, who weie eager to fee him, and who 
accompanied him fiom the place where he landed to 
his own houfe 

A few days after his atrival, the Members of the 
Congrefs, and all the eminent people in Philadelphia, 
and the adjacent country, waited upon him. Ina hort 
time, he was elected, for twe years foilowing, Prefi- 


« fwered—* No one can replice hum, Sir, I am only his fue- 
*t. ceffor,? 

* Alte before my arrival in France, Argand had invented 
his celebrated Amp, in which the flame is fpread into a hollow 
** cylinder, and thus brought ito contaé& with the air, vithin ag 
“ well as without Di Trankha had been on the point of the. 
© fame difcover; The idea had occurred to him bat he had 
© tried a bull-rufh as a wick, which did not fuecced His occu. 
‘¢ pations did not permit him to repeat end extead his trials to the 
* introduGion of a larger column of air than could p.fs through 
“ the item of a bull-rufh 

«© About thus time, alfo, the King of France gave hin a fignal 
& teftimony of refpeét, by yomning Inn wih fome of the mott 
t¢ illuftrious men of the nation, to cxanure trat .gnes fatuus of phis 
ot lofophy, the animal niagneti{in of the mamue Mefmer, the pre- 
“ tended eff.éts of which had afton. cd all Pans From Dr. 
t¢ Franklin’s hand, in conjunGtion with his brethren of the learned 
« committec, that compound of fraud and ful'y was unveiled, and 


& recerved its Jeath-wound ” 
¥ dent 
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Gent of the Affembly of Philadelphia; but at length 
his great age, and the malady with which he was at- 
tacked, precluding him entrely from the adminift.a- 
tion of public affairs, he demanded and obtained 
leave to retire, in orde: to pafs the remainder 
of his life in tranquillity am.dft his fellow-citizens, 
to offer up vows for their profperity, and to occupy 
himfelf entirely with his beloved ftudy, which wag 
natural heftory. 

There is one thing which I have forgotten to men- 
on to you, Sir, itis, that, during his paflage to 
America, he wrote a long memorial, addrefled to my 
brother, full of excellent ideas relative to the 1m- 
provement of fhip-building. 

You have heard of the honours that were paid to 
him after his death. They are fuch as he merited, 
and fuch as a free people ought to render to the me- 
mory of a man, who had made them fo by the pains 
he had taken to elevate their minds, and to inftruéct 
them relative to their own rights. I have a variety 
of facts to add, but this letter is already too long. I 
beg leave to tell you truly, and by way of excufe, that] 
have not had time to fhortenit, havingathoufand other 
things to do at the prefent moment; as to the reft, I 
beg you will look upon this as the Sy/va Sy/varum of 
Bacon, in which he had affembled every thing that 
he thought could be ferviceable to his great edifice of 
philofophy As for me, I have endeavoured to collect 
all the facts that may contribute to the oration you are 
about to pronounce in honour of my illuftrious friend. 


I cannot 
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Leannot avoid adding a few words more, relative 
to the charaéter of his genius, and the temper 
of his mind. Tranquil, calm, and circumfpett, like 
the generality of hus countrymen, he could never be 
reproached during his refidence here, and amidft the 
moft delicate and embarrafling circumftances, with 
having uttered a fingle word, or expreffion, which 
could be quoted againft him, This is a very uncom- 
mon circumftance, when we confider the part he 
acted, and the number of {pies who watched every 
look and every fentence, 

He poflefied all the courage necefflary for great 
events , and it was that firm courage which appertains 
toelevated minds, which, afte: having confidered every 
thing, Jooks upon events as the neceflary and inevi. 
table confequence of the order of human affairs. 

In regard to his mind, it had this peculiar charac- 
teriftic, which has not hitherto been fufficiently at- 
tended to; 1 mean the faculty of obferving and exa, 
mining things, in the moft fimple manner poflible. 
In his philofophical and political inquiries, he al- 
ways looked at the queftion, inits moft natural point 
of view. This was invariably the fame, whether the 
fubje& was philofophical or mechanical, 

In fine, while the bulk of mankind arrive only 
at what is true and fimple, by a circuitous road 
and multiphed efforts, the fuperiority of his ge. 
nius enabled him, by the moft eafy means, to ex- 
plain the phenomena under difcuffion, to conftrué a 
machine for which he had occafion, or, in fhort, to 


dif 
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difcover.the moft proper expedients for the fuccefs of 
thofe plans, projects, and experiments, with which 
his thoughts were fo frequently occupied. 


I haye the honour to be, with the utmoft refped, 
SIR, 
Your very humble, and 
Moft obedient fervant, 
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